
Daniel Lesson Ten – The Lion's Den

Who was Darius?
Daniel 5:31 - “And Darius, the Median, took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.”

Who was Darius?  History tells us Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon in 538 B.C.
Daniel 9:1 - “In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans.”  Esther 1:1 - “Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this 
is Ahasuerus which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty 
provinces.)”  So Darius was the son of Ahasuerus who was king in the time of Esther and to whom Esther 
became a wife, replacing Vashti as Queen.

Daniel 6:28 - “So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.” 
This indicates that Daniel did well under the rule of both Darius and Cyrus. Did Darius and Cyrus rule 
consecutively or contemporaneously?  

Critics of the Book of Daniel say that the history of Daniel is incorrect, that Darius reigned after Cyrus, 
not before as this chapter seems to indicate. Defenders of the Book of Daniel say that there were two 
Darius', one being Darius the Mede and the other being Darius Hystaspes who did rule after Cyrus. 
Some say that Darius was an uncle to Cyrus and since he was older that Cyrus, Cyrus submitted to him in 
allowing him to rule over Babylonia.  They say that Darius was either a man named Ugbaru, a man named 
Gubaru or a man named Gobyrus.

Ugbaru, the Babylonian governor of Gutium (according to the Nabonidus Chronicle), 
defected to the Persians and became general of the Persian army that overthrew Babylon 
on 10/11 or 10/12 539 B.C. He died 11/6/539 B.C., almost a month later. While we do not 
know his ancestry, the liberal Anchor Bible Dictionary vol.2 p.39 points out that 
Babylonians used the word Gutium to refer to the Northeast, and the Medes were in the 
northeast part of the Persian Empire. It also mentions that the historian Berossus lists 
Gutium with the tyrants of the Medes. 

Cyrus himself was with other troops at Opis, and Cyrus did not enter Babylon until 
10/29/539 B.C. Cyrus was said to be the grandson of Astyages, through Astyages’ 
daughter Mandane. However, the Wycliffe Bible Dictionary p.424 point out that this was 
not the Persian Emperor, because Darius here was "made king". Of course Daniel was 
called a "king" too in Daniel 5:29, and he was not an emperor. 

Gubaru/Gaubaruwa (whom Xenophon the Greek confused with Ugbaru), was 
appointed the governor of Babylonia for a year or two by Cyrus. 
– from Bible Query from Daiel, www.biblequery.org/dan.htm
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“Darius obviously was a sub-king under Cyrus.  The language of Dan.5:31 and  especially 9:1 
practically requires this.  He was local 'king over the realm of the Chaldeans' (9:1, i.e.,of Bablonia); 
whereas, Cyrus was 'king of Persia' (i.e., of the empire, 10:1).  Whether we are to identify Darius with 
Cyrus himself, Cyaxares, Astyages, or Cambyses of the secular sources, or with Ugbaru or Gubaru of 
the contemporary records, cannot as yet be settled, though a very good case has recently been made for 
Gubaru (John Whitcomb, Darius the Mede).”  From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary.

Daniel Given Prominent Position

Daniel 6:1-3.  “It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes,  
which should be over the whole kingdom.  And over these three presidents; of whom 
Daniel was first:  that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should 
have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes,  
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole 
realm.”

Daniel obviously was a man of great wisdom and ability to have been elevated, being a person of a 
captured nation, to high positions by at least three leaders, under both Babylonian and Medo-Persian 
governments, namely Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Darius.   Verse three says it was “because an 
excellent spirit was in him.”  Because he was a faithful follower of Jehovah, the Spirit of God was with 
him and he displayed this by his kindness, loyalty, honesty, truthfulness, and tact and special God-given 
wisdom and leadership skills.  Thus the leaders of Babylon felt that they could confidently trust him 
with great authority.

So Darius selected 120 men to rule over 120 provinces or satrapies and over these 120, he selected three 
men to direct and supervise them.  Of these three, Daniel was selected as the supreme one.  This was a 
position of high responsibility and trust for the protection of the king's best interest.  Daniel was so 
trusted that the king even considered placing him over the whole realm.

Daniel 6:4-9 
“4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning 
the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful,  
neither was there any error or fault found in him.5 Then said these men, We shall not find 
any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his 
God. 6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus 
unto him, King Darius, live for ever. 7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, 
and the princes, the counselors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a 
royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God 
or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.  8 Now, 
O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.9 Wherefore king Darius signed the 
writing and the decree.”

Because Daniel held a position superior to their own, the other presidents and princes became jealous 
and resentful that this Jew should be over them.  Consequently, they began to find a way to cause Daniel 
to lose his favored position.   Since they could find no fault concerning the way he served the king and 



Daniel Lesson 10 – Page 54

the kingdom, nor in his personal honesty and integrity, they resorted to using his faithfulness to the God 
of Israel as their instrument of destruction.  As Daniel was faithful to the king, so was he faithful to his 
God.  They knew that he never failed to pray to God three times a day openly before the window of his 
chamber.  

So they conspired to flatter the king and persuade him to sign a decree which they wrote up making it an 
offense punishable by being cast into the lion's den to ask “a petition of any god or man” except of 
Darius.  First of all, they lied to King Darius by saying that “all the presidents,”governors, princes 
counsellors and captains had consulted together on this matter.  Of course, Daniel, the prime president 
had not been consulted.   Darius believed them that they had all agreed to this and he did not think 
seriously about the consequences of this decree.  Instead, he felt honored and powerful that he alone was 
the one to whom all of his subjects should be beholden.

When he signed the decree, it was made law, and the law was unchangeable.  According to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, not even the king could change a law once it had been enacted by the king's 
signature.  Now the presidents, princes and all the other leaders felt that they had trapped Daniel into a 
corner and that he would have to be eliminated by being cast to the lions.  How smug they must have felt 
because they knew that Daniel would still be faithful to his God and continue to pray three times a day.

Dan 6:10-15
“10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.  11 Then 
these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 
12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast 
thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man 
within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king 
answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians,  
which altereth not.  13 Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which 
is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that  
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.  14 Then the king, when he 
heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to 
deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him.  15 Then these 
men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the 
Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be 
changed.”

After Daniel found out about the decree signed by Darius, he still continued his practice of praying three 
times a day and he continued praying before his open window.  He did not try to conceal his act of 
worship to his God.  This shows what great faith he had in Jehovah.  He either trusted God to protect 
him, or he desired to be faithful in spite of what may happen to himself.  This is the same attitude taken 
by his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Scripture does not mention them in regards to 
this story, so we may assume that they were no longer living, as Daniel himself was an old man of nearly 
ninety.

Of course, the men went to observe Daniel at his usual time of prayer and did find him praying as was 
his custom.  Then they hurried to report this to King Darius and reminded him of the decree which he 
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had just signed and the fact that it was irrevocable.  The king was regretful and sorry and determined to 
find a way to save Daniel whom he highly regarded.  He spent the whole day trying to devise a way out 
of complying with the decree.

Dan 6:16-18
“16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of  
lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually,  
he will deliver thee.  17 And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den; and 
the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose 
might not be changed concerning Daniel.  18 Then the king went to his palace, and 
passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his 
sleep went from him.”

Since the king could find no other recourse, he gave orders that Daniel be cast into the den of lions.  He 
did speak to Daniel, saying, “the God whom you serve continually, will rescue you.”

Frederick Tatford quotes Hengestenberg and Pusey in describing the lions' den:

“the receptacles for the lions were underground, so that persons condemned to death were 
thrown down into them, while the narrow opening at the top was closed by a large flat 
stone laid upon it above, which as in graves served for a door.”  E. W. Hengenstenberg, 
The Genuiness of Daniel (October 30, 1802 – May 28, 1869)

“The lion's den was a large quadrangular hole in the ground, divided by a partition into 
two chambers.  This wall has a door which can be opened or shut from above.  The 
keepers throw food into one division, and so entice the lions thither, then they shut the 
door from above and clean the other division.  The whole is open to the sky, and is only 
encircled with a wall over which the people can look in.”  E. B. Pusey, Lectures on 
Daniel the Prophet.  (August 22, 1800 – Sept. 16, 1882)

After Daniel was placed in the den with the lions and the stone slab covered the opening, the opening 
was sealed and marked by the king with his own signet.

Darius spent a miserable night.  He could not sleep nor eat.  He desired no entertainment and did not 
wish to have musicians play for him.

Dan 6:19-24
“19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of  
lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel:  
and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 21 Then said Daniel  
unto the king, O king, live for ever. 22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the 
lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found 
in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 23 Then was the king exceeding 
glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel  
was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 
believed in his God.”
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Early the next morning, the king rushed to the den of lions.  He cried to Daniel with a weak and sorry 
voice, “Daniel, was your God able to deliver you from the mouths of the lions?”  And Daniel answered 
the king, first in the proper respectful address, “O King, live for ever.”  And then, he declared, “My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths that they have not hurt me.”   Then Daniel explains 
that because he was not guilty of sinning against his God or guilty of betraying the king in anyway, his 
God had saved him.

Then the king was greatly relieved and happy and ordered that Daniel be removed from the lions' den. 
He had fulfilled the law and was now free.  Daniel was removed completely unhurt because “he 
believed in his God.”

Dan 6:24-7:1
“24 And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel,  
and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the 
lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at 
the bottom of the den.  25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  26 I make a decree,  
That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel:  
for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.  27 He delivereth and rescueth,  
and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel  
from the power of the lions.  28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in 
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”

In punishment for trying to kill a faithful government employee, the king ordered that all those men who 
had accused Daniel be cast into the den of lions, and not only them, but their wives and children.  That 
seems grossly unfair to us, but Herodotus and other ancient writers have indicated that this was the 
practice of the Persian rulers.  The reason for it was to insure that no relative of an executed enemy of 
the king would have the opportunity of assassinating the king in retaliation.

Then King Darius made a new decree that all the people of his realm show respect for the God of 
Daniel.  He declared that Daniel's God was  “the living God,” eternal and sovereign.  He had power to 
work miracles in heaven and on earth.

Daniel concluded this chapter in a similar way to his ending of chapter one.  He declared that Daniel 
prospered under the reign of Darius, this was in spite of the efforts of his enemies.

The Prophetic Interpretations

Chapter six of Daniel is the parallel chapter of chapter three as we saw on Bullinger's outline of Daniel. 
Chapter three was the story of  the three friends of Daniel who were thrown into the fiery furnace for 
refusing to bow to the golden image.  They, like Daniel, were saved by God through the intervention of 
an angelic being, or a pre-incarnate Jesus Christ.

In this chapter we again see a type of the Antichrist in the man, Darius.  Although Darius cared for 
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Daniel and did not want to see his death by the lions, he did approve and like the idea that all the people 
of the realm should bring all their petitions to him only.  This was accepting the worship of his subjects, 
which is exactly what the antichrist will not only want but will demand.

Daniel was a type of the faithful remnant of Jewish people during the tribulation period.  The lions' den 
is a type of the tribulation.  Daniel's accusers are types of those nations who will curse and persecute 
Israel.  Daniel's accusers received the punishment of being thrown to the lions and Israels persecutors 
will be cast into  the lake of fire.

Clarence Larkin gives another interpretation in The Book of Daniel.

“The 'Den of Lions' prefigures the 'Tomb of Joseph of Arimathea' in which our Lord was 
laid, and before which a stone was rolled, and sealed, and marked with the King's signet.  
But as the lions could not harm Daniel, so Jesus, who went into the 'jaws of Death,' could 
not be 'holden of Death,' and was delivered, like Daniel, by resurrection from his prison 
house.  When Daniel was liberated from the 'Lion's Den,' he could not be thrown in 
again, he was free from that 'Law,' for he had paid its penalty.  So when we accept Jesus 
as our personal Savior we are free from the Law of Sin and Death, because Jesus our 
Savior paid its penalty on the cross.”


