
Daniel Lesson Twenty – Prophecy Fulfilled

Daniel 11:1 - “Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to  
confirm and to strengthen him.” 

These are the words of the angelic messenger sent to Daniel in chapter ten.  He explained 
in chapter ten and verse 21 that he had come to “shew thee (Daniel) that which is noted in 
the scripture of truth.”  In Daniel 10:1, the third year of Cyrus king of Persia is given as 
the time for this revelation given to Daniel by the heavenly messenger.

Daniel 11:2 - “And now will I shew thee the truth.  Behold, there shall stand 
up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all:  
and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm 
of Grecia.”

Here begins the most remarkable recording of history in advance ever written.  Critics of 
the Bible, and of the Book of Daniel in particular, declare that this had to have been 
written hundreds of years later and not during the year 536 B.C., as the Scripture clearly 
claims, because every one of the events in the next 18 verses came to pass just as 
recorded here by Daniel.

Following Cyrus, the next three kings of Medo-Persia were Cambyses (529-522 B.C.), 
Pseudo-Smerdis (522-521 B.C.), and Darius I Hystaspes (521-486 B.C.).  The fourth 
successor to Cyrus was Xerxes I (486-465 B.C.)  Xerxes I is the same person as 
Ahasuerus of the Book of Esther.  Xerxes became very rich and formed a huge army for 
the purpose of invading Greece which he did in 480 B.C.  The invasion was not 
successful for Xerxes; he failed to conquer Greece.  This is just as written in verse two.

Daniel 11:3, 4 - “And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great  
dominion, and do according to his will.  And when he shall stand up, his  
kingdom shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his  
posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled:  for his kingdom 
shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.”
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The “mighty king” is referring to Alexander the Great, who conquered many lands and 
established a Greek Empire.  However, he died young at the age of 33, leaving no heirs. 
His empire was divided up among four of his generals.

Daniel 11:5, 6 - “And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his  
princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his  
dominion shall be a great dominion.  And in the end of years they shall join  
themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the  
king of the north to make an agreement but she shall not retain the power of  
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm:  but she shall be given up, and 
they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in  
these times.”

Only two of the divisions of Alexander's kingdom became significant; Egypt, which was 
ruled by the Ptolemy dynasty, and Syria, which was ruled by the Seleucids.  Egypt, 
being south of Israel was ruled by “the king of the south,” and Syria, being north of 
Israel, was ruled by the “king of the north.”  The king of the south was Ptolemy I Soter 
who ruled Egypt from 323 to 285 B.C.  Seleucus I Nicator served him for some years, 
but in 312 B.C. Seleucus became ruler of Babylonia.  In time, Seleucus gained control of 
Syria, southern Asia Minor and the Iranian plateau, giving him a larger dominion than 
that of Ptolemy I Soter.

Later, after the times of those two kings, the king of Egypt, Ptolemy II Philadelphus, and 
the king of Syria, Antiochus II Theos, formed an alliance.  Ptolemy's daughter, Berenice, 
became married to Antiochus to bind the alliance.  Antiochus was forced to divorce his 
first wife, Laodice, by Ptolemy, in order to marry Berenice.  The marriage did not last 
very long.  After Ptolemy died, Laodice had her husband, Berenice, and Berenice's baby 
all murdered.

Daniel 11:7-9 – But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his  
estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of  
the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and prevail:  And shall  
carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their  
precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than 
the king of the north.  So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom,  
and shall return into his own land.”

Ptolemy III Euergetes, Berenice's brother, became king of Egypt after the death of his 
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father.  To avenge the death of his sister, Euergetes, marched north, defeated the Syrian 
army and had Laodice put to death.  He conquered large areas of the Seleucid kingdom 
and carried back to Egypt 40,000 talents of silver and 2,500 idols.  He remained more 
powerful than the Syrians for a number of years.  However, the new Syrian king, 
Seleucus Callinicus, was defeated and had to return home when he made an excursion 
into Egypt.

Daniel 11:10 – “But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a 
multitude of great forces:  and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and 
pass though:  then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.”

The sons of Seleucus Callinicus, Seleucus III Ceraunus and Antiochus III the Great put 
together a huge army for Syria.  Seleucus was killed in battle, so Antiochus was left in 
charge of the army.  He had made many conquests by 219 B.C.,  retaking Syrian territory 
held by Egypt, parts of Israel and Transjordan.  After a period of peace, he again went on 
the offensive and conquered to the south to the fortress at Raphia. 

Daniel 11:11-12 - “And the king of the south shall be moved with choler,  
and shall come forth and fight with him, even the king of the north:  and he  
shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his  
hand.  And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted  
up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands:  but he shall not be  
strengthened by it.”

Ptolemy got angry with these advances into Egyptian territory by Antiochus, and 
he assembled an army of 70,000 infantry, 5,000 cavalry and 73 elephants and 
marched against Antiochus.  Antiochus had 72,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, and 
102 elephants.  The two armies clashed at Raphia in 217 B.C.  Egypt won a great 
victory.  Ptolemy, although very proud of his victory, did not attempt to retake all 
of his lost territory, but returned home satisfied.  This victory put Israel under the 
control of Egypt.

Daniel 11:13 - “For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a  
multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years  
with a great army and much riches.”

In 203 B.C. Ptolemy Philopator and his wife died.  Their son, Ptolemy V Epiphanes 
became king of Egypt, although he was only four years old.  Antiochus the Great took 
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advantage of this time to retaliate for his previous defeat.  He marched south against 
Egypt once again, with a larger and better equipped army.  

Daniel 11:14 - “And in those times there shall many stand up against the  
king of the south :  also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves  to  
establish the vision; but they shall fall.”

Antiochus had made a pact with Philip V of Macedonia, with Egyptian rebels who 
opposed their child king, and with some Jewish men who resented Egypt's influence 
in Israel.  These Jewish men had hoped that their alliance with Syria would free them 
from Egypt.  But it brought Israel under the grasp of Syria and made it subject to the 
horrors that Antiochus Epiphanes would bring about in the future, fulfilling the vision 
in Daniel 8.

Daniel 11:15 - “So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount,  
and take the most fenced cities:  and the arms of the south shall not  
withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to  
withstand.”

In 198 B.C., Antiochus the Great besieged and conquered Sidon, a fortress city in which 
Scopas, an Egyptian general was located.  Three different Egyptian generals failed in 
three different attempts to rescue Scopas.  This victory for Syria ended Egypt's rule over 
Israel.

Daniel 11:16 - “But he that cometh against him shall do according to his  
own will, and none shall stand before him:  and he shall stand in the  
glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.”

Antiochus now had no opposition and he had a free hand to do according to his own 
will.  He came to Israel and took complete control of the land.  He treated the Jews well 
and released Jerusalem from taxes for three years and sent money to the Temple.

Daniel 11:17 - “He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his  
whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do:  and he shall  
give him the daughter of women, corrupting her:  but she shall not stand on 
his side, neither be for him.”
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Because of the rising power of Rome, Antiochus feared to risk a military invasion of 
Egypt.  Instead, he decided to make a treaty with Egypt that would bring Egypt under 
his control.  As part of the treaty, Antiochus arranged for his daughter, Cleopatra I to 
marry the Egyptian king,  Ptolemy Epiphanes who was only ten years old. (The 
Cleopatra that we are most familiar with from history, was born much later in Egypt. 
She was Cleopatra VII.)   Antiochus anticipated that his daughter would aid him against 
her husband.  She was to work for him to ruin Egypt from the inside.  Instead, Cleopatra 
sided with her husband against her father.

Daniel 11:18 - “After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take  
many:  but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by  
him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.”

Beginning in 197 B.C. Antiochus the Great conquered several Aegean Sea islands and 
parts of Asia Minor and Thrace.  These were territories that Rome had its eye on and 
hoped to control.  So Antiochus boasted of his success against Roman interests.  Rome 
then sent out their general, Lucius Cornelius Scipio to deal with Antiochus.  In 191 B.C. 
Scipio forced Antiochus out of Greece.  In 190 B.C., Scipio defeated Antiochus in the 
Battle of Magnesia in Asia Minor.  In 188 B.C. the Romans forced Antiochus to 
surrender all of Asia Minor.  Now it was Rome's turn to boast about what they had done 
to the interests of Antiochus.

Daniel 11:19 - “Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land :  
but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found.”

Antiochus the Great had been so badly defeated that he returned to his home in Syria. 
Never again, was he able to conquer the strongholds of other lands.  In 187 B.C. he was 
killed while trying to rob a temple in Elam.

Daniel 11:20 - “Then he shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the  
glory of the kingdom:  but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in  
anger, nor in battle.” 

Antiochus the Great was succeeded by his son, Seleucus IV Philopator.  The Romans 
levied a heavy tax, of 1,000 talents per year on him.  To pay this tribute, he was forced 
to put a heavy tax upon his people.  Seleucus sent his prime minister, Heliodorus to 
Jerusalem to take wealth from the Temple treasury.  But Seleucus suddenly and 
mysteriously died, possibly of poisoning in 176 B.C.


