
Daniel Lesson Nine – Belshazzar's Feast

Daniel 5:1-4   “Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank 
wine before the thousand.  Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the 
golden and silver vessels which his father, Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might 
drink therein.  Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the 
house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king and his princes, his wives, and his  
concubines, drank in them.  They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of  
brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.”

This chapter begins in the year of 538 B.C. or 23 years after the death of Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel is now 
88 or 89 years of age.  Belshazzar began ruling several years earlier in 541 B.C. as co-regent with his 
father, Nabonidus.  In the second half of the Book of Daniel, the prophetical half, we will read of events 
that occurred prior to this chapter.  In chapter seven and chapter eight Daniel records two visions which he 
had during the reign of Belshazzar.  This chapter tells of the end of Belshazzar's reign and the Fall of 
Babylon.

Belshazzar decided to have a feast and he invited one thousand of the most important men in the 
government of his empire.  Although women were not usually included at such feasts, Belshaazzar's wives 
and concubines were present at this feast.

Frederick Tatford describes the feast and quotes from Farrar:

“The royal table was probably set on a raised dais at the end of the banqueting hall, and the 
king openly drunk  before the assembled company.  Farrar's description is worth quoting. 
The feast he says, 'was celebrated in that palace which was a wonder of the world, with its 
unique statues and splendid, spacious halls.  Th walls were rich with images of the 
Chaldeans, painted in vermillion.  The Babylonian banquets, like those of the Greeks, 
usually ended by a Komos or revelry in which intoxication was regarded as no disgrace. 
Wine flowed freely.  Doubtless, too, there were women and boys and girls with flutes and 
cymbals, to which the dancers danced in all orgiastic abandonment of Eastern passion.  All 
this was regarded as an element in the religious solemnity; and while the revellers drank 
their wine, hymns were being chanted.”

Jeremiah prophesied that God would make the leaders of Babylon drunk.  It seems to apply to this event. 
Jeremiah 51:39 - “In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunken that they may 
rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the Lord.”    Jeremiah 51:57 - “And I will make 
drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men; and they shall sleep 
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a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts.”

Sometime during the feast, Belshazzar commanded that the gold vessels which had been moved from the 
temple of God in Jerusalem be brought out.  These were sacred vessels, holy things of God.  After they 
were brought out they drank wine from them.  While they drank from the vessels, they praised the gods of 
gold, silver, brass, iron, wood, and stone.  These are the materials from which the Babylonian gods were 
made.  Belshazzar, by drinking from the vessels, holy to the God of Israel, while praising the Babylonian 
gods was asserting the superiority of his gods over Israel's God.  By “touching the holy things of God,” 
Belshazzar made his fatal mistake.  God would soon bring judgment upon Belshazzar and the Empire of 
Babylon.  Within hours the Persians would attack the city and Belshazzar would be killed.

This act of contempt and blasphemy toward the Most High God was the crowning act of impiety which 
filled Babylon's cup of iniquity.  God could not allow the Children of Israel to take possession of the land 
of Canaan until “the iniquity of the Amorites” was full. (Genesis 15:16)  This shows the great patience of 
God with sinning mankind.  However, a point is eventually reached when God says, “Enough!” and He 
executes judgment.

Little did Belshazzar and his lords know, but at the very time of their drunken festivities, the Persians were 
outside their city and finalizing the preparations for taking the city.  They were over confident in the 
extensive fortifications protecting the city and in their worthless gods.

Herodotus describes the takeover of Babylon:
“...Cyrus, with the first approach of spring, marched forward against Babylon.  The 
Babylonians, encamped without their walls, awaited his coming.  A battle was fought a short 
distance from the city, in which the Babylonians were defeated by the Persian king, 
whereupon they withdrew within their defences.  Here they shut themselves up, and made 
light of his siege, having laid in a store of provisions for many years in preparation against 
this attack, they were convinced that he would never stop, and their turn would come at last.

“Cyrus was now reduced to great perplexity, as time went on and he made no progress 
against the place.  In this distress either some one made the suggestion to him, or he 
bethought himself of a plan, which he proceeded to put into execution.  He placed a portion 
of his army at the point where the river enters the city, and another body at the back of the 
place where it issues forth, with orders to march into the town by the bed of the stream, as 
soon as the water became shallow enough:  he then himself drew off with the unwarlike 
potion of his host, and made for the place where Nitocris dug the basin for the river, where 
he did exactly what she had done formerly:  he turned the Euphrates by a canal into the 
basin, which was then a marsh, on which the river sank to such an extent that the natural bed 
of the stream became fordable.  Hereupon the Persians who had been left for the purpose at 
Babylon by the river-side, entered the stream, which had now sunk so as to reach about 
midway up a man's thigh, and thus got into town.  Had the Babylonians been apprised of 
what Cyrus was about, or had they noticed their danger, they would never have allowed the 
Persians to enter the city, but would have destroyed them utterly; for they would have made 
fast all the street-gates which gave upon the river, and mounting upon the walls along other 
sides of the stream, would so have caught the enemy, as it were, in a trap.  But, as it was, the 
Persians came upon them by surprise and so took the city.  Owing to the vast size of the 
place, the inhabitants of the central parts (as the residents at Babylon declare) long after the 
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outer portions of the town were taken, knew nothing of what had chanced, but as they were 
engaged in a festival, continued dancing and revelling until they learnt the capture but too 
certainly. Such, then, were the circumstances of the first taking of Babylon.”

The Fingers of God
Daniel 5:5, 6
“In the same hour came forth the fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.”

The fingers which wrote the message were not the fingers of an ordinary man.  Nor was this the first time 
that those fingers had written a message which spelled out the doom of a man who had dared to defy the 
Most High.  When the Lord had sent the plagues to the Egyptians, Pharaoh's magicians recognized that, 
“This is the finger of God.”  (Exodus 8:19)  Later God gave to Moses the Law on two tablets of stone 
“written with the finger of God.”

This same God in speaking to Isaiah declared, “I am the Lord:  that is my name:  and my glory will I not 
give to another, neither my praise to graven images.”  (Isaiah 42:8)  This was something that Belshazzar 
was about to discover.

As Belshazzar saw those fingers write on the wall, he recognized that a supernatural act was happening 
and he became terrified.  His face became contorted into a picture of terror and paled into whiteness.  His 
legs trembled and his knees knocked together.

Daniel 5:7-12
“The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers.  And 
the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read the writing, and 
shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about is neck, and  shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.  Then came in all the king's  
wisemen: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation 
thereof.  Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in 
him, and his lords were astonied.  Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his  
lords, came into the banquet house:  and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever, nor 
let thy countenance be changed:  There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I  
say, thy father made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams 
and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel,  
whom the king named Belteshazzar:  now let Daniel be called, and he will show the 
interpretation.”

The wise men of Babylon again could not help the king by reading or interpreting the message written on 
the wall.  Whether or not it was written in a language that was unknown to them, we do not know. Larkin 
wrote, “The true reason was that it was a message from GOD, and it takes a “MAN OF GOD” to 
interpret the WORDS OF GOD.”
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The “queen” that is mentioned was not the wife of Belshazzar.  He had several wives and they were 
already present at the feast.  The queen was most likely Belshazzar's mother, Nitocris, the wife of 
Nabonidus.  As the mother of the king, she evidently had authority to enter the banquet hall without being 
invited, and she did so.

Although Daniel was made second in the kingdom under Nebuchadnezzar, we do not know what Daniel 
did under the rule of Evil-Merodach, Neriglissar, or Nabonidus.  Daniel would have been sixty-five years 
old at the death of Nebuchadnezzar and the Bible is silent on the events that occurred his death and the 
reign of Belshazzar.  It seems that Belshazzar did not know anything about Daniel or at least did not 
remember him.  However, the queen mother, his own mother, did remember him.  She told Belshazar that 
this man, Daniel, was wise and understanding.  She believed that he had the “spirit of the holy gods” 
within him.  She was referring to the Babylonian gods, as she did not know the God of Daniel.

Daniel 5:13-16  “Then was Daniel brought in before the king.  And the king spake and said 
unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom 
the king my father brought out of Jewry?  I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the 
gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.  
And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should 
read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof:  but they could not  
shew the interpretation of the thing.  And I heard of thee, that thou canst make 
interpretations, and dissolve doubts:  now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to 
me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

When Pharaoh had a dream and his Egyptian magicians and wise men could not interpret it for him, 
Joseph was brought out of prison to interpret it.   After Joseph had interpreted the dream, he was rewarded 
by Pharaoh with his ring, clothing of fine linen, gold chains for his neck, and he was made the ruler over 
all of Egypt next in power to Pharaoh himself.  Now a similar offer is made by Belshazzar to Daniel. 
Since Belshazzar, himself, was only the second ruler, he could only offer the position of third ruler to 
Daniel.  Belshazzar's father, Nabonidus was the first ruler.

Daniel 5:17-24  “Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself,  
and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation.  O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:  And for the majesty that he gave him, all  
people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him:  whom he would he slew, 
and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he set up; and whom he would he put down.  
But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. And when he was driven from the sons of  
men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses:  and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointed over it whomsoever he will.  And thou his son, O 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up 
thyself against the Lord of heaven;and they have brought the vessels of his house before 
thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and 
thou praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, of iron, wood, and stone, which  see not,  
nor hear, nor know:  and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways,  
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hast thou not glorified:  Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was 
written.”

First of all, Daniel lets Belshazzar know that the gifts and rewards promised him did not influence Daniel 
at all.  He was not interested in them, yet he would interpret the writing for the king.  Then Daniel boldly 
rebukes the king and reminds him of his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar's proud and arrogant heart and how 
God had to humble him by causing him to live as an ox for seven years.  Belshazzar, too, had a proud and 
arrogant heart and although he knew what had happened to Nebuchadnezzar, it did not cause him to be 
humble nor to seek out the God of heaven.  Belshazzar had even gone so far as to drink from the vessels 
from the house of the true God in open defiance against Him.  It was because of this very act of 
desecrating the holy vessels of God, that this handwriting had appeared on the wall announcing the doom 
of Belshazzar and his kingdom.

Daniel 5:25-28 “And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN.  This is the interpretation of the thing:  MENE; God hath numbered thy 
kingdom, and finished it.  TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.  PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”

The words written on the wall were not the exact words that Daniel used in his interpretation.  The last  
word is different.  “Upharsin” was changed to “Peres.”  Peres is the singular form of Upharsin.  
Clarence Larkin says that the language used was Aramaic, a language that they should have understood,  
being their own.  Clarence Larkin gives this explanation:

“The change helps the interpretation, because the consonants written P-R-S on the wall  
were the same as those used for “Persians,” showing where Daniel got the words, the 
“Medes” and “Persians,” the Medes and Persians at that time being a dual kingdom.  The 
words, “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN,” translated into English,  
mean--”Numbered,” Numbered,” “Weighed,” “Divisions,”  Daniel interpreted them thus--

MENE--”God hath numbered thy Kingdom, and finished it.”
TEKEL--”Thou (Belshazzar) art weighed in the balances and art found wanting.”
PERES--”Thy Kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”

“The writing was in Aramaic, and the letters may have been arranged in Acrostic style, and 
so mystified the “Wise Men.”  The illustration below, taken from the Talmud, will show how 
this could have been done.

P T M M
R K N N
S L A A

The Chaldeans (Wise Men), reading the letters from right to left, as in Hebrew and Aramaic,  
or from left to right as in other languages could make no sense of the words:  but Daniel  
read from top to bottom, beginning at the right.”

Daniel 5:29-31 - “Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and 
put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should 
be the third ruler in the kingdom.  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain.  And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years 
old.”

Isaiah prophesied concerning Babylon many years prior to this:
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Isaiah13:1  “The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.”
Isaiah 13:6  “Howl ye: for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction 
from the Almighty.”
Isaiah 13:9 “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to  
lay the land desolate:  and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.”
Isaiah 13:19-22. “And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees'  
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  It shall never be 
inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation:  neither shall the 
Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.  But wild beasts 
of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls  
shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.  And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry 
in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces; and her time is near to 
come, and her days shall not be prolonged.”
Isaiah 44:28 –45:1-4.  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure:  even saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation 
shall b laid.

Jeremiah prophesied concerning Babylon:
Jeremiah 51:8.  “Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed:  howl for her; take balm for her  
pain, if so be she may be healed.”
Jeremiah 51:25-26.  “Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the Lord, 
which destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain.  And they shall not take a stone 
for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the 
Lord.”
Jeremiah 51:58. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly  
broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labour in vain,  
and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.”
Jeremiah 51:63-64. “And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that  
thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates:  And thou shalt say,  
Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her:  and 
they shall be weary.  Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.”

Revelation also gives prophecy concerning Babylon:
Revelation 18:8.  “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and 
famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire:  for strong is the Lord God who judgeth 
her.”
Revelation 18:21.  “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it  
into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be found no more at  
all.”

Because of these prophecies, many Bible scholars maintain that Babylon must be rebuilt so that it can be 
destroyed in the manner of these verses.

Destroyed suddenly.
Never to be inhabited.
Utterly burned with fire.
Not a stone for a corner nor a foundation.

None of these were factors in the taking of Babylon by the Persians.


