
Daniel Lesson Fourteen – The Ram and the He-Goat

In chapter eight of Daniel, Daniel begins again to write in Hebrew.  When he wrote in Aramaic, he wrote 
concerning the Gentile nations and their role concerning Daniel and his people, the Jews.  When he 
wrote in Hebrew in chapter one and the first four verses of chapter two, he told of the fall of Jerusalem 
and the captivity of Israel.  Beginning in chapter eight to the end of the book, he has written in regard to 
God's plans for the future of his people, Jerusalem, the temple, and the Antichrist. 

The vision that he records in this chapter occurred two years after the vision in chapter seven and during 
the third year of the reign of Belshazzar.  Belshazzar reigned but for three years, and then was killed by 
the Medo-Persians when they captured Babylon.  This vision adds new information that was not 
revealed in the earlier visions.  Prophecy is revealed in progressive steps.

Daniel 8:1-2
“In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto  
me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.  And I saw in a vision; and it  
came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of  
Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.”

Elam is an ancient name for Persia and Shusan or Susa is the name of the capitol of Elam, where the 
palace was located.  We read of Shusan many times in the book of Esther.   Persia is located east of 
Babylonia which is between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  Persia or Elam is present-day Iran.  The 
present-day Iranian town of Shush is located where ancient Shusan was.

It seems that Daniel was transported to Shusan in spirit, just as the Apostle John was transported to 
heaven in spirit in Revelation.

Daniel's Vision

The Ram
Daniel 8:3-4
“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold, there stood before the river a ram 
which had two horns:  and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other,  
and the higher came up last.  I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and  
southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could  
deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.” 
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The He-Goat
Daniel 8:5-7
“And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the  
whole earth, and touched not the ground:  and the goat had a notable horn between his  
eyes.  And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the  
river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.  And I saw him come close unto the ram,  
and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns:  
and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the  
ground, and stomped him; and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his  
hand.”

The Four Horns
Daniel 8:8
“Therefore the he goat waxed very great:  and when he was strong, the great horn was 
broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.”  

The Little Horn
Daniel 8:9-12
“And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward 
the south, land toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.  And it waxed great, even  
to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground,  
and stamped upon them.  Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by  
him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.  
And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it  
cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised and prospered.”

While Daniel was contemplating what he saw in his vision, he heard  one saint speaking and then 
another saint speaking to the first one. 

The Daily Sacrifice and the Transgression of Desolation
Daniel 8:13, 14
“Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which  
spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression  
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?  And he  
said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed.”

Here one saint says that it will be two thousand and three hundred days after the daily sacrifice was 
taken away and the “transgression of desolation” occurs which will result in the sanctuary and the 
“host” shall be trodden underfoot.  The daily sacrifice will be taken away in the middle of the 
tribulation.  In Daniel 9:27, we read, “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and 
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease...”  The word “week” here 
means a week of years or seven years, the length of the tribulation.  So after three and ½ years, the 
Antichrist will break his covenant and take away the sacrifice and the oblation from the Jewish temple. 
According to this verse, then, beginning at the middle of the seven years, the sacrifices will be 
discontinued for two thousand and three hundred days.   But the second half of the tribulation will be 
over in 1260 days or 3 ½ years.  
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Daniel 9:27 continues to read, “and for the overspreading of abomination he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”  Daniel 11:31 
reads, “And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take 
away daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.”  Daniel 12:11 
reads, “And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.”  In Matthew 24:15-
17, Jesus said this,  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in 
Judea flee into the mountains:  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out 
of his house:  Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes, And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day:  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever shall be.”

E.W. Bullinger in the, Companion Bible, in a chart comparing the visions of Daniel in chapter seven, 
chapter eight, chapter eleven, chapter twelve, and Matthew 24, shows the fact that “the daily sacrifice is 
taken away” is mentioned in every chapter except Matthew 24, as we have seen by the above quoted 
verses. He also shows that the “abomination of desolation is set up” is spoken of in every one of those 
chapters.   So Bullinger, then, interprets the phrase here in Daniel 8, “the transgression of desolation” to 
be the same as “ the abomination of desolation,” as expressed in the other verses.  Yet we must continue 
to remember the difference in the number of days until the end of the tribulation, as we continue to 
study this.

The Interpretation

In Daniel 8:5, it says that after Daniel had seen this vision, he looked to find the meaning of it, and 
there stood a man in front of him.  Then he heard a man's voice call to Gabriel, saying “Make this man 
understand the vision.”  Daniel became afraid and fell on his face before Gabriel, because Gabriel was 
a holy angel.

The End

First Gabriel tells Daniel when this vision will be fulfilled.  He said, “At the time of the end shall be 
the vision.” (Daniel 8:17)

Daniel 7:26 - “But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end.”
Daniel 8:19 - “And he said, Behold I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation, for at the time appointed the end shall be.”
Daniel 9:24 - “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to annoint the most Holy.”
Daniel 11:45 - “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy 
mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”
Daniel 12:4 - “But thou, O Daniel shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”
Daniel 12:9 - “And he said, Go thy way Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 
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the end.”
Daniel 12:13 - “ But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end 
of the days.”
Matthew 24:14 - “And the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come.”

All of these verses speak of “the end.”  Do they all speak of the same “end?”  Gabriel told Daniel that 
this vision will be fulfilled “at the time of the end” in verses 17 and 19 of this chapter.  In chapter 12, 
Daniel is told by an angel to close up his book until the time of the end.  It seems that he was telling 
Daniel that its fulfillment would be a long way off from Daniel's lifetime.

The word “indignation” in verse 19 seems to speak of the tribulation period, when God will pour out 
his wrath, his indignation, upon unbelieving Israel, and other unbelievers.

Isaiah 34:2-4  - “For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: 
he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter.  Their slain also shall be cast 
out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their 
blood.  And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll:  and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from 
the fig tree.”  Then on to verse 8 of the same chapter.  “For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and 
the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion.” 

Jeremiah 10:10 - “But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king:  at his 
wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.”

It seems then that the vision to be explained to Daniel by Gabriel concerns what will happen up to the 
end of the tribulation period or the end of the “times of the Gentiles.”

Identifying the Ram, the Goat, the Great Horn, and the Four Horns 

Gabriel speaks concerning the identity of the figures of Daniel's vision.

Daniel 8:20, 21 
“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.
“And the rough goat is the king of Grecia:  and the great horn that is between his eyes is  
the first king.”

This is very specific, so we do not have to wonder about the identity of the ram or the goat.  These are 
Empires which would replace Babylon and then Medo-Persia.  This has occurred in history already and 
proven the accuracy of this prophecy of Daniel.

The ram is a good symbol to represent Medo-Persia because it was a symbol that was used by that 
empire to represent itself.  Coins have been discovered which display a ram's head on one side and a 
ram lying down on the reverse side.  I have found a picture on the Internet which shows a Syrian coin 
with a ram on it.  History tells of a Persian king riding in front of his army wearing “a Golden figure of 
a Ram's Head” set with gems.  The guardian spirit of Persia, as written in the Zendavesta, appears like a 
ram with cloven feet and sharp-pointed horns.
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Greek silver didrachm 
from 250-230 BC.

Goat

The word “Paros“ on the coin refers to the 
Greek island Paros.

Syrian bronze coin
first minted around 5-6 AD

Ram and Star 
The star is believed to represent the Star 
of Bethlehem because Jupiter (the largest 
planet) coincided with the brightest star of 
the constellation Aries (Ram) in 6 AD.

The national emblem of Macedonia (Greece) was a goat, and a goat is found on the coins of that 
country.  Aegae or Goat City was the ancient capital of Greece.  The sea adjacent to Greece is the 
Aegean Sea.  The son that was born after Alexander's death by his mistress was named, Aegus, meaning 
Son of a Goat.

The great horn, of course, refers to Alexander the Great, the fist king of Greece as a united empire.  His 
father was king only of Macedonia, a province, of the Grecian Empire which was not formed until 
Alexander conquered and merged all the various provinces.

Daniel 8:22
“Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of  
that nation, but not in his power. 

This verse refers to the death of Alexander (being broken) and of the four kingdoms which came out of 
it and were headed up by each of Alexander's four generals, as we learned in a previous lesson.

The Little Horn
Daniel 8:23, 24
“And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a  
king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.  And his  
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power:   and he shall destroy wonderfully, and  
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shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.  And 
through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify  
himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many:  he shall also stand up against the  
Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.  And the vision of the evening and  
the morning which was told true:  wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for  
many days.  And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did  
the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.” 

In verse nine of Daniel 8, we read of a “little horn” which came out of one of the four horns which 
replaced the great horn on the he-goat.  Identifying this “little horn” is the great challenge of this 
chapter.  Is he the same as the “little horn” of chapter seven or is he different?  There are several 
opinions among the commentators that I have read.  We will discuss these various views.

Some say that the “little horn” of chapter eight does not refer to the Antichrist as does the “little horn” 
of chapter seven, but to a man named Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria.  Antiochus was the eighth ruler of 
one of the four kingdoms that came out of the Grecian Empire, the one that was first ruled by Seleucus.

Josephus writing about Antiochus Epiphanes

“Now it came to pass after two years in the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-
fifth day of the month which is by us called Chasleu, and by the Macedonians Apelleus,  
in the hundred and fifty-third olympiad, that the king came up to Jerusalem, and 
pretending peace, he got possession of the city by treachery:  at which time he spared not  
so much as those that admitted him into it, on account of the riches that lay in the temple;  
but, led by his covetous inclination (for he saw there was in it a great deal of gold, and  
many ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very great value), and in order to  
plunder its wealth, he ventured to break the league he had made.  So he left the temple  
bare, and took away the golden candlesticks, and the golden altar [of incense], and table  
[of shewbread], and the altar[of burnt offering]; and did not abstain from even the veils,  
which were made of fine linen and scarlet.  He also emptied it of its secret treasures, and  
left nothing at all remaining; and by this means cast the Jews into great lamentation,for  
he forbade them to offer those daily sacrifices which they used to offer to God, according  
to the law.  And when he had pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew, and 
some he carried captive, together with their wives and children, so that the multitude of  
those captives that were taken alive amounted to about ten thousand.  He also burnt  
down the finest building; and when he had overthrown the city walls, he built a citadel in  
the lower part of the city, for the place was high, and overlooked the temple, on which  
account he fortified it with high walls and towers and put into it a garrison of  
Macedonians.  However, in that citadel dwelt the impious and wicked part of the  
[Jewish] multitude, from whom it proved that the citizens suffered many and sore  
calamities.  And when the king had built an idol altar upon God's Altar; he slew swine  
upon it, and so offered a sacrifice neither according to the law, nor the Jewish religious  
worship in that country.  He also compelled them to forsake the worship which they paid  
their own God, and to adore those whom he took to be gods; and made them build  
temples, and raise idol altars, in every city and village, and offer swine upon them every  
day.  He also commanded them not to circumcise their sons, and threatened to punish  
any that should be found to have transgressed his injunction.  He also appointed  
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overseers, who should compel them to do what he commanded.  And indeed many Jews  
there were who complied with the king's commands, either voluntarily, or out of fear of  
the penalty that was denounced; but the best men, and those of the noblest souls, did not  
regard him, but did pay a greater respect to the customs of their country than concern as  
to the punishment which he threatened to the disobedient; on which account they every  
day underwent great miseries and bitter torments; for they were whipped with rods and 
their bodies were torn to pieces, and were crucified while they were still alive and  
breathed:  they also strangled women and their sons whom they had circumcised, as the  
king had appointed, hanging their sons about their necks as they were upon the crosses.  
And if there were any sacred book of the law found, it was destroyed; and those with  
whom they were found miserably perished also.”

You can now see many reasons why Antiochus Epiphanes could fit the description of the “little horn.”  

Some reasons why some scholars say that the “little horn” of chapter eight could not be the same as the 
“little horn” of chapter seven are these given by Renald Showers.  

Little Horn of Chapter Seven Little Horn of Chapter Eight
1. Would come from Rome (fourth kingdom). 1.  Would come from Greece (third kingdom).
2.  Would be an eleventh horn, rooting up three of 
ten horns.

2.  Would be a fifth horn, coming out of one of 
four horns.

3.  Would persecute God's people for 42 months or 
3 ½ years.

3.  Would persecute God's people for 2,300 days 
or over 6 years.

Renald Showers says, “The little horn of chapter seven is Antichrist; the little horn of chapter  eight is 
Antiochus Epiphanes.”

Clarence Larkin believes just the opposite.  He believes that it can not be Antiochus Epiphanes who is 
represented by the little horn of chapter eight, but is indeed the Antichrist. “If the Vision had been given 
to us without an interpretation, we naturally would have supposed that the 'Little Horn' indicated some 
'Monarch' that arose out of one of the 'Four Kingdoms' soon after their establishment, such as Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who in some respects answers the description in verses 9-12.  But Gabriel tells us in verse 
23, that he is not to rise “until the LATTER TIME of their Kingdom when the transgressors are come to 
the full.” ...”It will not do to say that by the 'Latter Time of their Kingdom' is meant the 'Latter Time' of 
the “Four Kingdoms” before they were swallowed up by the Roman Empire, for they were not all 
swallowed up at the same time.  Egypt was the last in B. C. 30.  Neither will it do to say that by the 
'Little Horn' Antiochus Epiphanes is meant.  Antiochus did not live in the 'Latter Time' of those 
Kingdoms.  He was the eighth out of twenty-six kings that ruled over Syria, and he died in B. C. 164, or 
134 years before the last of the 'Four Kingdoms' disappeared.  As Antiochus was one of the twenty-six 
kings who constituted the 'Syrian Horn,' he could not be that “Horn” and also the “Little Horn' that 
sprang out of it.”  

Harry Ironside wrote this in his book, Daniel the Prophet,”Many confound the Little Horn here spoken 
of with the Little Horn of chapter seven.  But we have already noticed that he who rises up in the 
western ten-horned kingdom is the same as the Beast of Revelation, chapters thirteen and seventeen. 
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He is a Roman, not a Grecian off-shoot.  Here, we see one rising out of the old kingdom of Seleucus—a 
king of the north, not of the west.  Antiochus in his bloodthirsty career was the type of one who will be 
Jerusalem's bitter enemy in the time of the Lord's indignation. ...The Roman Little Horn will be an 
apostate Christian in league with the 'personal Antichrist who will take unbelieving Israel under his 
wing so long as it suits his purposes.  The Grecian Little Horn is likely an utter infidel, the successor to 
Mohammed, actuated by inveterate hatred to the Jews, and probably the bitter foe of the future emperor 
of the west. ...It is evident that much that is here written cannot possibly apply to Antiochus.  He 
answers quite fully to the vision, but he does not meet the requirements of the interpretation.  In the 
first place, the prophecy is to have its complete accomplishment “when the transgressors are come to 
the full”; an expression which might refer to the ripening of iniquity in Syria of old were it not that the 
kingdom was not destroyed upon the death of Epiphanes, as it would have been if its sins had reached 
the limit set by the Moral Governor of the universe.  It seems far more likely that the expression refers 
to the Time of the End, when the whole world will be ripe for the judgment of God.”

Now one more interpretation, this one is from M. R. DeHaan, in his book, Daniel the Prophet.  “And so 
we have another instance in Daniel of a double prophecy.  First of all these words concerning the horn 
which came up as this man of fierce countenance were literally fulfilled in the coming of Antiochus, the 
enemy of God's ancient people, the defilement of the Temple and the ushering in of the time of great 
suffering and sorrow for those who were faithful unto the service of the Lord.  He took away the daily 
sacrifice, and profaned the Temple in many, many different ways.  Then after a short reign of this awful 
terror we have a deliverer arising to save Israel.  We do not have the record in the Bible but from 
contemporary history and from the book of the Maccabees, one of the Apocryphal books, we know that 
Judas Maccabeus and his brother arose about three and one-half years after this desecration of the 
Temple and of the altar and delivered the nation Israel, at least temporarily and partially, from the 
awfulness of this king of fierce countenance, the type of the coming Antichrist.”

Read Daniel 8: 24-27.

In these verses we read that the “king of fierce countenance” will be mighty but not by his own power. 
The Antichrist will receive his power from Satan.

In verse 25, it says that he will cause craft to prosper.  Most commentators interpret this to mean that 
businesses will greatly successful.  I personally think that it may be talking about witchcraft.  Those 
involved in spiritism refer to their “business” simply as practicing the craft.  I do believe that witchcraft 
will abound in the latter days.

In verse 25, we read that “he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken 
without hand.”  At Christ's Second Coming, He comes to fight against and vanquish the Antichrist. 
Antichrist will attempt to stand up against Christ, but he will lose.  Although Christ will have His 
armies with Him, Christ will not need their help.  Re. 19:15 - “And out of his [Christ's] mouth goth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:  and he shall rule them with a rod of iron:  and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”

In verses 26 and 27, we read that Daniel is told to “shut up the vision.”  Daniel fainted and was sick for 
some days because of this vision.  No one understood why he was sick, because he told no one about 
his vision, as he was told to do.


