
Daniel Lesson Eleven – The Four Beasts

Daniel 7:1-3
“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head upon his bed:  then he wrote the dream, and told the sum 
of the matters.  Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and 
behold the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.  And four 
great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.”

This chapter begins the prophetical half of the book of Daniel.  So this chapter goes back 
to the first year of the reign of Belshazzar, although we have already read of his being 
slain and his kingdom being taken over by the Medo-Persian Empire.

During the night, Daniel had a dream and visions in his head.  First he saw the four winds 
of heaven striving upon the great sea.  In scripture, the Mediterranean Sea is referred to 
as the Great Sea, in contrast to the Dead Sea or The Sea of Galilee.  The only other sea of 
scripture is the Red Sea.  In Revelation 17:15, “waters” is explained as meaning 
“peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”  Also in Isaiah 17:12, 13, we read 
“Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and 
to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!  The 
nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters; ...”

“Winds” refers to the “powers of the air,” which we have learned refers to demonic 
spirits.     Ephesians 2:2 - “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience.”  Ephesians 6:12 - “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of the world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high [heavenly] places.”  

Rev. 7:1,2 - “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor 
on the sea, nor on any tree.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the 
seal of the living God; and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was 
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given to hurt the earth and the sea.”  “Four” points out the directions of the winds.  So 
then, we may understand that “the four winds of heaven,” means that the evil powers of 
Satan are causing great turmoil among the nations of the earth, specifically those nations 
surrounding the Great Sea or the Mediterranean Sea.  We are observing some of that 
turmoil in these recent days, with the uprising in Egypt, the financial crises in Greece, the 
riots in France, and the threats coming from Ahmadinejad of Iran and other nations also 
leaning toward crises.  And Israel is in the middle and threatened on all sides. This 
turmoil stirred up by Satan and his evil spirits is Satan's effort to halt the plans of God.  In 
this present age, the Church Age, the Holy Spirit is restraining the forces of Satan, and 
preventing the Antichrist from taking control of the earth.  No matter what takes place 
among the nations, we as children of God, can rest in the knowledge that God is still in 
control.

Next, Daniel sees four great beasts arise from the sea, each one different from the others.
These four beasts correspond to the four metals of the great Golden Image that 
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream and that we studied in the second chapter of Daniel. 
Chapter seven is the parallel chapter to chapter two.  These two chapters represent two 
different viewpoints of the same prophecy.  Chapter two, Nebuchadnezzar's dream, is the 
viewpoint of man.  Man sees these consecutive empires as possessing power, majesty and 
wealth; therefore they are represented in the great image as metals of various values and 
strengths.  Chapter seven, Daniel's dream, is the viewpoint of God.  God sees these same 
empires as bestial in character, as rapacious beasts devouring one another.  

The First Beast

Daniel 7:4
“The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings:  I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand 
upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.”

The first beast was a lion with wings like those of an eagle.  The palaces in Nineveh were 
adorned with images of lions with eagles' wings.   In Jeremiah 50:17, Nebuchadnezzar, the 
greatest king of Babylon, is compared to a lion.  “Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have 
driven him away:  first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones.”  In Ezekiel 17:3, 12, we see 
Nebuchadnezzar compared to an eagle.  (v. 3) “And say, Thus saith the Lord God; A great 
eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto 
Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar.”  (v. 12) “Say now to the rebellious 
house, Know ye not what these things mean:  tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is 
come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them 
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with him to Babylon.”

It seems most likely then that the lion represents the Babylonian Empire, just as the head 
of gold on the image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream did.  The lion is considered to be the 
king of beasts, and the eagle-winged lion is the king of beasts and birds.  The wings also 
represent swiftness of movement and represents the rapidity of the development of the 
Babylonian Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar.  This shows an absolute monarchy, as 
was the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon.

Then as Daniel watched, the wings of this beast were plucked from him and he was lifted 
up from the earth and made to stand upon his feet as a man and was given a man's heart. 
As you will remember, Nebuchadnezzar  had “his wings plucked,” so to speak, when he 
was humbled by God by being afflicted with lycanthropy, a disease causing him to believe 
that he was an ox.  After he cried out to the God of heaven, he was made well again.  This 
relates to being made to stand as a man and being given a man's heart.  He again lived as a 
man and not as a beast, living and believing in the Most High God.

The Second Beast

Daniel 7:5
“And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side,  
and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it:  and they said thus unto it,  
Arise, devour much flesh.”

The strongest beast after the lion is the bear.  But whereas, a lion is agile and quick, a bear 
is cumbersome, somewhat slow, heavy and awkward.  A bear is known for its brute force 
and sheer strength.  These are the same characteristics as those of the Medo-Persian 
Empire.  They gained their victories by the vast numbers of troops in its army, but they 
were ponderous in their movements.  Xerxes had an army of 2,500,000 men in his 
expedition against Greece.

The bear had one side raised higher than the other side.  This tells us that one side was 
stronger than the other.  Medo-Persia was a dual empire with Persia being stronger than 
Media.  

The bear had three ribs in its mouth, telling us that he had already devoured three other 
nations.  Medo-Persia had conquered Lydia, Babylon and Egypt.  These three set up a 
“Triple Alliance” to check the Medo-Persian power, but instead they were destroyed by it.
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The Third Beast

Daniel 7:6
“After this I beheld, and lo another like a leopard, which had upon the back 
of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was 
given to it.”

The leopard is an agile, graceful animal with a slight frame, but is strong and swift.  The 
third metal in the statue of Nebuchadnezzar's dream represented Greece which was the 
empire which succeeded the Medo-Persian Empire.  We recognize that the leopard is well 
suited to represent the Greek Empire.  Alexander of Macedon who became known as 
Alexander the Great succeeded his father as ruler of Macedon, a small dominion of 
Greece, when he was only twenty years old.  He welded together the Grecian states and 
the Asiatic kingdoms of the West.  Then he turned eastward where he very quickly 
overtook the Persian Empire.   He caused himself to be called the emperor of the world. 
His armies were small, but very brave and well equipped.

Ironside relates an interesting story concerning Alexander told by Josephus:
“...when Alexander was marching though Syria, after the conquest of Tyre, 
with his armies headed toward Jerusalem, which he intended to destroy, the 
high priest and his companions robed themselves in their priestly garments 
and marched in solemn procession out of the city to meet the conquerer. 
Alexander is said to have recognized the high priest as one whom he had seen 
in a vision.  From his hand he received a copy of this book of Daniel, in 
which the prophecies concerning himself were pointed out.  Because of what 
was there written, he accepted the submission of the Jews, granted them 
religious toleration, and left their city unharmed.”

This beast had four wings in contrast to the two wings of the lion kingdom, indicating an 
even swifter growth and development through conquest.  Renald Showers says in his 
book, The Most High God, “Under Alexander the Great, Greece conquered the known 
world faster than any other ancient power.  Alexander had the fastest moving army 
known.  In eight years the Greeks marched and conquered more than 11,000 miles of 
territory from Greece in the west to India in the east.”

Alexander died on June 13, 323 B.C., while only 33 years old, so he had no heir to take 
over his position.  Alexander was a man given to riotous living, excessive drinking, and 
sexual immorality, which contributed to a weakened body.   It is said that he got malaria 
which led to his death.  Others say it may have been a sexually transmitted disease. 
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The four heads of the beast represent the four generals in Alexander's army because his 
empire was divided into four territories, each ruled by one these four generals.    Seleucus 
received Syria, Babylon, Persia and India,  Lysimachus received Thrace and most of Asia 
Minor, Cassander received Macedonia and Greece, and Ptolemy received Egypt, 
Palestine, Cilicia, Petra, and Cyprus.

The Fourth Beast
Daniel 7:7
“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:  it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse 
from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.”

Again we can see similarities between this fourth beast and fourth metal on the geat 
image of Nebuchadnezzar's dream.  This beast was not compared to any known animal as 
was the first three beasts, but just described as dreadful and terrible.  Its iron teeth, 
however, is comparable to the iron legs of the statue.  The ten horns is comparable to the 
ten toes on the statue.  We remember that the iron legs of the statue represent the Roman 
Empire which replaced the Grecian Empire as the great world power in 146 B.C.  The ten 
toes were not made of pure iron but were made of iron mixed with clay and therefore 
partly strong and partly fragile.  The feet and toes of the image represent a revived 
Roman Empire to appear at the end of the age.

This great and dreadful beast is said to have “devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped 
the residue with the feet of it.”  This empire devoured and broke in pieces the empires 
that preceeded it, and stamped the residue (of those preceeding empires) with its feet.

Daniel's fourth beast represents the Roman Empire in both its “first” and “last” stages. 

The Little Horn

Daniel 7:8
“I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the 
roots; and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth 
speaking great things.”

Daniel's dream gave a new revelation, that was not given in Nebuchadnezzar's dream.  It 
concerns this little horn that came up among the other horns. This little horn plucks up 
three of the other horns by their roots.  We do not as yet know the identity of the ten 
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horns or ten kingdoms that shall appear in the last days, and so do not know who the 
three horns are that shall be plucked up.  

Daniel noticed that this little horn had eyes like a man and a mouth which spoke great 
things.  This indicates that this little horn will be a man, and not a kingdom.  This little 
horn may be identified as a man who will come to power during the time of those ten 
kingdoms and will be powerful enough to destroy three of those kingdoms.  He will be a 
man who will speak powerful words.  This man is one who will assume the authority of 
Jesus Christ, but will be a counterfeit.  He will be the Antichrist.  Antichrist does not 
mean one who is against Christ, but one who presumes to be Christ.

A Judgment Scene

Daniel 7:9-12
“ I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit,  
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool:  his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.  A 
fiery stream issued and came forth from before him:  thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 
the judgment was set, and the books were opened.  I beheld then because of 
the voice of the great words which the horn spoke:  I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.  As 
concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away:  yet 
their lives were prolonged for a season and time.”

The words “cast down” in the King James Bible are “were put in place”  in the New King 
James Version, “were set in place” in the New International Version and “in place” in the 
American Standard Version.  Many of the commentators which I have read believe the 
words “were set in place” are the way it should be read.  

But I am thinking contrarily to them, for several reasons.  The same Hebrew word is used 
in several other places in the book of Daniel and is written cast, such as “cast into the 
fiery furnace” and “cast into the den of lions.”  In those instances, you would surely not 
say “set in place” or anything similar to that.  Also, the word “thrones” is plural.  Why 
would more than one throne “be set up” for the Ancient of Days?  He needs but one 
throne.  Hence, I am going to quote what Clarence Larkin wrote concerning these words.

“The statement---'I beheld till the THRONES WERE CAST DOWN' 
(verse 9) may refer to the 'Thrones' of the 'Ten Kings' that shall be reigning 
with the 'Little Horn' at the time of this Judgment.   Or they may refer, as the 
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writer thinks more probable, to the 'Thrones' of the EVIL POWERS OF 
THE AIR.'  For we know that at the time of this Judgment, the 'DRAGON' 
(Satan), with all the 'Principalities of the Air will be cast out of the 
Heavenlies, and thus their 'Thrones' will be cast down.  Eph. 6:12.  Rev. 
12:7-9.  The writer is aware that the words 'cast down' are changed in the 
Revised Version to the word 'placed,' but the marginal, or alternate reading, 
is 'cast down.'

Next we have a description of the “Ancient of Days” who did sit (presumably upon a 
throne).  The description is remarkably similar to the description in Revelation chapter 
one to the One who declared that He was Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.”

Daniel Revelation
Garment was white as snow Garment down to the foot
Hair of His head like the pure wool Head and his hairs were white like wool
His throne like the fiery flame, and His 
wheels as burning fire.  A fiery stream 
issued and came forth from before Him.

His eyes were as a flame of fire
His feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace

Who was this One called “Ancient of Days?”  The One in Revelation with a similar 
description we believe to be Jesus Christ.   For in verse 18, He speaks these words:  “I am 
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold I am alive for evermore.”   Usually, the title, 
“Ancient of Days”  refers to God the Father.  The term itself suggests eternal existence. 
God is the eternal, self existing one.

This”Ancient of Days” is preparing to make judgments of the nations.  John 5:22 says, 
“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.”  It seems 
then that in this instance the “Ancient of Days” is the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When Jesus appears in Revelation, He appears as Judge.  When Jesus was on earth, His 
position was one of a Prophet.  Now as He sits at the right hand of God in heaven, His 
position is that of Priest, but in the coming age He will be Judge.  During the Millennium, 
He will be King.  Remember that Jesus and the Father are one.  They may both bear the 
title, “Ancient of Days.”

Verse 10 tells us that “thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him:”  This speaks of the myriads of angels that serve Him and 
sing praises unto Him night and day.  Then verse 10 continues, “the judgment was set, 
and the books were opened.”



Daniel Lesson 11 – Page 65

Clarence Larkin tells us in The Book of Daniel:  “This 'Judgment Scene' is not the 'Great 
White Throne Judgment' of Rev. 20:11-15, that takes place at the close of the 
Millennium.  Neither is it the 'Judgment Seat of Christ' that is pictured.  2 Cor. 5:10.  
1 Co. 3:11-15.  That Judgment takes place before the Millennium, and soon after the 
Church has been 'caught out,'   This 'Judgment Scene' is that of the 'Gentile Nations' as 
represented by the 'Four Wild Beasts,' for as the outcome of the 'Judgment' Daniel saw 
the 'Beast,' the 'Fourth Wild Beast,' the Roman Empire (not the 'Little Horn,'  it is not 
called a 'Beast' in Daniel), slain and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. 
This is figurative language describing the destruction of the Roman Empire.  The 'Little 
Horn,' called by John 'THE BEAST' (Rev. 13:1-8) is not slain, as is the 'Beast' of Daniel, 
but is cast ALIVE into the 'Lake of Fire.' While the 'Fourth Wild Beast,' the Roman 
Empire, will be destroyed as the result of this Judgment, the other 'Beasts,' the 'Lion,' the 
'Bear,' and the 'Leopard,' representing respectively the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, and 
the Grecian Empires, simply have their dominion taken away, but their lives are 
prolonged for a season and a time.”

Daniel 7:13, 14

“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him 
near before him.  And there was given him, dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people,, nations, and languages, should serve him:  his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 

In these verses we read of both the Son of Man and the Ancient of Days.  Here, then, 
Jesus is the Son of man and God the Father is the Ancient of Days.  It speaks of the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, which is what we see in Revelation 19 where it 
says, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”

In Acts chapter one, we read of  Jesus being taken up to heaven: “and a cloud received 
him out of their sight.”  And, “this same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

Jesus is to receive the Kingdom from His Father.  In Luke 19:12-27, Jesus tells a parable 
about a nobleman who “went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to 
return.”   This was in response to those who thought that the kingdom of God should 
immediately appear.  So Jesus told the parable about Himself as the nobleman.

The kingdom which Jesus shall receive will be an everlasting kingdom, that shall not be 
destroyed.  It is the same kingdom spoken of in Daniel 2:44 that appeared in 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream.   A kingdom that “shall stand for ever.”


