
Daniel Lesson Twenty-One – The Willful King

History of Egypt and Syria

Daniel 11:20 “Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory 
of the kingdom:but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger,  
nor in battle.”

Antiochus the Great was succeeded by his son, Seleucus IV Philopator (187-176 B.C.). 
The Romans required him to pay a 1,000 talent tribute each year.  So he laid a heavy tax 
on the people of his kingdom.  Seleucus sent his prime minister, Heliodorus, to Jerusalem 
to take wealth from the Temple treasury.  A short time later, Seleucus suddenly and 
mysteriously died, possibly of poisoning in 176 B.C.

Daniel 11: 21 “And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they 
shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably,  
and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.” 

Seleucus IV Philopator was succeeded by Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.). 
Antiochus was not the rightful heir to the throne.  It belonged to one of his brother's 
(Seleucus IV Philopator) two sons.  Antiochus took the throne upon Seleucus' death by 
flattery and intrigue.

Daniel 11: 22-24 - “And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown 
from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.  
And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully:  for he shall  
come up, and shall become strong with a small people.  He shall enter  
peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that  
which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter  
among them the prey, and spoil, and riches:  yea, and he shall forecast his 
devices against the strong holds, even for a time.”

Egypt prepared an army to march against Antiochus.  When Antiochus learned this, he 
marched his army south to attack the Egyptian army.  He was overwhelmingly successful 
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at a battle on the Mediterranean seacoast between Gaza and the Nile delta.

Antiochus allowed the Jewish High Priest, Onias, to be deposed and replaced by his 
brother, Jason.  Onias was called “the prince of the covenant,” because it was the high 
priest's duty to see that Israel kept its covenant with God.

Antiochus offered friendship to Egypt in order to get Egypt to let its guard down.  Then 
he tried to gain control of Egypt by deceit.  In spite of the small size of his kingdom, 
Antiochus began to rise in power.  

Antiochus robbed the richest parts of his kingdom and distributed the wealth among the 
poor in order to gain their support. (I Maccabees 3:30)

Daniel 11:25-27 - “And he shall stir up his power and his courage against  
the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be  
stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand:  
for they shall forecast devices against him.  Yea, they that feed of the portion  
of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow; and many shall  
fall down slain.  And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and 
they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper:  for yet the end 
shall be at the time appointed.”

Antiochus invaded Egypt and defeated the army of Ptolemy VI Philometor because some 
of Ptolemy's men betrayed him and helped the Syrians.  Ptolemy was overthrown and 
taken captive by Antiochus.  The brother of Ptolemy Philomtor, Ptolemy VII Euergetes, 
was then crowned as king of Egypt.

Antiochus pretended to befriend Ptolemy Philometor, whom he had captured, in order to 
get his help against Euergetes.  Antiochus promised to reconquer Egypt and to restore 
Ptolemy Philometor as king.   Philometor pretended to believe him, but both intended to 
use the other to gain control of Egypt.  Both failed.  Antiochus did conquer Memphis, but 
not Alexandria.  Philometor became king of Memphis, but had to settle for a joint rule of 
Egypt with his brother.

Their intentions failed because God said that “the end shall be at the time appointed.” 
God was using these wars as part of His indignation against Israel.

Daniel 11:28-35 -  “Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and 
his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and 
return to his land.  At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward  
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the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter. For the ships of  
Chittim shall come against him:  therefore he shall be grieved, and return 
and have indignation against the holy covenant:  so shall he do; he shall  
even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.  
And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of  
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the  
abomination that maketh desolate.  And such as do wickedly against the  
covenant shall be corrupt by flatteries:  but the people that do know their  
God shall be strong, and do exploits.  And they that understand among the 
people shall instruct many:  yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by  
captivity, and by spoil, many days.  Now when they shall fall, they shall be  
helped with a little help:  but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.  And 
some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to  
make them white, even to the time of the end:  because it is yet for a time 
appointed.”

Although Antiochus had not conquered all of Egypt, he did take much wealth from 
Egypt to Syria  Before this campaign against Egypt, Antiochus had removed Jason as 
high priest and replaced him with Manelaus.  Manelaus had offered a high bribe to 
Antiochus for the position.  Jason raised a Jewish force to attack Jerusalem and 
overthrow Menelaus.  He had heard a false rumor that Antiochus had died while in Egypt. 
When Antiochus returned from Egypt, he was determined to teach the rebel Jews a 
lesson.  He killed many Jews, sold many into slavery,  plundered the Temple of its 
valuable contents and carried these sacred objects of God into Syria.  This showed his 
contempt for Israel's covenant relationship with God.  (Daniel 11:28)

When Antiochus learned that Ptolemy Philometor and Ptolemy Euergetes had formed a 
coalition to rule Egypt jointly, Antiochus felt betrayed.  As a result, he invaded Egypt a 
third time in 168 B.C.  In the vision, Christ had told Daniel that the time of this invasion 
was appointed by God. (verses 27, 29)   Antiochus was not successful as he had been two 
years earlier.  Rome sent aid to Egypt by ships to prevent Antiochus from taking Egypt. 
Popilius Laenes, the leader of the Roman army,  told Antiochus to either leave Egypt or 
fight Rome.  Antiochus chose to leave Egypt.  (Daniel 11:30)

Filled with anger, Antiochus decided to take out his bitter feelings upon Israel.  The Jews 
were opposing his efforts to force Greek culture upon Israel.  Menelaus, the High Priest 
whom he had installed, and his apostate Jewish followers were rejecting worship of the 
true God of Israel and favored the Hellenization process.  (Verses 30, 32; 1 Macc. 1:11-
15, 2 Macc. 4:4-17)
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Syria soldiers, under order of Antiochus, stationed themselves in the Temple and the 
fortress which guarded the Temple.  An edict was issued that all nationalities were to be 
fused into one people.  All were to worship Greek deities.  Regular Temple sacrifices to 
God were stopped.  Syrian soldiers and harlots performed licentious heathen rites in the 
Temple courts.  Pigs were sacrificed to Greek gods.  Jews were required to partake in a 
drunken orgy to Bacchus.  The Old Testament scriptures were to be destroyed.  A pagan 
altar was erected over the altar of God and the Temple was dedicated to Zeus.

The apostate Jews were flattered by Antiochus into completely perverting the faith of 
Israel.  But there was a group of Jews who knew the true God and bravely and strongly 
acted in obedience to the God of Israel.  (Verse 32)

Mattathias Maccabeus and his five sons refused to forsake the covenant of God.  They 
refused to offer the pagan sacrifice and even killed Antiochus' representative who had 
ordered him to make the sacrifice.  The Maccabees fled to the mountains.  Others then 
joined up with them in their revolt against Antiochus.  They paid a high price and many 
were killed and abused by Syrian forces. (Verses 34, 35)  God allowed these things to 
happen so that His people might be purified and be able to serve God better. (Verse 35)

Daniel was reminded of two things:
1. God is sovereign.  He has determined the times of history.
2. Israel would continue to be persecuted until Christ's Second Coming. (V. 35)

The Willful King

Daniel 11: 36-39 - “And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall  
exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak  
marvelous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the  
indignation be accomplished:  for that that is determined shall be done.  
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor 
regard any god:  for he shall magnify himself above all.  But in his estate  
shall he honour the god of forces:  and a god whom his fathers knew not  
shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant  
things.  Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom 
he shall acknowledge and increase with glory:  and he shall cause them to  
rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.”

Scholars believe that there is a great gap of time between verse 35 and verse 36.  The 
prophecies of verses 2-35 we fulfilled in history by the end of the days of Antiochus 
Epiphanes.  Beginning in verse 36 are prophecies which will not be fulfilled until the last 
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several years prior to Christ's Second Coming.

Showers gives the following reasons for concluding that this gap exists between verses 
35 and 36:

1. There is nothing from the past historical events that corresponds exactly with the 
prophecies beginning at verse 36.
2. Other prophetic passages which describe te Antichrist correspond exactly with the 
description of the king beginning in verse 36.
3. According to Daniel 12:1, during the time described in Daniel 11:36-45 “there will be 
a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time.”  In 
Matthew 24:21-22, 29-31, Jesus used nearly the same words to describe the time period 
immediately before His Second Coming.  “For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning to the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (Matt. 24:21)

Christ described the Antichrist:
1. Antichrist will do as he pleases.  He will be an absolute dictator.  Paul called him the 
man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.
2. Antichrist will be a blasphemer of the true God.  The same was said of the Little Horn 
of Daniel 7:25.  “And he shall speak great words against the most High...”  It was also 
said of the Beast of Revelation 13:5, “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies...”
3. Antichrist will prosper.  God will allow Antichrist to prosper while He is chastening 
Israel, but it will last only until the end of the Tribulation.  For whatGod has determined 
will be accomplished.
4. Antichrist will be opposed to the true and show no respect for the God of his fathers. 
This may indicate that Antichrist will be Jewish because the expression “the God of his 
fathers,” is a Jewish expression that refers to the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
However, Renald Showers says that the word translated as God  could be singular or 
plural, and may refer to gods of pagans.  
5. Antichrist will show no regard “for the desire of women.”  Many have puzzled over 
what this means.  Many have interpreted it to refer to the fact that Jewish women of the 
Old Testament times desired to become the mother of the Messiah.  If this is correct, 
then it means that Antichrist has no regard for the Messiah.  Not only will he refuse to 
worship Him, but he will be totally opposed to Him.
6. Antichrist will not show regard for any god.  Paul wrote of Antichrist in 2 
Thessalonians 2:4, “ Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God.”   Antichrist will be an atheist, a rejector of every form of established religion.
7. Antichrist will exalt himself above every god.  Jesus said that he would erect an 
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image of himself in the future Temple.  Matthew 24:15 - “When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place...” 
Rev. 13:8 - “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him...”  Antichrist will set 
himself up as deity.
8. Antichrist will make war his god. Daniel 11:38 - “But in his estate shall he honour the 
God of forces:  and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with old, and silver, 
and with precious stones, and pleasant things.”  He will invest huge sums of money into 
building a military machine for waging war.
9. Antichrist will attack the strongest military installations in the world.  He will reward 
his most avid followers, in either one of two ways:

1. By giving positions of rulership over large groups.
2. By giving gifts of choice portions of land.

In order to get these rewards, people will have pay a high price.  They will have to sell 
their souls in total devotion to this man who will claim to be God. (Verse 39)

The Military Career of Antichrist

Daniel 11:40-45 – And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push  
at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind,  
with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter  
into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.  He shall enter also into  
the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown:  but these shall  
escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children 
of Ammon.  He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries:  and the  
land of Egypt shall not escape.  But he shall have power over the treasures of  
gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt:  and the Libyans 
and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.  But tidings out of the east and out of  
the north shall trouble him:  therefore he shall go forth with great fury to  
destroy, and utterly to make away many.  And he shall plant the tabernacles 
of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall  
come to his and, and none shall help him.”

During the first half of the seven years of the Tribulation period, Egypt and Syria, kings 
of the south and of the north, will attack Israel.  Because of the covenant which Antichrist 
made with Israel, which bonded Israel with Antichrist, an attack against Israel is 
considered by Antichrist to be an attack against himself.  Antichrist will rush his army 
through many countries on his way to Israel, the glorious land.  Antichrist seems to come 
from the north and goes toward the south.  But the lands of Edom, Moab and Ammon, he 
will bypass.  This would include present day Jordan.



Daniel Lesson 21 – Page 125

Antichrist takes his army to Egypt where he will have military success.  He will take 
treasures from Egypt.  He may go as far as the eastern border of Libya, but he will not 
conquer Libya or Ethiopia.  While there, he hears disturbing news from the east and from 
the north, and so he turns around and heads north.  Libya and Ethiopia will be at his 
heels.

Perhaps, the disturbing news which he hears will be about the invasion spoken of in 
Ezekiel 38-39.  This invasion will be led by Russia (land of Magog).  Russia will be 
joined by Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, and Turkey.   This invasion will not take place until a 
time that Israel will feel secure, and will be living “without walls, and having neither bars 
nor gates.”  The only time that Israel will feel secure since coming into their land in 1948 
and before the Millennium, will be during the first three and one-half years of the 
Tribulation period.  They will feel secure then because of the covenant which they will 
make with Antichrist.

When Antichrist hears that Israel has been invaded by Russia and her allies, “he shall go 
forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.”  (Verse 44)  Antichrist 
will be furious.  He will turn around and head north with the aim of annihilating the 
invaders.  Before he arrives, however, God will have intervened on behalf of Israel, and 
Russia and her allies will already have been destroyed.

Now that this opponent of Antichrist has been eliminated, he will have a free hand to do 
whatever he wants to do.  So he will establish his royal headquarters on Mount Zion, 
(literally the glorious holy mountain).  This is the mountain where Jerusalem and the 
Temple stand, between the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea.

Since it will be obvious to all that Russia and her allies were defeated supernaturally, 
Antichrist may attempt to take the credit for it.  As we have already learned he will claim 
to be God and will erect an image of himself to be worshipped.  When he makes that 
claim, he will then break his covenant with Israel and will begin to persecute the Jews 
mercilessly for the second half of the seven years.

“Yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”  Daniel 11:45.   
In 2 Thessalonians 2:8, we read “whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”


