
Daniel Lesson Seven – The Tree Vision

“Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that  
the high God hath wrought toward me.  How great are his signs! And how mighty are his  
wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to 
generation.”  Daniel 4:1-3

This chapter in the book of Daniel was not written by Daniel, but by Nebuchadnezzar.  It is an official 
state document, a royal proclamation made to all the peoples of all the earth.  That it was to “all the earth” 
seems to imply that it covered a broader area than just that which was under the sovereignty of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  Yet it seems to agree with the prophecy of Jeremiah.

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel:  thus shall ye say unto your masters:  I  
have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power 
and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.  And now 
have I given all these into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon my servant; and 
the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.  And all nations shall serve him,  
and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land come:  and then many nations 
and great kings shall serve themselves of him.  And it shall come  to pass, that the nation 
and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, that  
nation  will I punish saith the Lord, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.”  Jer. 27:4-8

Read Daniel 4:4-7
This proclamation given in this fourth chapter of Daniel is really Nebuchadnezzar's personal testimony. 
He begins by telling the circumstances when the story begins.  Nebuchadnezzar was at home, at ease and 
comfortable.  He was at peace and secure, not at war with any other ruler or nation, when he had a vision 
while in his bed.  The vision so disturbed him that he called in the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers.  He told them his vision and asked for an interpretation.   As before, none of them could give 
an interpretation.

Read Daniel 4:8-9
Finally, Daniel came before Nebuchadnezzar and Nebuchadnezzar admits to Daniel that he has “the spirit 
of the holy gods in him” and that “no secret is too difficult for you.”
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Nebuchadnezzar's Vision of the Tree

“Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the 
earth, and the height thereof was great.  The tree grew, and was strong, and the height  
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth:  The leaves thereof  
were fair and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all:  the beasts of the field had 
shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was 
fed of it.  I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and behold, a watcher and an holy 
one came down from heaven; He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off  
his branches, shake all his leaves, and scatter his fruit:  let the beasts get away from under 
it, and the fowls from his branches; Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth,  
even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with 
the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:  Let his  
heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times 
pass over him.  This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of  
the holy ones; to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of  
men.”  Daniel 4:10-16.

Harry Ironside in his commentary of this fourth chapter of Daniel begins by quoting from Job 33:14-17. 
“God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man perceiveth it not.  In a dream, in a vision of the night when deep 
sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed, then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their 
instruction, that He may withdraw man from his purpose (or work), and hide pride from man.”  Ironside 
goes on to say, “God had spoken once to Nebuchadnezzar in giving him the dream of the great image of 
the Times of the Gentiles.  But the heart of the king was willful, and he continued to go on with his own 
purpose, in his pride and folly.  God spoke twice by the marvelous vision of the Son of God in the midst of 
the fiery furnace, keeping His faithful witnesses from all danger and harm.  But again the proud king kept 
on his way, with unsubject heart and unsubdued will.  Now God speaks the third time, and this in a most 
humiliating manner, to this great world-ruler's confusion before his princes.”

Read Daniel 4:17
In verse 13 and again in verse 17, Daniel makes reference to “watchers” and “holy ones.”  It is considered 
by most Bible scholars that this refers to angels.  In verse 17, Nebuchadnezzar declares that  the 
“watchers” have made a decree and the “holy ones” made a demand.  This seems to imply that there is a 
council of angels that watch over the affairs of men and make decisions concerning them.   There are 
verses in the Bible that picture the Lord sitting on His throne surrounded  by a host of angels or pictures of 
the Lord holding forth a council meeting or a sort of court.  In verse 24, it is clear that the decree is 
allowed or approved by God and really comes forth from Him.

“And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord:  I saw the Lord sitting on his  
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.”  
1 Kings 22:19

“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord,  
and Satan came also among them.”  Job 1:6
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“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord,  
and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord.”  Job 2:1

“For who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard his word? 
Who hath marked his word, and heard it?”  Jeremiah 23:18

Daniel, upon hearing the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, was astonished and unable to answer 
Nebuchadnezzar for one whole hour.  It was not that he did not know the interpretation, but that he knew 
the interpretation and was hesitant to reveal the meaning to Nebuchadnezzar.  It was not an interpretation 
that Nebuchadnezzar was likely to receive well.  Finally, Nebuchadnezzar encouraged Daniel to speak, 
“Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee.”

Daniel responded by saying that he wished that the dream actually applied to those who hated 
Nebuchadnezzar and the interpretation applied to his enemies. (Verse 19)

When Nebuchadnezzar began telling his dream of the tree to Daniel, he spoke of the tree as “it”, but when 
he was quoting the words of the “watcher” in verses 14 to 16 the things relating to the tree were referred 
to as “his branches”, “his leaves”, “his fruit”, “his roots”, and “his portion.”  This is probably what caused 
Nebuchadnezzar such concern, recognizing that it was most likely referring to himself.

The Interpretation of the Dream

“The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof  
much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 
branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation:  It is thou, O king, that art grown 
and become strong:  for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
dominion to the end of the earth.  And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one 
coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the 
stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field; and let it be wet with dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the 
beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him; This is the interpretation, O king, and this  
is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king:  That they shall drive 
thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make 
thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will.  And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the 
tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens do rule.” Daniel 4:24-26

Then Daniel advised Nuchadnezzar to stop sinning and to do good and perhaps he could avert the 
predicted outcome or maybe delay it.  Verse 27.  “Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto 
thee, and beak off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor, if it may be 
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a lengthening of thy tranquility.”

It seemed that Neuchadnezzar did not heed the advice of Daniel or take seriously this third warning from 
the Lord.  He continued in his pride and arrogance.  Verse 30. “...Is not this great Babylon,that I have built  
for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?”
The Lord had been gracious to him and had given him an entire year to repent before He fulfilled His 
prophecy.  Verse 29.  “At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.” 
Then Nuchadnezzar heard the voice of the Lord speak to him from heaven. “O king Nebuchadnezzar, to  
thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.  And they shall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field:  they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to  
whomsoever he will.” (Verses 31, 32)

Nebuchadnezzar Finally Submits to the Lord

“The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar:  and he was driven from 
men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hairs 
were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.  And at the end of the days,  
I Nebuchadnezzar lifted mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me,  
and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored him that liveth for ever, whose 
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:  And all the inhabitants of the 
earth are reputed as nothing:  and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth:  and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou?  At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, 
mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought 
unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me. 
Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment:  and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.”  Daniel 
4:33-37.

After the Lord spoke to Nebuchadnezzar and told him that his kingdom had been taken from him, 
Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind and believed himself to be an ox.  There is a mental illness called 
lycanthropy in which an individual believes himself to be an animal, and this is evidently what happened 
to Nebuchadnezzar.  He then was driven out of his palace and allowed to eat grass and live as an ox, 
probably on the palace grounds.  He continued in this condition for seven years.  The word “times” seems 
to represent one year.  This is the same number of years of the Great Tribulation.  This judgment given to 
Nebuchadnezzar eventually causes him to look up to heaven to God.  When he did so, God returned to 
him his understanding.

The prophecy declared that the stump and the roots of the tree would be left in the ground, indicating that 
the kingdom would not be permanently removed from him.  It would return to him after the passage of the 
seven times.  During the time that he was living as an ox and out of his right mind,  another had to be in 
charge of the empire.  This may have been his son, Evil-Merodach, or perhaps some other assisant to him 
in the government.  At any rate, the government was returned to him at the end of the seven years without 
question.
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At that time, Nebuchadnezzar recognized that the Lord of Daniel, the Most High God, was the true God. 
He was now willing to give Him the honor and praise due Him. He recognized that his empire was really 
the dominion of God.  He knew that mere men were as nothing compared to God, that no one can prevent 
God from doing His will. Nebuchadnezzar now wants to praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, 
and he knows that His way is truth.

The Prophetical Interpretation

Again I am turning to Dr. M.R. DeHaan to explain the prophetical meaning of this historical story.  Dr. 
DeHaan says the Bible “deals very largely with the history of one single nation, the nation of Israel, the 
nation which is at the center of God's program and plans for the dispensations and the rest of the world 
nations.”

“The fourth chapter of the prophecy of Daniel contains the testimony of a pagan, heathen, Gentile king, 
Nebuchadnezzar, relating for us his conversion, and how he came to the knowledge of the true God and 
Jehovah.”

The books of the Bible were written at different times and by different men.  Dr.DeHaan says, “...there is a 
unity and a progression and a oneness of purpose in every one of these books and all of them are related 
together.  We begin to see in the prophecy of Daniel not merely a historic record of certain events which 
took place thousands of years ago, but a revelation of God, and we see that all these chapters are 
connected one to the other and reveal to us what God's purpose and plan is for these days which lay ahead 
in Daniel's day.”
 
Dr. DeHaan tells us that there are four distinct and separate pictures of “the course of this age” in the book 
of Daniel.  The first picture is found in the second chapter., the chapter telling of the giant image of gold, 
silver, bronze, and clay and iron.  This chapter gave us a prophetical picture of the course of history from 
Babylon to the last form of Gentile world power, the “times of the Gentiles.”  The second picture is given 
in this, the fourth chapter.  It is another picture of the same thing—how the Gentile world power will 
increase and grow until it is cut down.  In future studies we will see the remaining two pictures in chapter 
five and in chapter seven.

Concerning the tree vision of Nebuchadnezzar, Dr. DeHaan says this:  “In the light of the prophetic nature 
of Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, is representative of world government, not only in his 
particular time and age in which he lived, but is representative of man's effort at governing himself in 
every age of man's dominion until the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ's shall be set up.

Nebuchadnezzar conquered “the entire world, uniting all the people under one great Babylonian system of 
government.” At the end of this age a world government, a world federation of nations under one head 
shall be set up which shall guarantee to man prosperity, peace, no poverty, no strife—Utopia.  Then “the 
pride of man will reach its apex.”  But at that moment, the signal will be for the return of Jesus for His 
followers—the rapture.  Then shall follow a time of tribulation.  Following Nebuchadnezzar's great pride 
where he says in verse 30,”Is not this great Babylon which I have built ...” He is sent into seven years of 
living as an ox.  These seven years represent the Tribulation.
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Dr. DeHaan says, “And so the voice that came from heaven and commanded that the tree representing 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king, be hewed down and cut to the ground, is a picture of the coming of the Lord 
who will cause the nations to become stark mad in their insane delusion of self-achievement and self-
grandeur and then will follow the seven years of greatest confusion the world has ever known. “

“At the end of seven years...the Lord will come.  This is represented by the watcher, the holy one, who 
comes down from heaven...It is the same as the stone cut without hands.”

“The stump of the tree and the roots were to be left in the ground and at the end of the seven years this 
stump was to sprout again, representing:

1 Nebuchadnezzar's restoration as king.
2 Israel restored in the land. Gentile nations will occupy countries of the world, will acknowledge 

the Lord Jesus Christ, before whom every knee shall bow. 

Nebuchadnezzar was not converted until after the seven years were completed.  The stump of the tree did 
not sprout again until after it had been cut down for a period of time.  Nebuchadnezzar was kept in his 
madness until he acknowledged the God of heaven.  This indicates that the kingdom of God will not be set 
up until after the tribulation period.  Israel will repent at the end of the tribulation period and before Jesus 
Christ returns.  Christians are not making the world ready for the return of Christ as some believe.  He will 
return after the world has gone completely mad and sin abounds.

During this present dispensation, Christ is not aiming to save the whole world.  He is saving some out of 
this present world.   Then He will return to set up His kingdom.  This is shown clearly in the following 
passage, where Paul is referring to Simon Peter:

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a 
people for his name.  And to this agree the words of the prophets, as it is written, After this  
I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will  
build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up.”  Acts 15:14-16


