
Daniel Lesson Twelve – Interpretations

The Interpretation of the Judgment Scene
Daniel 7:9, 10 
“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit,  
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool:  his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.  A 
fiery stream issued and came forth from before him:  thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 
the judgment was set, and the books were opened.” 

This is the setting for the judgment of the nations which will occur following the 
Tribulation period and prior to the Millennial Kingdom.  It will determine those Gentiles 
who have gone through the Tribulation that will enter the Millennial Kingdom.  Saved 
Israel will enter into the Kingdom that had long been promised to them, along with those 
Gentiles who are saved during the Tribulation.

All of Israel who have survived the Tribulation will recognize their Messiah and will be 
saved.   “And so all Israel shall be saved:  as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  For this is my covenant unto 
them, when I shall take away their sins.”  Romans 11:25, 26.  “And it shall come to pass 
afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, our old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:”  Joel 
2:28.

The judgment of the nations is the judgment of the Gentiles who have survived the 
Tribulation.  Jesus spoke of this in Matthew chapter 25.  Beginning in chapter 24 and 
verse 3, we find Jesus and his disciples on the Mount of Olives. The disciples asked Jesus 
privately to explain to them what the signs of His second coming would be.  They were 
not asking about the Rapture as this had not been revealed yet and the Church had not 
been established yet.  Chapters 24 and 25 of Matthew contain what has become known as 
the Olivet Discourse.  Jesus describes to them the Tribulation period which will precede 
His Second Coming.  The things which occur during the Tribulation are the signs of 
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Jesus' Second Coming.  There are no signs indicating when the Rapture will occur.

In Matthew 24:29, Jesus says, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days,” and in 
verse 30, “they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven.”  Then Jesus 
tells of the angels gathering “His elect” from the four winds.  He continues to describe 
how “shall two be in the field, the one shall be taken, and the other left.”  This is a 
gathering of His “elect,” those Jewish survivors of the Tribulation.  

Chapter 25 contains several parables.  The first is the parable of the ten virgins who are 
waiting for the bridegroom to return.  Five were wise and took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps, and five were foolish and took no extra oil with them.  They waited a long 
time for the bridegroom to appear.  Those who were foolish had run out of oil and their 
lamps went out.  

This does not illustrate Christians waiting for the Rapture to occur as is sometimes 
explained.  This illustrates a time that will occur during the Tribulation.  Those who are 
saved during the Tribulation and who receive the Holy Spirit as represented by the oil 
will watch and wait for Jesus' Second Coming.  During the Tribulation period, as during 
the Old Testament times, people will not receive the Holy Spirit as a permanent gift as we 
do during this, the Age of Grace.  So if they become unfaithful or disobedient as Saul did 
in the Old Testament, they may lose the Holy Spirit.  The foolish virgins were careless 
and unfaithful and perhaps stopped believing, so they lost the opportunity to welcome the 
Bridegroom and Bride (Jesus Christ and His Church). 

Beginning at verse 14 in chapter 25 we read the second parable.  This is a parable about a 
man who traveled to a far country.  Before leaving, he gave each of his three servants a 
certain number of “talents.”  This parable has been misunderstand by many and in several 
different ways.  I am giving you a sheet of an interpretation which I believe is the correct 
one, although it is new to me.

Finally, in verse 31 we get to the parable concerning the sheep and goats that illustrate to 
us the judgment of the nations.  The word translated “nations” is the Greek word ethnos 
and is translated either as nations, Gentiles, people, or heathen in the King James Bible. 
It means those who were not of Israel.  The scripture says that the “Son of Man shall 
come in His glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
His glory.  And before him shall be gathered all nations.” 

The King then begins to divide the people, “as a shepherd divides his sheep from his 
goats.”  He sets the goats on his left side and the sheep on his right side.  He says to those 
sheep whom he placed on his right side, “Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
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kingdom prepared for you from the foundations of the world.”

Then he speaks of all the good things which those on his right have done for him: giving 
him food when he was hungry, drink when he was thirsty, clothing when he was naked. 
They took him in when he was a stranger,  and visited him when he was in prison.  Then 
they asked, “When did we do these things?”  He answered by saying, “As ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

To those on his other side he said, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Those on his left side had not fed him or given 
him drink, clothed him, visited him or taken him in.

Let us identify those of whom this parable speaks.  The King, of course, represents Jesus 
Christ, the Son of Man, the One mentioned in verse 31, who shall come in all His glory. 
Who are the sheep and who are the goats?  Who are the King's brethren?  Jesus Christ 
was born a Jew and His brothers are the Jewish people.  His brethren who needed food, 
drink, clothing and who were imprisoned are the Jews during the Tribulation period who 
will be persecuted by the Antichrist.  The sheep and the goats are the Gentiles who have 
survived the Tribulation.  Some have aided the Jews and some have not.  Those who have 
helped the Jews are granted entrance into Christ's kingdom.  Those who did not aid the 
Jews are sent into the everlasting fire.

Does this mean that the “sheep” were saved because of their good works?  In John 3:3, 
Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.”   Obviously then, those who had done the good works to benefit 
Jesus' brothers, the Jews were “born again.”  Dwight Pentecost says in his book, Things 
to Come, “Thus it is concluded that these Gentiles are judged on the basis of their works 
to determine whether they are saved or lost as they have received or rejected the 
preaching of the gospel by the remnant during the tribulation period.”

The next question is whether or not they were judged on a national basis or on an 
individual basis.  Again I will quote from Dr. Pentecost.  “Several considerations seem to 
support the view that those being judged here are judged, not in their national units, but 
rather as individuals.  (1) The nations will be judged on the basis of a reception or 
rejection of the message of the gospel of the kingdom.  Any message given is given 
expecting a personal response.  Since this message required faith and a resultant new 
birth, those being judged as to their response to the message must be judged on a personal 
basis as to their personal response.  Revelation 7:9-17 reveals that a great multitude have 
come out of the tribulation who “washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.”  They could be saved only as individuals.  (2) If this judgment is on a 
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national basis, whole nations must be permitted to enter the millennium.  Thus, since no 
nation is made up of all saved people, unsaved would enter the millennium.  Scripture 
teaches that no unsaved person will enter the millennium.  (John 3:3; Matt. 18:3; Jer. 
31:33-34; Ezek. 20:37-38; Zech. 13:9; Matt. 25:30, 46).  Thus, this must be an individual 
judgment to determine the fact of salvation.  (3) If this is a national judgment, it must be 
on a works basis, since nations can not believe.  This would introduce into the Scripture a 
new method of salvation on the basis of works.  Since it can not be shown anywhere in 
Scripture that a person is given eternal life on a works basis, this must be an individual 
judgment.  (4) All the other judgments in God's judgment program are individual 
judgments.  No other part of this program is ever interpreted other than individually; and 
thus this interpretation would be in harmony with the whole program.  (5) Other parallel 
references to the judgment at the end of the age in connection with the second advent 
seem to be individual judgments.”
 
According to Tim LaHaye in his book, Charting the End Times, there is a 75-day interval 
between the tribulation and the millennium:  “The 75-day period is derived as follows: 
First, we know that Jesus the Messiah will return at the end of the seventieth week of 
Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27). The seventieth week is divided into two halves of 1260 days 
each (Daniel 9:27).  In Daniel 12:6, Daniel asked the angel, “How long will it be until the 
end of these wonders?”  The angel replied, “A time, times, and half a time; and as soon as 
they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be completed” 
(Daniel 12:7b).  Earlier in Daniel 12:1-3, the angel set the context of his words as being 
the second coming of Messiah.  Thus we know that “all these things will be completed 
(Daniel 12:7) with Messiah's coming.  Thus, Christ's second coming will occur at the end 
of the second set of 1260 days.

“Next, notice that Daniel 12:11 speaks of something being accomplished at the end of 
1290 days—that's 30 days beyond the second coming.  Since Daniel 12:11 is concerned 
with the Temple sacrifice and the “abomination of desolation,” it is safe to conclude that 
the [additional] 30-day interval relates to the Temple.  We know from Ezekiel 40-48 that 
the Lord will establish a Temple during the Millennium.  Thus the 30-day period will be 
the time in which the Millennial Temple will be set up and prepared for use.

“In Daniel 12:12 we read about those who reach the point of 1335 days.  That means we 
need to include an additional 45 days beyond the 30-day period, giving us a total of 75 
days.  The angel said that those who make it through that time will be “blessed.”  This 
connotes a personal or individual blessing, and it indicates that that particular person is 
qualified to enter the 1,000 year Messianic kingdom/  In fact, Matthew 25:34 says, “Then 
the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world' (emphasis added).
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“Evidently the  75-day interval is a time of preparation for the kingdom.  Because so 
much of the globe will have been destroyed during the judgments of the Tribulation, it is 
not at all surprising that our Lord will take some time to renovate His creation in 
preparation for the Millennial kingdom.”

The Interpretation of Daniel's Vision
Read Daniel 7:15-28.

In our lesson last week we identified the four beasts of Daniel's dream as four kingdoms 
beginning with the Babylonian Empire, represented by a lion with wings like an eagle. 
That was followed by the Medo-Persian Empire represented by the bear-like beast,  Then 
came the Grecian Empire represented by a leopard with four heads and four wings.  The 
fourth beast was described as terrible, having iron teeth, and ten horns.  Then a little horn 
arose among the ten horns.  We believe this beast represented the Roman Empire.  All of 
these empires have appeared and have gone.

Daniel approached one who stood nearby because he was disturbed and desired to know 
the meaning of his dream, particularly concerning the fourth beast. (Verse 19)  Here the 
fourth beast is described as, “exceedingly dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his 
nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; 
(Verse 20) And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, 
and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very 
great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.”

In verse 21, we read that this same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them; (22) “Until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the 
Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”

We know from our last lesson that this “little horn” is the one who will appear during the 
tribulation and will be known as Antichrist.  But who are the saints with whom he will 
make war?  Since the Antichrist will not make his appearance until the tribulation begins 
and the Church will have been “raptured” or taken up to heaven, these saints can not be 
the Christians.  The Tribulation period is the time of judgment for God's people, the Jews, 
and they are the ones referred to here as saints.  Daniel knew nothing of the Church 
which God would not institute until hundreds of years later.  To Daniel, his own people 
are the only ones who could have been called saints, and they are the ones with whom the 
Antichrist will make war.

In verse 25, we read that this little horn “shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
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think to change times and laws. And they shall be given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing of time.”  

If “time” represents one year, “times” equals two years and the “dividing of time” equals 
one-half year, then the Jews will be given into the hand of the Antichrist for three and 
one-half years.  This will be the second half of the seven-year tribulation period.  At the 
beginning of the tribulation the Antichrist makes a covenant with the Jews and will be 
protective and cooperative with them.  (We will see this when we get to chapter nine.)

Clarence Larkin says in his book, The Book of Daniel,”The Rabbis understood by 
“Times” and “Laws,” the Hebrew Sabbaths and Festivals, and the Law (Levitical) which 
regulated them.  Now as these “Times” and “Laws” will be re-established when the Jews 
return to their own land and rebuild the Temple, they will be in force when the Antichrist 
(the Little Horn) shall make a covenant with them for “One Week,” or Seven Years.”  But 
in the “Middle of the Week,” the Antichrist will break the Covenant (Dan. 9:27), and 
substitute the worship of himself for the worship of Jehovah, thus causing the Jewish 
“sacrifices and oblations to cease,” and in his desire to annihilate all Jewish institutions 
he will think to change all Jewish “Times” and “Laws,” and this he will do for the 
remainder of the “week,” or for three and one-half years.”

(We have to remember that when Clarence Larkin wrote his book, the Jews were not yet 
back in their land.  His book was published in 1929.  Israel became a nation in 1948.)

During the second half of the tribulation, after Antichrist has broken his covenant, he will 
begin persecuting the Jews or “make war” with them.  The Antichrist will appear to be 
winning, but “the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the 
most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.” (Verse 22)  “But 
the judgment shall sit and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it 
unto the end.  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” (Verses 
26-27)

Then Daniel declared that this “is the end of the matter.”  He was still much troubled and 
continued to think about this vision which foretold troublesome times ahead for his 
people.  It was so troubling that he lost the color in his face.  But he continued to keep the 
matter in his heart.  


