
Daniel Lesson Sixteen – The Seventy Weeks

Daniel 9: 20-23
“And while I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin, and the sin of my people  
Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of  
my God; Yea, whilest I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in  
the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening  
oblation.  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come 
forth to give thee skill and understanding.  At the beginning of thy supplications the  
commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:  
therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.”

Daniel's prayer of confession and supplication for his people, the Jews, was being made at the time that 
the evening oblation or evening sacrifice would have been made, had the Temple in Jerusalem still 
existed.  Although there was no Temple, and he was an exile in Babylon, Daniel did not fail to pray 
regularly between three and four o'clock in the afternoon, referred to in Scripture as the “ninth hour”, the 
hour at which Jesus Christ would later die on Calvary.

His prayer was interrupted by the appearance of Gabriel, who touched Daniel.  At the beginning of 
Daniel's prayer, Gabriel started out from heaven and flew to Daniel, arriving before Daniel had finished 
his prayer.  He had come to give Daniel understanding concerning the visions.  He told Daniel that he 
was beloved in heaven. 

The words given by Gabriel to Daniel in these next verses are some of the most significant words in all 
of Biblical prophecy.  In fact, they are the key to understanding the chronology of prophecy.  They also 
show that the “seventy weeks” cover only the time when the Jews are living in their own land and not in 
subjection to other nations. 

Daniel 9:24
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the  
transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to  
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to annoint  
the most Holy.”

The Hebrew word for week is shabua, which literally means “sevened.”  It is used to designate a group 
or collection of seven things.  It could be compared to our English word “dozen.”  The word “dozen” 
means twelve of something.  It could be used for a dozen eggs or a dozen doughnuts, but it is not used 
by itself.  We could not go to a store and simply ask for a dozen because the store keeper would want to 
know, a dozen of what.  Likewise shabua must be understood as “seven” of something.  It could be a 
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shabua or week of days, reckoned from sabbath to sabbath, or it could be a shabua  or week of years. 
Scripture also speaks of a week of a week of years or forty nine years.  This referred to the years of 
jubilee.  Leviticus 25:8-13 - “And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times 
seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years.  Then 
shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; in the day of 
atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land.  And ye shall hallow the fiftieth 
year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof:  it shall be a jubilee 
unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 
family.  A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you:  ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth 
of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of they vine undressed.  For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy 
unto you:  ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.  In the year of this jubilee ye shall return 
every man unto his possession.”

In Genesis 29:15-28, we read the word “week”, which is the word “seven” used interchangeably with 
the words “seven years.”   Verses 27 and 28 show this clearly.  “Fulfill her week, and we will give thee 
this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years.  And Jacob did so, and 
fulfilled her week:  and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also.”  So we see that the terms 
“week” and “seven years” are used synonymously.

In Daniel 9 , “Seventy weeks” refers to seventy sevens of years, or 490 years.  The number seven in 
Scripture always represents completion or perfection.  God completed or made perfect His creation in 
seven days.  In this prophecy, we are shown that God will bring to perfection a work concerning the 
people and land of Israel.  That this prophecy concerns only Israel is clearly shown in verse 25 where it 
says, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy (Daniel's) people (the Jews) and upon thy holy city 
(Jerusalem) .” 

Verse 24 goes on to give the purpose of the seventy weeks:
1. To finish the transgression.
2. To make an end of sin.
3. To make reconciliation for iniquity
4. To bring in everlasting righteousness.
5. To seal up the vision and prophecy
6. To anoint the most Holy.

To Finish the Transgression

This was the first and most important item on the list.  Since this prophecy concerns Daniel's people, it 
refers to their “national” transgression, as indicated by the usage of the word “the” before 
transgression.  Daniel's prayer was a prayer confessing the sins of Israel as a nation and asking for 
God's forgiveness and mercy to be shown to Israel.  The word “transgression” combines the idea of 
rejection and apostasy.  Israel's final rejection of Messiah would be “the transgression.”  It will not be 
finished until Israel as a nation repents and turns to God.

To Make an End of Sin

To “make an end” literally means to “seal up” or “restrain” as a criminal is locked up or restrained in a 
prison cell.   After Jesus returns and sets up His rule on the earth, He will “seal up sin.”  Romans 11:26, 
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27 says “And so all Israel shall be saved:  as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins.”  Ezekiel 36: 26-27.  “Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, 
nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions:  but I will save them out of all 
their dwelling places, wherein they have sinned, and cleanse them:  so shall they be My people, and I 
will be their God.”

To Make Reconciliation For Iniquity

Lehman Strauss tells us in his book, The Prophecies of Daniel, ”Here the word “reconciliation” means 
'atonement' or 'covering'.  It implies an effective covering for sin whereby the sinner is reconciled to 
God.  Daniel confessed, 'We have sinned, and have committed iniquity' (9:5), and God responded by 
telling Daniel that there is a day yet future when Israel's sins will be pardoned and forgiven.  The sins 
of all men, Jews and Gentiles have been atoned for in Christ's death at Calvary.  But though our Lord's 
death is sufficient for all, it is efficient only where men will receive Him,  Israel is still living in 
rejection of her Messiah, hence her atonement awaits the acknowledgment of Him as the only 
Redeemer.  When Israel accepts the propitiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ, her iniquities will be 
pardoned and forgiven, and this is exactly what will come to pass when the 'seventy weeks' have 
expired.”

To Bring in Everlasting  Righteousness

After Israel's transgressions have come to an end and her sins have been sealed up, Christ will set up 
His Millennial Kingdom and bring in everlasting righteousness. Israel then will be in a right 
relationship with God and righteousness will be in the earth.  “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  Not according 
to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the 
Lord:  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;  After those days, saith 
the Lord, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
they shall by My people.  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord:  for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord:  for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34).

To Seal Up the Vision and Prophecy

After the “seventieth week,” when the Millennial Kingdom has been set up, Israel will worship her 
Messiah.  Her sins will have been forgiven and she will have been cleansed from all her sin. All the 
prophecies will have been fulfilled.  All of God's promises to Israel will be a reality.   There will be no 
further use for visions and prophecies,  they will be “sealed up.'

To Anoint the Most Holy

Clarence Larkin says that “the 'Most Holy' is a PLACE not a person:  “The reference is doubtless to the 
'Most Holy Place' of the new 'Millennial Temple' as described in Ezek. 41:1-42:20, whose erection is 
still future  The first appearance of the 'Shekinah Glory' of God was at the Exodus, when the Lord went 
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before the Children of Israel in a 'Pillar of Cloud' by day and a 'Pillar of Fire' by night.  Ex.13:21-22. 
Later when the 'Tabernacle' was erected, the 'Shekinah Glory' took possession of the 'Most Holy Place,' 
and dwelt between the Cherubim on the 'Ark of the Covenant,' Ex. 40: 34-35. Ex 25: 10-22, Num. 7: 
89.  When the Temple of Solomon was dedicated, the 'Shekinah Cloud' filled the 'Holy Place' so that 
the Priests could not stand to minister.  1 Kings 8:10-11.  The Prophet Ezekiel tells us that he saw the 
'Shekinah Glory' of God reluctantly leave 'The House' (The Temple), Ezek. 9:3, and later the City 
(Jerusalem), Ezek. 11:3 to return to Heaven.  And in his Vision of the 'Millennial Temple', Ezekiel sees 
the 'Shekinah Glory' return from the East.  Ezek. 43: 1-6.  From this we see that when the 'Millennial 
Temple' is built, the 'Shekinah Glory' of the Lord will return and anoint the 'Most Holy Place.'  Thus, 
the 'Time Space' between the 'Departure' and 'Return' of the 'Shekinah Glory' marks the duration of the 
'Times of the Gentiles.' “

Daniel 9:25-27
“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to  
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and  
threescore and two weeks:  the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in  
troublesome times.  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not  
for himself:  and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the  
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war  
desolations are determined.  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:  
and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for  
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the  
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

We see in this passage three different time periods of sevens.  The first is “seven weeks,” the second is 
“threescore and two weeks,” and the third is “one week.”  The first period equals 49 years, the second 
equals 434 years, and the last equals seven years.  Together they total 490 years.  The first period of 
seven weeks plus the the second period of sixty-two weeks equals sixty nine weeks and with the last 
group of one week, we get a total of seventy weeks.  Now we must learn, when did these 490 years or 
seventy weeks commence and do each of the groupings follow the previous one consecutively without 
breaking.

The Beginning of the Seventy Weeks

Gabriel told Daniel that the beginning was “from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem.”  In the Book of Ezra we read of several edicts allowing the Jews to return to 
Jerusalem to rebuild.  Dr. Alva McClain in his book, Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, says 
“This 'commandment,' by a large number of interpreters, has been identified with the decrees issued by 
Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, recorded in the Book of Ezra.  But these decrees without any exception 
have to do with the rebuilding of the Temple, not the city.  Let the student read carefully Ezra 1:1-2; 
4:1-5, 11-24; 6:1-5, 14-15; 7:11, 20, 27, and notice that in every case the decree concerns the 'house of 
the Lord.'  But there is no authorization for the rebuilding of the city.  And it is an interesting fact that 
the rebuilding of the Temple was stopped for a time because of accusations from Jewish enemies that 
the Jews were attempting without authority also to rebuild the city (Ezra 4:1-24). … There is only one 
decree in Old Testament history which, apart from all expedients of interpretation, can by any 
possibility be identified as the 'commandment' referred to in Daniel's prophecy.  That decree is found in 
the Book of Nehemiah.”
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Nehemiah 1:1-4 reports that the “wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire,” telling us that the city had not been repaired at this time.  Nehemiah 2:1-8  “And it 
came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before 
him; and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king.  Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence.  Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?  This 
is nothing else but sorrow of heart,  Then I was very sore afraid. And said unto the king, Let the king 
live for ever:  why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?  Then the king said unto me, For 
what dost thou make request?  So I prayed to the God of heaven.  And I said unto the king,  If it please 
the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto 
the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.  And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting 
by him,) For how long shall thy journey be?  And when wilt thou return?  So it pleased the king to send 
me; and I set him a time.  Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to 
the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah;  And a letter unto 
Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 
palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter 
into.  And the king granted me according to the good hand of my God upon me.”

This date given in the Book of Nehemiah is well known in ancient history.  The Encyclopdia 
Britannica sets the date for Artaxerxes ascension to the throne to be 465 B.C.  His twentieth year would 
therefore be in 445 B.C.  The month given in Nehemiah was Nisan, and since no day is given, McClain 
says that “according to Jewish custom the date would be understood as the first.  Hence in our calendar 
the date would be March 14, 445 B.C.  Here we have the beginning of the Seventy Weeks.”

Sir Robert Anderson in a footnote in his book, The Coming Prince, says this concerning the first 
section of the seventy weeks:  “The division of the 69 weeks into 7+62 is accounted for by the fact that 
the first 49 years, during which the restoration of Jerusalem was completed, ended with a great crisis in 
Jewish history, the close of the prophetic testimony.  Forty-nine years from B.C. 445 brings us to the 
date of Malachi's prophecy.”  Thus the Old Testament ends with the end of the first seven weeks of the 
70 week prophecy.

The Ending of the Sixty-nine Weeks

Sir Robert Anderson has done much research and calculating concerning these dates and many Biblical 
scholars turn to him for his authority on this.  It is extremely complicated involving the length of our 
present calendar year and the ancient years, and leap years.  It took him a whole book of 219 pages plus 
nearly another 100 pages of appendices to explain it all.  Clarence Larkin disagrees with some of his 
dates and gives his own calculations.  We will follow Anderson's calculations.

McClain explains the length of a year according to Biblical reckoning:
“But there is conclusive evidence to show that the prophetic year of Scripture is 
composed of 360 days, or twelve months of 30 days.

“The first argument is historical.  According to the Genesis record, the Flood began on 
the seventeenth day of the second month (7:11), and came to an end on the seventh day of 
the seventh month (8:4).  Now, this is a period of exactly five months, and fortunately the 
length of the same period is given in terms of days --- 'an hundred and fifty days' (7:24; 
8:3).  Thus the earliest known month used in Biblical history was evidently thirty days in 
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length, and twelve such months would give us a 360-day year.

“The second argument is prophetical and is absolutely conclusive because it is based on a 
measure included within the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks under discussion.  Daniel 
9:27 mentions a period of Jewish persecution at the hands of the Coming Prince who will 
make a covenant with that people.  Since this persecution begins in the 'midst' of the 
Seventieth Week and continues to the 'end' of the Week, the period is obviously three and 
one-half years.  Daniel 7:24-25 speaks of the same Roman Prince and the same 
persecution, fixing the duration as 'a time and times and the dividing of time' --- in the 
Aramaic, three and a half times.  Revelation 13:4-7 speaks of the same great political 
Ruler and his persecution of the Jewish 'saints' lasting 'forty and two months.'  Revelation 
12:13-14 refers to the same persecution, stating the duration in the exact terms of 
Daniel 7:5 as 'a time and times and half a time'; and this period is further defined in 
Revelation 12:6 as a 'thousand two hundred and three score days.'  Thus we have the 
same period of time variously stated as 3 ½ years, 42 months, or 1260 days.  Therefore, it 
is clear that the length of the year in the Seventy Weeks prophecy is fixed by Scripture 
itself as exactly 360 days.”

McClain gives Anderson's calculations in brief form:
“In order to find the end of the Sixty-nine Weeks, we must first reduce them to days. 
Since we have 69 weeks of seven years each, and each year has 360 days, the equation is 
as follows:  69x7x360=173,880 days.  Beginning with March 14, 445 B.C., this number 
of days brings us to April 6, 32 A.D.

To prove that 173,880 days equal exactly the period from March 14, 445 B.C., to April 6, 
32 A.D., it is necessary to compute this period in terms of our own calendar year , as 
follows:
445 B.C. to 32 A.D. is 476 years (B.C. 1 to A. D. 1 is one year)
476 x 365 days             173,740 days
Add for leap-years               116 days (3 less in four centuries)*
March 14 to April 6                24 days (inclusive)
                                     _________________
                     Total        173, 880 days

* Note:  To divide 476 by 4 would give 119 leap-years.  But since century-years are not leap-years unless 
divisible by 400, and since 476 years involve four centuries, it follows that only one of the four century-
years would be a true leap-year.  Therefore, it is necessary to subtract 3 from 119 to get the exact number of 
extra leap-year days in 476 years.

April 6, 32 A.D., therefore is fixed definitely as the end of the first 69 Weeks; and 
according to Daniel's prophecy, it should mark the day of Messiah's manifestation as the 
Prince of Israel.  Without attempting to enter into the clear but intricate chronology set 
forth by Anderson in his book, The Coming Prince (pages 95-105), I shall simply state 
his conclusions that April 6, 32 A.D., was the tenth of Nisan, that momentous day on 
which our Lord, in fulfillment of Messianic prophecy, rode up to Jerusalem on the 'foal of 
an ass' and offered himself as the Prince and King of Israel.”

The end of the seven weeks plus the sixty-two weeks ends with Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
which is followed by His death a week later on Calvary.
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DANIEL'S SEVENTIETH WEEK, CHRIST'S OLIVET DISCOURSE, 
AND THE BOOK OF REVELATION COMPARED

DANIEL'S SEVENTIETH WEEK
Dan. 9:27

FIRST HALF MIDDLE LAST HALF
(3 ½ Years)

The “Prince that shall come'
(Antichrist)

makes a 7-year “Covenant”
with the Jews

The Covenant
Broken

Sacrifices and
Oblations  Cease

(3 ½ Years)
A period of
Desolations

THE SECOND ADVENT

CHRIST'S OLIVET DISCOURSE
Matt. 24: 1-31

FIRST HALF MIDDLE LAST HALF
Wars

Famines
Pestilences
Earthquakes
False Christs

These are the Beginning of
Sorrows

Matt. 24: 4-14

The Appearance
of the

“Abomination of  Desolation”
Spoken of by Daniel

Matt. 24:15-19

A Period
of

Tribulation
such as

there has never
been before

Matt. 24: 20-22

THE SECOND ADVENT
Matt. 24:29-31

THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Rev. 5: 1---19:21

FIRST HALF MIDDLE LAST HALF
(3 ½ Years)

The Seals and Trumpets

Rev. 5: 1-11:19

The Dragon Cast Out on to
the Earth and  Incarnates

Himself in Antichrist
Rev. 12:1-17

(3 ½ Years)
The Vials

The Great  Tribulation
Rev. 13:1—18:24

THE SECOND ADVENT
Rev. 19:1-21

(Taken from Clarence Larkin's  book, The Book of Daniel.) 


