
Daniel Lesson Thirteen – The Beasts of Daniel 7 and Revelation 13

Read Revelation chapter 13.

Daniel 7 Revelation 13
Verse 3 – “four great beasts came up from 
the sea”

Verse 1 –“ And I stood upon the sand of 
the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the 
sea”

Verse 7 – “and behold a fourth beast ...it 
was diverse from all the beasts...and it had 
ten horns”

Verse 1 -”having seven heads, and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and 
upon his heads the name of blasphemy”

Verse 8 – “there came upon them another 
little horn,...and, behold in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of a man”
Verse 8 --”and a mouth speaking great 
things”
Verse 11 --”the voice of the great words 
which the horn spoke”

Verse 5 --”a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies”
Verse 6  --”he opened his mouth in 
blasphemy against God”

Verse 17 – “These great beasts, which are 
four, are four kings, which shall arise out of 
the earth.”
Verse 20 – “that horn that had eyes, and a 
mouth that spake very great things, whose 
look was more stout than his fellows.” 

Verse 4 – “And they worshipped the 
dragon which gave power unto the 
beast...”

Verse 21 – “I beheld, and the same horn 
made war with the saints, and prevailed 
against them.”

Verse 7 - “And it was given unto him to 
make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them: and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues and 
nations.”
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Daniel 7 Revelation 13
Verse 4 – “first was like a lion”
Verse 5 – “second like to a bear”
Verse 6 – “another like a leopard”
Verse 7 – “a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly”

Verse 2 – “And the beast I saw was like 
unto a leopard, and his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth 
of a lion: and the dragon gave him his 
power, and his seat, and great authority.”

The Lion, Bear and Leopard

It is interesting to note that these same three beasts are used in Isaiah 13:7, 8. 
“Therefore I will be unto them as a lion:  as a leopard by the way will I observe them:  I 
will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps...”

We determined in our last lesson that the fourth beast of Daniel represented the Roman 
Empire in both its first and last stages.  The “little horn” we decided was the Antichrist. 
Now who or what is the beast of Revelation 13?  We have seen from the chart that there 
are many similarities between the two and yet there are differences.  The beast of 
Revelation 13 is described as being like the same three wild animals of the first three 
beasts of Daniel 7, a lion, a bear and a leopard.  However, in Revelation these beasts are 
listed in the opposite order than they were in Daniel.  Daniel had his vision during the 
first year of the reign of Belshazzar, king of Babylon.  This equated to the empire 
represented as a lion.  The other three empires were yet to come.  Whereas John, the 
writer of Revelation, saw his vision during the Roman Empire.  He looked backward to 
the empires of Greece, Medo-Persia, and Babylonia.  John saw one beast made up of 
components of all of Daniel's first three beasts.  This empire would be an empire that 
was made up of all of the first three empires.

The Ten Horns

Daniel's beast and John's beast both had ten horns, indicating that these kingdoms would 
be a federation of ten separate nations.  Daniel saw a little horn rise up among the ten 
horns.  This little horn became powerful enough that he uprooted three of the ten horns. 
Since Daniel described him as having the “eyes of a man and a mouth speaking great 
things,” we recognized that the little horn was a man.  John's beast also had a mouth and 
a voice which spoke “great things and blasphemies,” so it is also speaking of a man. 
John's beast represents both a kingdom and a powerful man.   Daniel's little horn 
became “more stout than his fellows.”  This means that the little horn became more 
powerful than all of the ten horns.
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John's beast had ten crowns upon its ten horns, but Daniel's beast did not have crowns 
upon its ten horns.  Larkin says in The Book of Daniel, that, “This represents the Beast 
or Empire, at the height of its power, when it will have all its “Heads,” and when the 
Ten Kings, the heads of the Ten Kingdoms into which the Empire shall be divided, will 
have been crowned.  The Beast that comes up out of the “Abyss” also has Seven Heads 
and Ten Horns, but they are not crowned, for the Ten Kings represented by the “Ten 
Horns” have not as yet received their kingdom (Rev. 17:12).  This implies that the Beast 
of Rev. 17 represents the Empire at the beginning of the “Week.”  This, evidently, could 
also be applied to Daniel's fourth beast.

The Seven Heads

John's beast also had seven heads in addition to the ten horns, but Daniel's fourth beast 
had but one head.  Tim LaHaye in his book, Revelation Unveiled, wrote:  “The best 
definition I have heard is that they represent five kings up to the time of John; the sixth, 
Domitian, was the Roman king at the time of John, who then skips forward to the end 
time for the seventh head, the Antichrist.  Others suggest that these are the seven phases 
of Roman type of government through which the non-descript beast, which represents 
Caesarean imperialism, passed.  In any case, the whole animal represents a bestial 
kingdom that will be in dominant control of the earth during the Tribulation.”  

Henry Morris, in The Revelation Record, wrote:  “That these seven heads represent 
seven historical kingdoms is indicated in Revelation 17:11, where the beast again 
appears.  The identity of these kingdoms is not specified, but it seems reasonable that 
they should be seven great world powers of past history.  It is also probable that they 
represent the seven great powers that came into particular opposition to the plan of God 
as it was unfolding throughout history, as recorded in Scripture.  Since the symbol 
assures their connection with the dragon, and since that old serpent has been perpetually 
attempting to thwart the divine program, we would expect to find these histories at least 
referenced in the Bible.”   Henry Morris goes on to suggest the following kingdoms:  (1) 
Sumeria, (2) Egypt, (3) Assyria, (4) Babylonia, (5) Medo-Persia, (6) Greece, and (7) 
Rome.

Clarence Larkin reminds us that “in Revelation 17:9 that the 'Seven Heads' of the Beast 
represent 'Seven Mountains' (this is to identify it with the Roman Empire), we are told 
in the next verse (R.V.) that they (the Seven Heads) also represent 'Seven Kings' of 
whom 'Five are fallen, and One is, and the Other is not yet come; and when he cometh 
he must continue a short space.'  That is, in John's day 'Five' of these Kings had fallen. 
“One” was the then ruling Emperor, and the 'Seventh' was yet to come.  Who are meant 
by the first 'Five Kings' that had fallen we do not know.  They were doubtless Kings of 
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the Nero type.  The King that was on the throne in John's day as Domitian, who had 
banished John to the Isle of Patmos.  The last or 'Seventh King,' who is yet to come is 
undoubtedly the ANTICHRIST.  We are told in Rev. 13:3, that one of the 'Seven Heads,' 
or 'Kings,' received a deadly wound.  Which one is not stated.  The inference is that it is 
the last for the Beast has ALL of his 'Heads' before one of them is wounded.  In Rev. 
17:11 he is called 'the Beast that WAS, and IS NOT, even he is the “EIGHTH” (Head), 
and is of the “SEVENTH” (Head), and goeth into PERDITION.'  The only clear 
explanation is that the 'Seventh Head' ---THE ANTICHRIST, is the one who receives 
the 'deadly wound,'  probably at the hand of an assassin, and who actually dies or 
simulates death, and as his body is lying in state, he rises from the dead, and thus 
becomes the 'EIGHTH' (Head), though he is of the 'SEVENTH' (Head) revived.  By this 
apparent resurrection from the dead, the Antichrist imitates the Resurrection of Christ 
and makes the world 'WONDER AFTER THE BEAST' Rev. 13:3 and this will add to 
his prestige and power.” 

Tim LaHaye makes this suggestion in his book, Revelation Unveiled:  “But in the 
middle of the Tribulation, when Antichrist is fatally wounded, Satan has just been 
kicked out of heaven and is free to take on the dead body of Antichrist and simulate the 
resurrection.  If other rulers were demon-possessed, can you imagine what social 
conditions will be like when Satan himself indwells the Antichrist and uses his body to 
rule the world for three and one-half years?”

“Will Make War With the Saints”

The little horn began to “make war with the saints, and prevailed against them.”    John 
said that “It was given unto him [the composite beast] to make war with the saints, and 
to overcome them:  and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues and 
nations.”  John's beast, then seems to represent both the Roman Empire of the last days, 
as well as the Antichrist, who will rule over the whole world (all kindreds, tongues, and 
nations).

Who are the saints with whom the Antichrist will make war?  The Church has been 
taken to heaven prior to this.  However, God will have sealed 144,000 Jewish men, 
12,000 from each of the twelve tribes during the early part of the Tribulation.  (Rev. 7:4-
8)  These will be the most effective evangelists since the Apostle Paul lived.  Verses 9 
and 10 of Revelation 7 tells us the results of their testimonies.  “After this I beheld, and 
lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.”  In verse 14, one of the elders 
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who was before the throne explained that, “These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 

In Revelation chapter 11, we read of God's two witnesses who shall prophesy for 1,260 
days, or 3 ½ years.  They will be given special powers from God to spew fire from their 
mouths toward any who would try to hurt them.  They will also be able to turn waters 
into blood and to strike the earth with plagues, as often as they want to do so.  These 
two will be killed by “the beast” after their testimonies have finished.  It has been 
speculated  by Bible scholars as to who these two might be:  Most agree that one of 
them will be Elijah.  The second, according to various views,  may be Enoch, or John 
the Baptist or Moses.

In Revelation chapter 14, we read of the third angel, who will say with a loud voice, “If 
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his 
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.”

Yet in spite of the many judgments God will send, many will not repent of their sins. 
Revelation 9:20, 21  “And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues 
yet repented not of the work of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and 
idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:  which neither can see, nor 
hear, nor walk:  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their fornication, nor of 
their thefts.”  
Revelation 16:9 “And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of 
God, which hath power over these plagues:  and they repented not to give Him glory.” 
Revelation 16:11 “And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their 
sores, and repented not of their deeds.”  


