
Daniel Lesson Fifteen – Daniel's Prayer

Daniel 9:1, 2
“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was  
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel  
understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to  
Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy yeas in the desolations of  
Jerusalem.”

Daniel was a student of God's Word.  He read the prophecies of Jeremiah.  During the reign of Jehoiakim 
and the first year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon, Jeremiah wrote the 25th chapter of 
Jeremiah.  These were words given to him by the Lord concerning the future of Judah.  Jeremiah 
reminded Judah about how they had not listened to the prophets sent to them by God, nor did they turn 
away from their evil doings. Now God is telling them that the King of Babylon will utterly destroy their 
nation, make them an astonishment to other nations, take from them their sense of mirth and gladness. 
The whole land will be in desolation and they will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years.

Chapter 29 of Jeremiah is a letter to the exiles after they were taken captive to Babylon.

Jeremiah  29:4-10
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captive  
from Jerusalem unto Babylon ; Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens,  
and eat the fruit of them;  Take ye wives, and begat sons and daughters; and take wives  
for your sons, and give our daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and  
daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.  And seek the peace of the  
city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it:  
for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.  For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of  
Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you,  
neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.  For they prophesy falsely  
unto you in my name:  I have not sent them, saith the Lord.  For thus saith the Lord, That  
after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon.  I will visit you, and perform my good  
word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.  For I know the thoughts that I  
think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an  
expected end.”

Jeremiah is telling them not to listen to the false prophets who are telling them that they will be in 
Babylon only a little while.  Instead, settle in there, for you will be there for seventy years.  Build house, 
make gardens, marry and produce children.
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Daniel Knew

Daniel knew three things:
1. Their captivity would last seventy years.
2. Their captivity began when he was taken captive in the first group in 606 B.C.
3. The Prophet Isaiah foretold that Cyrus would allow the temple to be rebuilt. (Isaiah 44:29)

Cyrus had taken Babylon and it was now a part of the Medo-Persian Empire.  Daniel had seen that 
happen.  Daniel was now 88 or 89 years old, so it was 68 or 69 years that they had been in captivity. 
The time for the fulfillment of Jeremiah's prophecy was very near, to finish the 70 years.  Jeremiah felt 
the need to pray to the Lord and repent for Israel's sins of disobedience.  Although Daniel, himself, had 
been faithful to the Lord, not serving idols or forgetting to pray, Israel was guilty.  In his prayer, he 
prays as though Israel's disobedience was his disobedience.

We have already seen in the Book of Daniel that Daniel was a man of prayer.  In chapter two, when 
Nebuchadnezzar had ordered all the wise men to be killed because none of them could tell the king 
what he had dreamed and then interpret it,  Daniel and his three friends sought the Lord concerning 
the dream and its meaning, believing that God in His mercy would reveal it and save their lives.  After 
the dream was revealed, Daniel thanked the Lord and praised Him.

In chapter six, we read of Daniel's habit of praying to God three times a day.  Even after Belshazzar 
signed an edict forbidding anyone from asking a petition of anyone other than the king; and should, 
anyone defy the decree they would be cast into the lion's den, Daniel continued to pray as usual.

Daniel's Prayer

“And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said,

Verse Category Text of Prayer
4 Adoration O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 

that love Him, and to them that keep His commandments.
5 Confession We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 

have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments.
6 Confession Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy 

name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the 
land.

7a Adoration O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee,
7b Confession But unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, 
through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because that they have 
trespassed against thee.

8 Confession O Lord to  us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to 
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
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Verse Category Text of Prayer
9a Adoration To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness,
9b Confession Though, we have rebelled against him;
10 Confession Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, 

which he set before us by his servants the prophets.
11 Confession Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not 

obey thy voice, therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is 
written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against 
him.

12 Adoration And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our 
judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil, for under the whole 
heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

13 Confession As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us; yet made we 
not our payer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and understand thy truth.

14a Adoration Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the 
Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth:

14b Confession For we obeyed not his voice.
15a Adoration And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of 

Egypt with a mighty, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day;
15b Confession We have done wickedly.
16a Adoration O Lord, according to all thy righteousness,
16b Supplication I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city 

Jerusalem, thy holy mountain:
16c Confession Because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy 

people are become a reproach to all that are about us.
17 Supplication Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, 

and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's 
sake.

18 Supplication O my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; open thy eyes, and behold our 
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name:  for we do not present our 
supplications before thee for our righteousness, but for thy great mercies. 

19 Supplication O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive;
O Lord hearken and do;
defer not for thine own sake, O my God:  for thy city and thy people are called 
by thy name.


