
Daniel Lesson Eight –Who Was Belshazzar?

“Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before 
the thousand.”  Daniel 5:1.

Chapter four ended with Nebuchadnezzar's testimony of his conversion following his seven years of 
madness during which he believed he was an ox.   Chapter five begins with Belshazzar being the king of 
Babylon.  History tells us that Nebuchadnezzar died around October 8, 562 B.C., after having reigned for 
43 years.  In 2 Kings 25:27, we read that in the 37th year of Jehoiachin's reign in Judah, Evil-merodach 
began to reign in Babylon.  Josephus tells “after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-merodach his son 
succeeded in the kingdom” (Antiquities of the Jews, 10.11.2)  He reigned but two years when he was 
assassinated.  His brother-in-law, Neriglissar (Nergal-shar-user) took over the throne and reigned for three 
years.  Neriglissar was married to Nebuchadnezzar's daughter, Nitocris.  Upon his death, their son, 
Labosoarchad (Labashi-marduk) reigned for nine months and was murdered by a conspiratorial group who 
then chose a man unconnected with Nebuchadnezzar's royal line to be king.  This man was Nebonidus. 
He is considered by historians to be the last king of Babylon.  So then, who was Belshazzar?   

Because for centuries no mention of the 
name Belshazzar was found anywhere 
but in the Bible, critics of the Bible 
have long used this as proof that the 
Bible is wrong.  Then in 1853 
archaeologists discovered small clay 
cylinders at Ur in Mesopotamia 
inscribed with accounts of the 
rebuilding of Ur's ziggurat by King 
Nebonidus.  The inscriptions concluded 
with prayers for Nebonidus' health – 
and for his eldest son and co-regent, 
Belshazzar.  This cylinder is now called 
the Nebonidus Cylinder.  

This clearly confirms the existence of 
Belshazzar.

The Nebonidus Cylinder from Ur (555-540BC) amongst other 
things records a prayer from King Nebonidus for “Belshazzar 
the firstborn son, the offspring of my heart.” (Quote taken from 
Anderson & Edwards, Through the British Museum With the 
Bible, (Day One, 2004), p. 52)
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Another ancient artifact, called the Nebonidus Chronicle, 
was acquired by the British Museum in 1879  It was a clay 
tablet with inscriptions.  It was translated by Sir Henry 
Rawlinson and printed in 1880.  The text tells of Nebonidus' 
ascension to power in 556 B.C.  It also tells of Nebonidus' 
self-imposed exile to Tema for a period of ten years.

The Nebonidus Chronicle for 556-539BC explains: “The 
king was in Tema; the king’s son, courtiers and army were in 
Babylonia.”

Some scholars say that Belshazzar was a part of the conspirators who accomplished the coup d'etat that 
overthrew the weak son of Neriglissar, Labosoarchad.  Nitocris, the widow of Neiglissar, it is conjectured, 
then married Nebonidus for the purpose of maintaining ruling power over Babylon.  Belshazzar may have 
been her son from her first mariage.  If so, then he would have been Nebuchadnezzar's grandson.  It also 
would have made him a brother to Labosoarchad.  This would have been the fulfillment of Jeremiah's 
prophecy that stated that Nebuchadnezzar would be succeeded by his son and his son's son. (Jeremiah 
27:7)

After his first three years as King of Babylonia, Nebonidus, went to Tema in Arabia, where he lived for the 
next ten years.  Since Nebonidus worshiped the moon god, Sin, and the sun god and Ishtar, he was 
despised by the inhabitants of the city of Babylon who were worshipers of Marduk.  His efforts to make 
the moon god the god of Babylon was not received well.  Perhaps the inhabitants of Tema were more 
receptive.  It seems that Belshazzar and perhaps his mother, Nitocris, who remained in Babylon ruled over 
Babylon while Nebonidus ruled over the outside areas of the empire.

A stele of Nebonidus worshiping the moon god, the sun god, and Ishtar.
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Nitocris

The first historian (outside of the Bible) was a Greek named Herodotus.  He is considered the “Father of 
History.”  He was born in 484 B.C. in Hallicanassus, Turkey and died in 430 B.C.  He wrote what is 
known as “The Histories.”  His work is found on the internet under “The Wars of the Persians.”  It 
contains a number of interesting stories and information concerning this chapter of Daniel

[1.184] Many sovereigns have ruled over this city of Babylon, and lent their aid to 
the building of its walls and the adornment of its temples, of whom I shall make 
mention in my Assyrian history. Among them two were women. Of these, the earlier, 
called Semiramis, held the throne five generations before the later princess. She 
raised certain embankments well worthy of inspection, in the plain near Babylon, to 
control the river, which, till then, used to overflow, and flood the whole country round 
about. 

[1.185] The later of the two queens, whose name was Nitocris, a wiser princess than 
her predecessor, not only left behind her, as memorials of her occupancy of the 
throne, the works which I shall presently describe, but also, observing the great 
power and restless enterprise of the Medes, who had taken so large a number of 
cities, and among them Nineveh, and expecting to be attacked in her turn, made all  
possible exertions to increase the defences of her empire. And first, whereas the river 
Euphrates, which traverses the city, ran formerly with a straight course to Babylon, 
she, by certain excavations which she made at some distance up the stream, 
rendered it so winding that it comes three several times in sight of the same village, 
a village in Assyria, which is called Ardericea; and to this day, they who would go 
from our sea to Babylon, on descending to the river touch three times, and on three 
different days, at this very place. She also made an embankment along each side of 
the Euphrates, wonderful both for breadth and height, and dug a basin for a lake a 
great way above Babylon, close alongside of the stream, which was sunk everywhere 
to the point where they came to water, and was of such breadth that the whole 
circuit measured four hundred and twenty furlongs. The soil dug out of this basin was 
made use of in the embankments along the waterside. When the excavation was 
finished, she had stones brought, and bordered with them the entire margin of the 
reservoir. These two things were done, the river made to wind, and the lake 
excavated, that the stream might be slacker by reason of the number of curves, and 
the voyage be rendered circuitous, and that at the end of the voyage it might be 
necessary to skirt the lake and so make a long round. All these works were on that 
side of Babylon where the passes lay, and the roads into Media were the straightest, 
and the aim of the queen in making them was to prevent the Medes from holding 
intercourse with the Babylonians, and so to keep them in ignorance of her affairs. 

[1.186] While the soil from the excavation was being thus used for the defence of the 
city, Nitocris engaged also in another undertaking, a mere by-work compared with 
those we have already mentioned. The city, as I said, was divided by the river into 
two distinct portions. Under the former kings, if a man wanted to pass from one of 
these divisions to the other, he had to cross in a boat; which must, it seems to me, 
have been very troublesome. Accordingly, while she was digging the lake, Nitocris 
be. thought herself of turning it to a use which should at once remove this 
inconvenience, and enable her to leave another monument of her reign over Babylon. 
She gave orders for the hewing of immense blocks of stone, and when they were 
ready and the basin was excavated, she turned the entire stream of the Euphrates 
into the cutting, and thus for a time, while the basin was filling, the natural channel 
of the river was left dry. Forthwith she set to work, and in the first place lined the 
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banks of the stream within the city with quays of burnt brick, and also bricked the 
landing-places opposite the river-gates, adopting throughout the same fashion of 
brickwork which had been used in the town wall; after which, with the materials 
which had been prepared, she built, as near the middle of the town as possible, a 
stone bridge, the blocks whereof were bound together with iron and lead. In the 
daytime square wooden platforms were laid along from pier to pier, on which the 
inhabitants crossed the stream; but at night they were withdrawn, to prevent people 
passing from side to side in the dark to commit robberies. When the river had filled 
the cutting, and the bridge was finished, the Euphrates was turned back again into 
its ancient bed; and thus the basin, transformed suddenly into a lake, was seen to 
answer the purpose for which it was made, and the inhabitants, by help of the basin, 
obtained the advantage of a bridge. 

.
Other Interesting Information from Herodotus

The following is a description of the place:- The city stands on a broad plain, and is 
an exact square, a hundred and twenty furlongs in length each way, so that the 
entire circuit is four hundred and eighty furlongs. While such is its size, in 
magnificence there is no other city that approaches to it. It is surrounded, in the first 
place, by a broad and deep moat, full of water, behind which rises a wall fifty royal 
cubits in width, and two hundred in height. (The royal cubit is longer by three fingers' 
breadth than the common cubit.) 

[1.179] And here I may not omit to tell the use to which the mould dug out of the 
great moat was turned, nor the manner wherein the wall was wrought. As fast as 
they dug the moat the soil which they got from the cutting was made into bricks, and 
when a sufficient number were completed they baked the bricks in kilns. Then they 
set to building, and began with bricking the borders of the moat, after which they 
proceeded to construct the wall itself, using throughout for their cement hot bitumen, 
and interposing a layer of wattled reeds at every thirtieth course of the bricks. On the 
top, along the edges of the wall, they constructed buildings of a single chamber 
facing one another, leaving between them room for a four-horse chariot to turn. In 
the circuit of the wall are a hundred gates, all of brass, with brazen lintels and side-
posts. The bitumen used in the work was brought to Babylon from the Is, a small 
stream which flows into the Euphrates at the point where the city of the same name 
stands, eight days' journey from Babylon. Lumps of bitumen are found in great 
abundance in this river. 

[1.180] The city is divided into two portions by the river which runs through the 
midst of it. This river is the Euphrates, a broad, deep, swift stream, which rises in 
Armenia, and empties itself into the Erythraean sea. The city wall is brought down on 
both sides to the edge of the stream: thence, from the corners of the wall, there is 
carried along each bank of the river a fence of burnt bricks. The houses are mostly 
three and four stories high; the streets all run in straight lines, not only those parallel 
to the river, but also the cross streets which lead down to the water-side. At the river 
end of these cross streets are low gates in the fence that skirts the stream, which 
are, like the great gates in the outer wall, of brass, and open on the water. 

[1.181] The outer wall is the main defense of the city. There is, however, a second 
inner wall, of less thickness than the first, but very little inferior to it in strength. The 
centre of each division of the town was occupied by a fortress. In the one stood the 
palace of the kings, surrounded by a wall of great strength and size: in the other was 
the sacred precinct of Jupiter Belus, a square enclosure two furlongs each way, with 
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gates of solid brass; which was also remaining in my time. In the middle of the 
precinct there was a tower of solid masonry, a furlong in length and breadth, upon 
which was raised a second tower, and on that a third, and so on up to eight. The 
ascent to the top is on the outside, by a path which winds round all the towers.  

The Dress of the Babylonians

[1.195] The dress of the Babylonians is a linen tunic reaching to the feet, and above 
it another tunic made in wool, besides which they have a short white cloak thrown 
round them, and shoes of a peculiar fashion, not unlike those worn by the Boeotians. 
They have long hair, wear turbans on their heads, and anoint their whole body with 
perfumes. Every one carries a seal, and a walking-stick, carved at the top into the 
form of an apple, a rose, a lily, an eagle, or something similar; for it is not their habit 
to use a stick without an ornament. 

The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

The Greek Historian Strabo (first century BC) described the gardens with these 
words: “Babylon, too, lies in a plain; and the circuit of its wall is three hundred and 
eighty-five stadia (an ancient unit of distance). The thickness of its wall is thirty-two 
feet; the height thereof between the towers is fifty cubits (an ancient unit of 
measure); that of the towers is sixty cubits; and the passage on top of the wall is 
such that four-horse chariots can easily pass one another; and it is on this account 
that this and the hanging garden are called one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 
The garden is quadrangular in shape, and each side is four plethra (an ancient unit of 
measure) in length. It consists of arched vaults, which are situated, one after 
another, on checkered, cube-like foundations. The checkered foundations, which are 
hollowed out, are covered so deep with earth that they admit of the largest of trees, 
having been constructed of baked brick and asphalt — the foundations themselves 
and the vaults and the arches. The ascent to the uppermost terrace-roofs is made by 
a stairway; and alongside these stairs there were screws, through which the water 
was continually conducted up into the garden from the Euphrates by those appointed 
for this purpose. For the river, a stadium in width, flows through the middle of the 
city; and the garden is on the bank of the river”. 

Another Greek historian named Diodorus Siculus tells that the gardens were around 
400 feet wide by 400 feet long and almost 80 feet high. Garden's height is very 
controversial, since Herodotus said it was 320 feet high, but this point seems too 
exaggerated

Other source described the hanging gardens as follows: "The Hanging Garden has 
plants cultivated above ground level, and the roots of the trees are embedded in an 
upper terrace rather than in the earth. The whole mass is supported on stone 
columns... Streams of water emerging from elevated sources flow down sloping 
channels... These waters irrigate the whole garden saturating the roots of plants and 
keeping the whole area moist. Hence the grass is permanently green and the leaves 
of trees grow firmly attached to supple branches... This is a work of art of royal 
luxury and its most striking feature is that the labor of cultivation is suspended above 
the heads of the spectators".
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