
Daniel Lesson Seventeen – The Gap
 Daniel 9:26
“And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:  and 
the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the  
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are  
determined.”

This verse tells what shall happen after the sixty-two weeks, but before the one week mentioned in the 
next verse.  The one week is the last of the seventy weeks that Gabriel tells Daniel “are determined upon 
thy people” in verse 24.   This verse mentions two different events that will occur after the sixty-nine 
weeks (the seven weeks plus the sixty-two weeks).  The first is that the “Messiah be cut off.” This means 
that the Messiah will be killed.  He will not be “cut off” for Himself, but to give salvation to all who will 
place their faith in Him.  He had no sins,  He had committed no crimes and did not die because of His 
own sins, but for the sins of the world.  The second event is that “the city” (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary 
(the Temple) would be destroyed.  Jesus Christ was crucified only one (actual) week after the close of 
the sixty-nine weeks.  The Temple, however, was not destroyed until nearly forty years after the end of 
the sixty-nine weeks, in 70 A.D.  Thus, it seems that there is a space of time between the group of “sixty-
nine weeks” and the “seventieth week.”  How long will this space of time be?  We do not know, but it 
has already been more than two thousand years.  The seventieth week will not begin until the prince of 
the people who came and destroyed Jerusalem, the Romans under Titus, will “confirm the covenant with 
many for one week.”  This has not yet happened.

In verse 25 of Daniel nine, “Messiah the Prince,” is spoken of.  That, of course, refers to Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah of the Jewish people, and our Savior.  In verse 26 , it speaks of “the prince that shall come.” 
These are two different princes.  The people that came and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple were the 
Romans.  This prince of verse 26 is to be the prince of those people who would come and destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple.  It is understood by Bible scholars that this is referring to Antichrist.

Daniel 9:27
“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:  and in the midst of the  
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of  
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that dtermined  
shall be poured upon the desolate.”

The “he” of this verse refers to the “prince that shall come.”  When the Antichrist makes this covenant 
with the Jewish people, then begins the final week of the seventy weeks or the seven year period of 
Tribulation.  After 3 1/2 years, or in the middle of the “week,” He shall order that the Jewish sacrifices 
and oblations cease, because he will order all people to worship him instead.  In Daniel 11:36, it reads, 
“And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every  
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god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods.”  These last three and ½ years will be 
terrible years for all people on the earth.  It is why Jesus warned the Jewish remnant (believing Jews) to 
“flee to the mountains”  This is also prophesied in Isaiah 16:4, “Let mine outcasts dwell with thee,  
Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler  
ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.”
 
But before this final week happens, there is a period of time of unknown length, known as the 
Church Age or Dispensation of Grace.  Even though the sixty-two week period began immediately 
following the seven week period, it is not unusual for prophecy in Scripture to be split and then 
fulfilled in two different time periods.  One good example of this is shown in Luke chapter four.  Jesus 
begins reading in the synagogue a prophecy from the Book of Isaiah, but stops reading in the middle of 
a sentence.  He then says, 'This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  He could not finish the 
sentence, because the latter part had not been fulfilled at that time and has not been fulfilled even today.

Luke 4:16-21
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  And there was 
delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book,  
he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he  
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the  
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the  
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  
And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes  
of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.   And he began to say unto  
them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Isa 61:1-2
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to  
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to  
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn;

The “day of vengeance” speaks of  the Tribulation period.  It was yet to be fulfilled, although the 
earlier part of the verse was fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, who came and did those things 
about which the verse writes.

Another example is the prophecy of Isaiah 9:6.  It says “For unto us a child is born.”  This was 
fulfilled 2,000 years ago at the birth of Jesus Christ.  The next clause says, “And the government shall  
be upon his shoulder.”  This is still future when He shall be King of the earth.  There are many other 
examples. Dwight Pentecost in his book, Things to Come, quotes Walvoord who quotes Ironside who 
gave many of these other instances of a prophecy being divided as to the time of its fulfillment.

Recognizing that there is a gap or a parenthesis between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week is 
essential for a correct understanding of this prophecy and end times events.  Alva McClain wrote in his 
book, Daniel's Prophecy of the the Seventy Weeks: 
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”If we see this principle and understand that the Seventieth Week lies in the future, we 
shall be saved from that popular but pernicious fallacy which assumes that God is 
finished with the nation of Israel.  'Seventy Weeks are determined upon thy people,' said 
the angel to Daniel, and if the last week is yet future, there is still a place for Israel in the 
divine plan.  In fact the whole plan will be consummated in that final week.  And the 
error of putting the Seventieth Week in immediate connection with the Sixty-ninth has 
undoubtedly made no small contribution to the erroneous theories of both Post-
millenialism and Amillennialism.”

McClain goes on to say that, 
“the acceptance of the Gap interpretation of the Seventieth week makes utterly  
impossible all date-setting schemes for the present age and for the second coming of our 
Lord, since the entire parenthesis of time between the Sixty-ninth and Seventieth Weeks 
is both unrevealed and elastic from the human standpoint.  Every scheme of date-setting 
requires for its basis a continuous prophetic chronology covering the present age. 
Without this, the date-setters are helpless.  And according to the Gap principle, there can 
be no such chronology.”  

The Seventy Weeks of Scripture

Clarence Larkin points out in his book, The Book of Daniel, 
“There is not only one 'Seventy Week' period in Scriptures but four, and that these four 
begin with the birth of Abraham, and follow each other, without a break, until the Second 
Coming of Christ, and are connected with the Jews only, and give us the 'Prophetic 
Chronology' of that nation, and prove that God in the Scriptures only reckons time when 
the Jews are in His favor, for there is no revelation of the length of the 'Times of the 
Gentiles,' or of the Church Period, in the Scriptures, for if there were, we might be able 
to find out the time of the Lord's return.” 

We shall look at the chart drawn by Clarence Larkin to see these four periods in Israel's history.  The 
first period is from the time of Abraham's birth until the Exodus, minus fifteen years between the 
conception of Ishmael to the birth of Isaac because Ishmael was a usurper. 

The second period is from the exodus to the building of Solomon's Temple.  Larkin explains:
“In 1 Kings 6:1 we are told that it was 480 years from the Exodus to the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign, when he began to build the Temple.  [Larkin figures 10 more years to 
complete the temple and its furnishings.]  But in Acts 13:18-21, Paul tells us in his 
sermon at Antioch that God for 40 years suffered the manners of Israel in the Wilderness; 
then, after the dividing of the land, for about 450 years (say 448 years), He gave them 
Judges (which it would appear included Joshua and the Elders that outlived him) until 
Samuel the Prophet, who acted as Judge about 20 years.  Then follows the reign of King 
Saul,40 years; the reign of King David, 40 years; and up to the fourth year of Solomon's 
reign, which makes from the Exodus to the building of the Temple 591 years.  Here there 
is a difference between the statement in Acts, and the one in 1 Kings, of 111 years.  How 
are we to account for it?  It is accounted for by not reckoning the time during that period 
that the Children of Israel were out of favor with God.  From the Exodus to the building 
of the Temple the Children of Israel were in SERVITUDE six times, as follows ---
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1. To MESOPOTAMIA. Judges 3:8 8 years.
2. To the MOABITES. Judges 3:12-14 18 years.
3. To the CANAANITES. Judges 4:2-3 20 years.
4. To the MIDIANITES. Judges 6:1 7 years.
5. To the PHILISTINES 

and AMMONITES. Judges 10:7, 8 18 years.
6. To the PHILISTINES. Judges 13:1   40   years.  

Total 111 years.

“Subtract these 111 years of 'Servitude' from Paul's statement in Acts of 591 years, and 
you have 480 years, the time mentioned in Kings, which clearly shows that the writer in 
Kings deducted the 'Years of Servitude' from the Exodus to the building of the Temple, 
thus recognizing the fact that God does not count time for the Children of Israel when 
they are in servitude to other nations.

“Now we know that the Temple was not finished until 7 years later (1 Kings 6:38), and 
as it probably took Hiram 3 years longer to cast the brazen pillars and make the brazen 
vessels for the service of the Temple (1 Kings 7:13-51), we have 10 years, which added 
to the 480 years, makes 490 years from the Exodus to the 'Dedication of the Temple' (1 
Kings 8:1-66), according to the Jewish way of reckoning time, but the actual time was 
480 years plus 111 of 'Servitude,' or 591 years, making the date of the 'Dedication of the 
Temple' B.C. 1005.”

The third seventy weeks is counted from the Edict of Artaxerxes to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, B.C. 
445 to the Dedication of the Temple, B.C. 1005.  That is 560 years, but when we deduct the 70 years of 
the Babylonian Captivity we have 490 years.

The fourth seventy weeks is the period covered in this prophecy in the ninth chapter of the book of 
Daniel.  Sixty-nine of those weeks ended with the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.  So 
far then, 483 years have gone past, but “one week” or seven years is yet to be fulfilled.

The Church Age

Ephesians 3:1-21.
“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If y have  heard  of  
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  How that by  
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore words, whereby, when 
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages  
was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles  
and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same 
body  and partakes of his promise by the gospel:  Whereof I was made a minister,  
according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me for the effectual working of his  
power.

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should  
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see  
who is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been  
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hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the  
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold  
witness of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our  
Lord:  In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.

“Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is our glory, For  
this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole  
family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you according to the riches of  
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to 
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to  
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the  
fulness of God.

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,  
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ  
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen.”

In the “gap” or the “parenthesis” between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week is the present church age 
or age of grace which began at Pentecost and will continue until the church is raptured or caught up to 
meet Jesus in the air.  After Pentecost the church gathered together at Antioch.  Acts 14:27  “And when 
they were come and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them,  
and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.”  

In a meeting in Jerusalem of the apostles and elders of the church, James told them in Acts 15:13-16: 
“... Men and brethren, hearken unto me:  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the  
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it  
is written,  After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen  
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:”  This shows that after the church 
age or after God has taken out a people from the Gentiles (called the church) for His name that He will 
then rebuild the tabernacle.   This was a prophecy given by Amos hundreds of years earlier.  In verse 9 
of chapter nine of Amos, it reads that God “will sift the house of Israel among all nations.”  Then in 
verse 11, it reads, “In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the  
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.”  This will 
happen after God has “sifted” Israel.

According to the Scriptures, there are three classes of people:  (1) The Jews, (2) The Gentiles, and (3) 
The Church of God. 1 Cor 10:32  “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to  
the church of God:”  The Jews and the Gentiles are distinct from each other.  All people who are not 
Jews are Gentiles, but the Church of God is composed of both Jews and Gentiles.  The Jews date back 
to Abraham and became a distinct nation at the Exodus.  The Church is a “new body” with its 
beginning at Pentecost.

At present, the Jews as a nation have been set aside by God.  During this age, “blindness in part is  
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”  (Romans 11:25)  When the Church is 
taken out of the world, the Jews will  undergo judgment in a period called “the time of Jacob's 
Trouble,” or the Tribulation.  Following the Tribulation, the Jews will again be restored and become the 
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“Head of the Nations” in the Millennial Kingdom.  The Jews are an earthly people and will inherit an 
earthly kingdom, while the Church is of heavenly people whose inheritance is heaven.
“And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land  
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”  Gen. 17:8
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus  
Christ” Phil. 3:20

The Church

In Scripture, the Church is compared to:
1. A house.  “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the  

house of God, which is the church, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  1 Timothy 3:15.
2. A temple.  “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in  

you?  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,  
which temple ye are.”  1 Corinthians 3:16, 17.

In Scripture, the Church is called:
1. The Body of Christ.  “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over  

all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” 
Eph. 1:22, 23.

2. The Bride of Christ.  “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy:  for I have espoused you 
to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”  2 Cor. 10:2.

Since the Church is a body, it must have a head.  A body cannot live without a head.  Christ is its head. 
“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many,  
are one body:  so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be  
Jew or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  For the  
body is not one member, but many.”  1 Corinthians 12:12-14

The Church, then, is an “organism” made up of living members.  The purpose of the Church is for 
showing the personality of Christ to the world.  The world can see Christ only through the members of 
His Church.  As Christ lives in and through us, as we speak for Him, and serve others; others may 
come to desire to have a relationship with Him.

Since the Church had its beginning at Pentecost and will end at the Rapture of the Saints, then only 
those who are saved between those two times belong to the Church.  The Old Testament saints are the 
“Friends of the Bridegroom,” but they are not the Bride.  In Revelation 19:9 we read, “Blessed are they 
which are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  The Bride is not called (invited) to her own 
wedding, she is there as the bride.  The “called” are the guests.  The guests will be the Old Testament 
saints, and the martyrs of the Tribulation.  Angels and other heavenly beings will be spectators.  They 
cannot be guests because the guests are those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.


