
Daniel Lesson Nineteen – The Vision of the Man

Daniel 10:1-3 “In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was 
revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing 
was true, but the time appointed was long:  and he understood the thing,  
and had understanding of the vision.  In those days I Daniel was mourning 
three full weeks.  I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my 
mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were  
fulfilled.”

Daniel received another revelation approximately two years after the Babylonian 
captivity was officially ended by King Cyrus.  Before Daniel received this revelation, he 
had been mourning and fasting for three weeks.  Daniel wanted to understand why Israel 
was continuing to suffer as shown in his vision of chapter eight.

On a day in April (the first month), Daniel was standing beside the Hiddekel River (Tigris 
River), when he saw a vision of a man.  His appearance as described by Daniel seems to 
indicate that he was not a mere man, but instead a supernatural being.  

It is natural to compare this description with the description of the one considered to be 
Jesus Christ in Revelation 1:13-16.

Daniel's Vision of the Man, Daniel 10:6 John's Vision of Christ, Rev. 1:13-16
He was dressed in white linen. He was clothed in a garment down to his 

feet.
He wore a girdle around his waist of pure 
gold.

He wore a golden girdle.

His body gleamed like beryl. His head and hairs were white like wool.
His face shone like lightning.
His eyes seemed to be lamps of fire. His eyes were like a flame of fire.
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Daniel's Vision of the Man, Daniel 10:6 John's Vision of Christ, Rev. 1:13-16
His arms and feet appeared like polished 
brass.

His feet  were like fine brass.

His voice sounded as the voice of a great 
crowd.

His voice was like the sound of many 
waters.

Who was this being, who was obviously not a human being?  Was he an angel or the Son 
of God?  In verse 13, it says that this one was hindered in coming to Daniel by “the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia.”  This prince refers to an evil angel who met this first 
being somewhere in the heavenlies.  If this being was Jesus Christ, how could He 
become hindered by any created being.  No angel is stronger than Almighty God.

A good angel, Michael, came to His aid.  Certainly, Jesus Christ would not require the 
help of an angel.

Bible scholars, nevertheless, seem to believe that it was indeed, Jesus Christ who 
appeared to Daniel.  These scholars have provided various answers to these puzzling 
questions.

Renald Showers said that since Jesus Christ allowed men to crucify Him, He also could 
have allowed an evil angel to detain Him, if that fulfilled some divine purpose.
Showers explains that although it is also true that Jesus Christ does not require the help 
of holy angels, He could choose to allow such help just as He used the help of angels 
after His temptation by Satan.

Clarence Larkin believes that “man” was Jesus Christ, but that He was 
accompanied by the Angel Gabriel.  He compares it to the vision which Daniel 
had in chapter eight.  In that vision Daniel heard the “man” of the vision call 
Gabriel and command him to interpret Daniel's vision.

When Daniel saw this vision in chapter ten, his strength left him and he fell into a 
trance with his face towards the ground, just as he had done with the previous 
vision (Daniel 8:17, 18).  Daniel was touched and helped to his knees.  Clarence 
Larkin believes that it was the Angel Gabriel who touched Daniel and helped him 
to his knees, just as he had done in chapter eight, verse eighteen.  He also was 
told by Gabriel that he was “greatly beloved.”  In chapter nine and verse 23, 
Gabriel came to Daniel as He was praying and asking forgiveness for the sins of 
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Israel.  He touched Daniel and told him that he was “greatly beloved.”  Now in 
chapter ten, verse 11, He told Daniel to stand on his feet and to understand the 
words which He had been sent to tell Daniel.  His words to Daniel caused Daniel 
to tremble in fear, but he was told, “fear not.”

This one, whom Larkin identifies as Gabriel, told Daniel that He had set out to 
come to Daniel from the first moment that Daniel had started to chasten himself 
before God that he might understand God's plan for Israel.  On the way to Daniel, 
he met with the prince of Persia who detained Him for twenty-one days, until 
Michael, the archangel, came to help Him.  This evil angel under the direction of 
Satan, purposed to prevent the delivering of a new revelation concerning God's 
plan for Israel.  Satan had assigned a high-ranking angel to be the prince of 
Medo-Persia and God had assigned a high-ranking holy angel to look after the 
welfare of Israel, Michael.  

Gabriel told Daniel that He had come to him to help him understand what things 
the future held for his people, Israel.  These things which he will explain to him 
will not happen for a long time, but it will be “in the latter days.”

Hearing His words caused Daniel to go silent and to turn his face toward the ground. 
When Gabriel touched Daniel's lips, Daniel was then able to speak.  Daniel called him, 
“my lord,” indicating that Daniel recognized he was speaking to someone superior to 
himself.  Daniel said that the sorrows of the vision had taken away his strength and his 
breath.  When Gabriel touched him once again, his strength began to return.  

Again Daniel was told by Gabriel that he was “greatly beloved.”  He told Daniel to “be 
strong.' and as he spoke, Daniel was strengthened more.  Then He told Daniel that he 
had to go back to fight against the Prince of Persia, and after he was gone the Prince of 
Greece would come.  He was telling Daniel that after the Medo-Persian Empire had 
gone, it would be replaced with the Kingdom of Greece, and the prince of Persia would 
be replaced by another evil prince, the prince of Greece. 

Next, He told Daniel that He would show Daniel “the scripture of truth.”  The “scripture 
of truth” was the pre-written history of the wars of the Ptolemies of Egypt and the 
Seleucidae of Syria.  This history is given in chapter eleven. He tells Daniel that he and 
the Angel Michael are co-workers against the powers of Satan.


