
Daniel Lesson Twenty-Two – Signs of the Times

Daniel 12:1 - “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince,  
which standeth for the children of thy people:  and there shall be a time of  
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:  
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book.”

The chapter begins with the words, “and at that time,”  But what time does that mean?  In 
as much as the last reference to time was in Daniel 11:40, which said, “at the time of the 
end,” it must mean the time during which the events described in Daniel 11:40-45 took 
place.  So at the time, during the first 3½ years of the Tribulation when Egypt and Syria 
invade Israel, Michael will stand up to guard Israel.  According to this verse, Michael has 
been specially assigned to be a protector for the nation Israel.  

Michael is mentioned three times in Daniel.   In Daniel 10:13, he is called “one of the 
chief princes,” and in Daniel 10:21 he is called “your prince.”  In Jude 9, he is designated 
as “the archangel,” who contended with the Devil for the body of Moses.  He is the only 
angel designated an archangel in scripture.  In Revelation 12:7, he is shown to be in 
command of other angels who will fight against the dragon (Satan) and his angels.  It 
seems then that Michael's special work is to deliver God's people, especially the Jews, 
from the power of Satan.

Renald Showers, in his book, The Most High God,” gives a chain of end time events 
which follows like this:

1. Invasion of Israel by Egypt and Syria.
2. Antichrist will march his Roman army through Israel.
3. Russia and her allies launch an attack against Israel.
4. Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel and will persecute the Jews.

When Antichrist begins his persecution of the Jews in the middle of the seven years, 
Israel will undergo “a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation.”  This 
is the time about which Jesus spoke when He said to His disciples, “When ye therefore 
shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
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place, then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains.”  (Matthew 24:15, 16)  He 
went on to say, ”For then shall be great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved:  but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.”  

Zechariah 13:8 says, “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two 
parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.”  But of the one 
third God said, “And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried:  they shall call on my name, and I will 
hear them:  I will say, It is my people:  and they shall say, The Lord is my God.”  

Jeremiah 30:7 - “Alas!  For that day is great, so that none is like it:  it is even the time of 
Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”

Jeremiah 30:11 - “For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee:  though I make a full 
end of all nations whether I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: 
but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.”

Deuteronomy 4:30, 31 - “When thou art in tribulation and all these things are come upon 
thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord, thy God, and shalt be obedient unto 
His voice; (For the Lord thy God is a merciful God;)  He will not forsake thee, neither 
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto them.” 

When Christ returns at the end of the seven years of Tribulation, He shall deliver “every 
one that shall be found written in the book.”  In Revelation 20, we read that there are a 
number of books that will be opened at the Great White Throne Judgment.  “And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life:  and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to their works.”  Some of the books will 
contain a list of a person's works, and the unsaved dead (the only ones who will appear 
before the Great White Throne) will be judged according to what is recorded there.

But another book was opened which is called “the Book of Life.”  Tim LaHaye, tells us 
in his book, Revelation Unveiled, “To properly understand the Book of Life, you must 
realize that there are really two Books of Life.  One is called 'the book of life', the other 
'the Lamb's book of life.'  These are definitely not the same!  'The book of life' contains 
the names of the living; 'the Lamb's book of life' is a book belonging to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the 'Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!' (John 1:29)  Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners and, as He repeatedly said, 'to give them eternal life,' 
Clearly, then, the Lamb's Book of Life is the book of Jesus Christ in which are entered 
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the names of those who have received His eternal life (Rev. 13:8).  I am personally 
inclined to believe that in this book will appear only the names of the believers who have 
lived since the cross.”

Tim LaHaye writes, “There are two major differences between these two Books of Life, 
(1) The Book of Life seems to contain the names of all living people, whereas the Lamb's 
Book of Life includes only the names of those who call on the Lamb for salvation. (2) 
Without doubt more important, it is possible to have one's name blotted out of the Book 
of Life, but not out of the Lamb's Book of Life.  In Revelation 3:5 we find that 'he who 
overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white, I will never blot out his name from the 
book of life.'  An overcomer here is one clothed in the white garment of Christ, for he or 
she is a believer to whom is imputed the righteousness of Christ.  Therefore that person's 
name will not be blotted out of the Book of Life.  In Exodus 32:33 we read: 'The Lord 
replied to Moses, 'Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book.'  It is 
therefore possible to have one's name blotted out of the Book of Life because of sin.  But 
it is impossible to have one's name removed from the Lamb's Book of Life.”

All of the Jews who will be saved during the Tribulation, as well as the Gentiles who 
become saved, will enter into Christ's Millennial Kingdom.  All of the Jews left on the 
earth after this purging will be saved, but not all of the Gentiles.  Those believing Jews 
will come out as gold after being tried in the fire, as Zechariah 13:8 says, and they will 
say, “The Lord is my God.”  The Gentiles will go through the Judgment of the Nations, 
where the saved will be separated from the unsaved.

What will happen to those Jews who were saved but died during the Tribulation period? 
Christ answered that question in Daniel 12:2.

Daniel 12:2 – 'And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall  
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.”

Not all the conservative Biblical commentators agree upon the meaning of this verse.  Dr. 
DeHaan, Harry Ironside and Clarence Larkin believe that this verse is speaking of the 
national restoration of Israel.  Tim LaHaye, Renald Showers and John Walvoord believe 
that it refers to the  bodily resurrection of believing Jews.  They teach that there will be 
resurrections at different times for different groups of people.  Some Bible teachers 
compare these resurrections to the different harvests spoken of in the Old Testament. 
Christ's resurrection was the firstfruits of the harvest, the “dead in Christ” make up the 
ingathering, and the Old Testament saints and the Tribulation saints are the gleanings. 
The unsaved dead will be resurrected after the millennial period and will appear at the 
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Great White Throne, after which they will be cast into the lake of fire.

The “dead in Christ” will be resurrected just before the living Christians are raptured 
before the Tribulation period.  The Old Testament saints and the Tribulation saints seem 
to be resurrected following the Tribulation and before the Millennial Kingdom is set up. 
Revelation 20:4,5 says, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them:  and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.”

The Church Age ends at the rapture.  God is finished with the church at that time.  That is 
the time that He resurrects those believers of the Church age who have died and brings 
them to be with Himself.  But God is not yet finished with Israel, not until the end of 
their refinement, their purging during the Tribulation.  When Israel repents and turns 
again to God at the end of the Tribulation, then God will bring them into the Kingdom 
which He had promised them.  It will be during the Millennium that all the covenants 
that God made with Israel will be fulfilled.  

Daniel 12:3 - “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the  
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever.”

Those who have the insight and discernment to reject the Antichrist and to instead 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ during the Tribulation years are those whom Christ calls 
the wise in this verse.  They will shine forth in a world of darkness, and they will cause 
others to turn to Jesus for salvation and righteousness, as well. Matthew 13:43 -- “Then 
shall the righteousness shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  

Daniel 12:4 - “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book,  
even to the time of the end:  many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall  
be increased.”

After Christ had finished giving Daniel these revelations concerning future things,  He 
told him to “shut up the words and seal the book.”   In other words, Daniel was asked to 
preserve or keep these words until the end time.  At the time of Daniel, there were still 
many years before these things would come to pass, and it would be at a later time that 
people would need to read and understand them.  Christ said that many would run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”  The running “to and fro” may refer to the 
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increased travel that people would do in the last days.  In the time of Daniel, people did 
not leave their home territory often nor go very far.  Travel was limited to walking or on 
the back of an animal such as a camel or horse.  Today, it is quite common for people to 
visit different continents from the one on which they live.  Air travel has made it possible 
to go great distances in a relatively short amount of time.  

It also may mean that people in the last days are running to and fro to find some sort of 
peace or answer to life's problems.  People travel to visit a guru or religious teacher in 
some far-off place.  A young man from Verona spent some time traveling the world for 
just that reason.  During his travels, he found what he thought he was looking for and 
adopted an eastern type religion and married a woman from that culture.  He returned to 
Verona, and a story was written about him in our local paper a few years back.  Others 
seek out local psychics, or psychologists or prophets, some of whom are on the TV 
spouting out their versions of peace and health and serenity.  For the most part, they have 
rejected the truth found in the Word of God through Jesus Christ.

Knowledge has increased.  Very few people received much formal education in the time 
of Daniel, just a select few.  Now, institutions of higher learning abound around the 
world, and many are educated in the sciences and history and literature.  The Internet, via 
our computers, makes available an answer to almost any question about any subject in 
which we are interested.

Daniel 12:5-7  “Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the  
one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank 
of the river.  And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the  
waters of the river, how long shall it be to the and of these wonders?  And I  
heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when  
he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he  
shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the people, all these things  
shall be finished.”

Suddenly Daniel was aware of two angels, one standing on each side of the Tigris River. 
The man clothed in linen, who was upon the waters of the river, was an appearance of 
Jesus Christ and He is the One who had been speaking to Daniel and giving him this 
recent revelation.  One of the angels asked Christ, “How long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders?”   He was asking about the antichrist and how long will he be able to 
continue his persecution of Israel once he breaks his covenant with them.

Before answering, Christ held up both his right hand and His left hand to heaven and 
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swore an oath by God.  By using both hands, He emphasized the importance of this oath. 
He based His oath on the Sovereign God to assert the truthfulness and trustworthiness of 
His answer.  He gave Daniel the strongest possible assurance of the correctness of  His 
response.

There were two parts to His answer.  First, He said that the length of time of the 
persecution would be “a time, times and half a time” or three and one-half years. 
Second, He said that the persecution would last just until Israel's rebellion had been 
finished.  Israel's rebellion would end at the end of the seventieth seven of years.  At that 
time Israel will believe in Christ.  So Christ was saying that Antichrist's oppression of 
Israel will last only until it accomplishes God's purpose – the nation of Israel's 
conversion.

Daniel 12:8-13 - “And I heard, but I understood not:  then said I, O my Lord,  
what shall be the end of these things?  And He said, Go thy way, Daniel, for  
the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.  Many shall be  
purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly:  and 
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  And 
from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the  
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two 
hundred and ninety days.  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the  
thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.  But go thou thy way till the  
end be:  for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”

Daniel had heard the words of Christ as He gave these revelations to him, but there were 
things which he still did not understand.  So Daniel asked Christ to explain to him, what 
would be the event or result that would end the persecution of Israel.  He wanted to know 
how Israel's deliverance would happen.

Christ did not give the answer that he sought.  Instead, He told Daniel to “go his way” 
because the “words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.”  Christ was 
explaining to Daniel that he should not be concerned about it because it would not be 
important to him.  These events would not occur during Daniel's lifetime.  It will be 
important to those who will be living during the end time, and therefore the words should 
be preserved or kept for their benefit.

Christ indicated that many Jews would be saved during this time of persecution.  They 
would be “purified and made white.”  Antichrist's persecution would cause many to turn 
to Jesus Christ for salvation.  But the rest of the Jews would continue to act wickedly. 
Those who become saved would be given understanding of these words that He had 
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given to Daniel.  Those who remained wicked would not understand.

In verses eleven and twelve of chapter twelve, there are two different numbers of days of 
future events. Both numbers begin counting at the midpoint of the tribulation, the time 
when the sacrifices are taken away and the abomination of desolation is set up.  The first 
number is 1,290 days or thirty days longer than the end of the tribulation.  The second 
number is 1,335 days or seventy-five days longer than the tribulation will continue after 
the midpoint.

Christ did not explain the significance of these two sets of days,  so one can only surmise 
what might occur during them that makes them meaningful.  Tim LaHaye suggests that 
the first thirty days are used to cleanse the Temple and make it ready for the Millennial 
Kingdom.  He wrote in his book, Charting the End Times, “Since Daniel 12:11 is 
concerned with the Temple sacrifice and the 'abomination of desolation,' it is safe to 
conclude that the first 30-day interval relates to the Temple.  We know from Ezekiel 40-
48 that the Lord will establish a Temple during the Millennium.  Thus the 30-day period 
will be the time in which the Millennial Temple will be set up and prepared for use.”

Renald Showers suggests that the 30-day period would be the time of the judgment of the 
nations which will take place following the Tribulation to determine who will enter the 
Millennial Kingdom, by separating the believers from the unbelievers.

Tim LaHaye thinks that the next 45 day period might be the time for  the judgment of the 
nations.  Renald Showers considers that the 45-day period might be used for the purpose 
of setting up “the government structure necessary to operate the kingdom.  The 
Scriptures indicate that the saints will reign with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom 
(Rev. 20:4-6).  After the saints and unbelievers have been separated, it will take time to 
appoint saints to different government posts and to inform them of their various 
responsibilities.”

Although we do not know the events that will take place during these two periods of 
time, we do know that God has a plan and a purpose for so designating them.

The last verse of Daniel tells Daniel again to go his way.  It assures Daniel that after his 
death (rest), he shall stand to receive his allotment in the Kingdom.  He shall be 
resurrected along with the other Old Testament saints at the end of the days, after God 
has finished  the purifying of Israel in the Tribulation.


