
History of End-Time Viewpoints

Premillennialism

The Apostolic Church held the premillennial view and for over 200 years, no other view was held. 
Writings of the “Church Fathers” give bountiful evidence to this fact.

Oswald Allis, an amillenarian, author of Prophecy and the Church, said premillennialism “was 
extensively held in the Early Church.”

Daniel Whitby, the founder of postmillennialism, said:

“The doctrine of the millennium, or the reign of saints on earth for a thousand years, is now rejected  
by all Roman Catholics, and by the greatest part of Protestants; and yet it passed among the best  
Christians, for two hundred and fifty years, for a tradition apostolical; and as such, is delivered by  
many Fathers of the second and third century, who speak of it as the tradition of our Lord and His  
apostles, and of all the ancients who lived before them; who tell us the very words in which it was  
delivered, the Scriptures which were then so interpreted; and say that it was held by all Christians that  
were exactly orthodox.”

G. N. H. Peters in his book, Theocratic Kingdom, I, lists these men who held the premillennial view:
First Century after Christ's Death

1. Andrew  
2. Peter
3. Philip
4. Thomas
5. James
6. John
7. Matthew
8. Aristio

9. John the Presbyter
10. Clement of Rome
11. Barnabas
12. Hermas
13. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch
14. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna 
15. Papius, Bishop of Hieropolis

Second Century after Christ's death
1. Pothinus, a martyr
2. Justin Martyr
3. Melitto, Bishop of Sardis
4. Higisippus
5. Tatian

6. Irenaeus, a martyr
7. The churches of Vienne and Lyons
8. Tertullian
9. Hippolytus

Third Century after Christ's death
1. Cyprian
2. Commodian
3. Nepos

4. Coracion
5. Victorinus

There were no men who espoused a view contrary to premillennialism until the third century.  During 
the third century there were four men who expressed an opposing view.  They were:

1. Caius
2. Clemens Alexandrius

3. Origen
4. Dionysius



“About 250 A.D. Origen conceived the idea that the words of scripture were but the 'husk' in which 
was hid the 'kernel' of scriptural truth. At once he began to 'allegorize' and 'spiritualize' the Scriptures, 
and thus founded the school of 'allegorizing' and 'spiritualizing' interpreters of Scripture, from which 
the Church and the Bible have suffered so much.”  

– Clarence Larkin, in Dispensational Truth, page 6.

“Origen assailed it [premillennialism] fiercely for it was repugnant to his philosophy; and by the 
system of biblical interpretation which he discovered, he gave a different turn to those texts of 
Scripture on which the patrons of this doctrine relied.”
“He [Origen] wished to have the literal and obvious sense of the words disregarded, and an arcane 
sense, lying concealed in the envelope of the words, to be sought for.”

– Words by Mosheim, cited by Peters, cited again by Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come, p.378.

“When Constantine became sole Emperor of Rome in A.D. 323, being favorable to Christianity, he  
united Church and State.  A new difficulty now arose in the interpretation of Scripture,  If, as was at  
that time believed, Rome was to be the seat of Antichrist, the question arose or rather was suspiciously  
whispered – 'Is Constantine the Antichrist?' – Such a notion was unpalatable to the Roman Emperor,  
and so a convenient explanation was discovered and adopted, that Antichrist was 'Pagan Rome,' and 
that the Millennium commenced when Constantine ascended the throne.  This was given color by the  
great gifts and privileges bestowed on the Church by Constantine, and led to the claim that the  
Millennial blessings of the Old Testament had been transferred from the Jews to the Christian  
Church.”

– Clarence Larkin, Dispensational Truth, page 6

But the idea that the “Papal Church” was the Antichrist was not acceptable.  When they were 
unsuccessful in an attempt to remove the Book of Revelation from the canon of scriptures, it was 
decided to lock up the Scriptures and make the Bible a sealed book.

Amillennialism
The influence of Augustine (354-430 A.D.), author of The City of God, was a vital factor in the 
cessation of premillennialism.  He set forth the idea that the visible church was the Kingdom of God on 
earth.  He taught that the millennium is to be interpreted spiritually as fulfilled in the Christian Church.

1. He denied that the millennium would follow the second advent.
2. He taught that the church is the kingdom and there would be no literal fulfillment of the 

promises made to Israel.

With the rise of Romanism, committed to the idea that their institution was the kingdom of God, 
premillennialism declined rapidly.  (D. Pentecost, Things to Come, page 382.)

The period known as the Dark Ages considered to be between the years 400 and 1000 A.D.  resulted 
from the suppression of the Bible and literature.  (The Fall of Rome happened in 476 A.D.)

Yet, there were still sects which continued to believe in the premillennial return of Christ:  the 
Paulicans, the Albigeneses, the Waldenses, the Wickliffetes, the Bohemian Protestants and other 
groups.  During the Reformation period, the leaders were so concerned with the doctrines of salvation 
that they neglected the doctrines of the future and continued to hold the positions of Augustine.



Some Amillennialistic Interpretations

• The Battle of Armageddon – Spiritual fight between the Saints and the devil.
• The Bottomless Pit – The heart of a saint or sinner
• Mark of the Beast – Sin or the Roman numerals on the Pope's crown
• First Resurrection – Water baptism or being born again by faith only, as passing from death to 

life
• Being beheaded (Rev. 20:4) – A person who takes off their head of sin and puts on a head of 

Christ
• The thrones (Rev. 20:4) – The positions of apostles in the New Testament church
• 1000 years reign with the Messiah – Entire Church Age, however long it may be
• Devil bound in bottomless pit – Calvary
• Some amillennialists believe that Jesus is Michael, the Archangel.
• Rapture – they do not believe in a rapture.
• “Caught up together to meet the Lord in the air” – Caught up in euphoria
• “Clouds” – glory

Postmillennialism
Following the Reformation, the interpretation known as postmillennialism arose.  It came to replace 
the amillennialism of Augustine.  Postmillennialism, as a system, is usually credited to Daniel Whitby 
(1638-1726).  He was a Unitarian

“This is the theory of postmillennialism.  The kingdom must be established all through the wold, and 
the time is now. The thing that distinguished the biblical postmillennialist from amillennianism and 
premillnnialism is his belief, that Scripture teaches the success of the Great Commission in this age of 
the Church.  The postmillenial theonomists have an optimistic confidence that the nations of the world 
will become disciples of Christ, and that the Church will grow to fill the earth, and that Christianity 
will become the dominant principle.  The gospel shall convert the vast majority of the world to Christ 
and bring widespread obedience to His kingdom rule.”

Theonomy in Christian Ethics (Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co.) by Greg Bahnsen
Quoted by M.J. Stanford in an online article, The Verse Snatchers.

Resurgence of Premillennialism

Although the Reformers did not adopt the premillennial interpretation, they did return to the literal 
method of interpreting scripture.  Dispensational teaching can be traced back to the Brethren 
Movement which arose in England and Ireland about 1830.  John Nelson Darby (1800-1882) is 
considered the founder of the modern dispensational teaching.  Others include C.I. Scofield of the 
Scofield Bible, Lewis Sperry Chafer, founder of Dallas Theological Seminary.

Scriptures supporting Premillennialism

Acts 15:14-16
“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
name.  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  After this I will return, and will 
build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I 
will set it up.”  Quoted from Amos 9:11



1 Thessalonians 5:9
“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,”

John 14: 1-4
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believers in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are 
many mansions:  If it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also, And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

Jude 14
“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

Revelation 20:2-
“And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand ears should be fulfilled:  and after that he must be 
loosed a little season.  And I saw thrones, and the sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years wee finished.  This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection:  on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”


