
Daniel Lesson Six – The Fiery Furnace

“Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.  They spake 
and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king live forever.  Thou, O king, hast made a 
decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,  
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden 
image:  And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace.  There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach , and Abed-nego; these men, O 
king, have not regarded thee:  they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.  Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  Then they bought these men before the king.” 
Daniel 3:8-13.

When it was brought to King Nebuchadnezzar's attention that three men, of the Jewish captives, had 
disregarded his commandment to bow down and worship the golden image at the sound of the music, 
Nebuchadnezzar could hardly believe it.  How could anyone dare defy his order, but especially those 
Jewish men whom he had elevated to positions of authority in the province of Babylon.  Surely, they 
must not have heard his command or perhaps they did not understand his command.  He was furious, 
and demanded that they be brought before him.  

“Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?  Now 
if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; 
well:  but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” 
Daniel 3:14,15.

Here Nebuchadnezzar seems to be giving them another chance.  Did you really not fall down and 
worship the golden image which I set up and which I commanded you to fall down and worship at the 
sound of the music?  Now, if you obey my commandment, all is well.  But if not, you will surely be 
cast into the fiery furnace.  

Then in his utter dismissal of the power of their God, he says, “Who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands?”  When Daniel had correctly interpreted his dream those many years before, 
Nebuchadnezzar had recognized that the God of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego was “a 
God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.”   But he had not accepted him as the only 
true God, nor had he forsaken his many Babylonian gods.  Because Nebuchadnezzar had been 
successful in destroying Jerusalem, the city of the God of Daniel and the three friends, 
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Nebuchadnezzar probably felt that his gods were superior, after all.  It was part of the thinking in that 
part of the world at that time, that a victory in war was achieved by the one who had the stronger god.

 Willing to be Martyrs

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful [worried] to answer thee in this matter.  If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king.  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

In the NIV, it reads that they answered the king with these words, “we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you in this matter.”  They were not concerned about the charge that the king made against them 
because they knew that they had done the right thing.  These men knew the word of God.  Even though, 
nearly all of Judah and her last kings had abandoned the worship of Jehovah, these few Jewish men, 
had not.  They had learned that God had said, “Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 
beneath the earth:  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them:  for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me.”  Deuteronomy 5:8,9.

God had always been faithful to them and they were not going to be faithless to Him.  They had 
complete confidence that God could deliver them from the fiery furnace, in spite of Nebuchadnezzar's 
challenge concerning, “what god is able to deliver you out of my hands.”    Then they boldly declared 
that even if God did not deliver them, still they would not worship Nebuchadnezzar's golden image. 
By saying that, they said that they were willing to die for the sake of their God.  As it says in 
Revelation, “they loved not their lives unto the death.” (Rev 12:11b KJV)  They were willing to be 
martyrs for the sake of their God.

This is reminiscent of Queen Esther, who said before appearing before King Ahaseurus, “If I perish, I 
perish.”  Many there are who have given their lives rather than deny the Lord.  During the Reformation 
Period, many were burned at the stake for the sake of their faith.  In more modern times, there was Jim 
Eliot, and Chet Bitterman.  There are untold others whose names we never hear, but who staunchly 
defy those that insist that they should deny Jesus Christ to live.  Instead, they choose to be faithful to 
Him who died for them and gave them life eternal.

The Fiery Furnace

“Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego:  before he spake, and commanded that they should 
heat the furnace one [first] seven times more than it was wont to be heated.  And he 
commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.  Then these men were bound 
in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into 
the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  Therefore because the king's commandment was 
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  Then Nebuchadnezzar 
the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors,  
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Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?  They answered and said unto 
the king, True, O king.  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of  
God.”   
Daniel 3:19-25.

The furnace was probably built with an opening at the top for the smoke to escape.  It also had an 
opening at the bottom, through which Nebuchadnezzar and others were able to see the flames.    

Nebuchadnezzar ordered the most mighty men in his army to tie up these three men with heavy cords 
so that they were helpless.  The fire was fed plenty of fuel, and air was blown in through bellows to 
make a fire that was seven times hotter than usual.  Frederick Tatford in his book, The Climax of the 
Ages, wrote, “An apocryphal addition, attributed to Theodotion, states that the servants were directed 
to fling naptha, tow,  and pitch into the furnace, until the flames rose forty-nine cubits high, but this is 
probably an exaggeration.”  They were thrown into the fire.  The fire of the furnace was so hot that the 
men bringing Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to the furnace opening were killed just being near 
the fire.

After a time, Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fire and was shocked.  He saw the men walking in the 
midst of the fire with no ropes tying them.  They were loose.  He also noticed that there were four men, 
not three.  He began to wonder, “How many men did they throw into the furnace?  Who was that fourth 
one?”  The fourth person looked different.  He radiated a kind of glory.  He appeared as a “Son of 
God.”

“Then Nebuchanezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake ,  
and said, Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth,  
and come hither.  Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth [out] of the 
midst of the fire.  And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors,  
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor 
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats singed, nor the smell of fire 
had passed on them.” Daniel 3:24-27.

Nebuchadnezzar just could not believe his eyes, so he went close to the mouth of the furnace and called 
to the three men by their names and told them to come forward, to come to him.  Before he called, the 
three men were not eager to leave the furnace because they were not suffering.  They were not being 
burned and they were in the company of the Son of God.  What better place could they have been, but 
to be in the presence of their Lord!  As it says in Psalm 16:11, “in thy presence is fulness of joy.”  Now 
their king, the one who had commanded them to be placed in the furnace, has called them to come out. 
And they obey.  They walked right out of the furnace, completely unharmed.  Their clothing was 
completely intact.  Their hair was not singed.  Neither was there even the smell of smoke on the men. 
The only thing that had burned was the ropes that had bound them.  That this was a miracle, there was 
no doubt.

Isaiah 43:1,2 “But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee, by thy name; thou art mine.  When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”

Those words of Isaiah proved true for the Children of Israel when they fled Egypt and Pharaoh and 
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crossed the Red Sea.  Those words proved true when they reached the Promised Land and crossed the 
Jordan River.  Now those words proved true for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego as they walked in 
the midst of the fiery furnace.

In chapter eleven of Hebrews where the author is listing those of great faith in the Old Testament, these 
men, although not mentioned by name, are included.  In verse 34 it says, “Quenched the violence of 
fire.”

This miracle was a strong rebuke to King Nebuchadnezzar, who had dared to say, “Who is the god that 
shall deliver you out of my hand?”  He found out.  Their God, the one that he himself had said was “a 
God of gods and a Lord of kings,” was the God who could rescue them.  When Nebuchadnezzar had 
ordered that the furnace be stoked to a heat seven times hotter than usual, he had made this an even 
greater miracle.  They should have died instantly, as did the men who had thrown them in.  Instead, 
they lived and walked about in the fire with their Lord.

The appearance of one “like the Son of God” was a theophany or Christophany, a pre-incarnate 
appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.

A New Decree

“Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and 
have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor 
worship any god, except their own God.  Therefore I make a decree, That every people,  
nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach,  
Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill:  because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.  Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon.”  
Daniel 3:28-30.

The sacrifice made by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, to be willing to die for their faith, benefited 
all of the captive Jews.  The new decree made by Nebuchadnezzar not only nullified his earlier decree 
that all must bow before the golden image, but assured that none could speak amiss of the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  The Jews did not need to fear being forced to commit idolatry by 
the king's decree, but could openly worship their God.

Nebuchadnezzar noted that the three had “yielded their bodies” that they might not serve nor worship 
any God, except their own God.   They did not just risk their lives, but they gave their own selves to 
Him who had created them.  Paul told the Romans, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.”  (Romans 12:1)  These three had, by their pure living and diet, already shown that 
they had honored their God by not abusing their bodies.  By being faithful to the death, they had 
completely surrendered their bodies, their wills, and their lives to God. 

A Prophetic Interpretation

The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego is not just a true story of a miracle of God to 
three faithful Jewish men.  It is more than that.  It is a prophetical picture of a future time.  After 
the Church has been raptured or caught up to meet Christ in the air and taken by Him to heaven, 
there will arise a superman, a Man of Sin, the Antichrist.  At first he will bring in a reign of 
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peace.  All the nation of  Israel will be restored to their land, and the Temple in Jerusalem will be 
rebuilt.  He will promise to protect Israel from her enemies.  But after the first three and one-half 
years, he will turn on Israel and break the covenant that he had made with her.  He will then 
show himself for what he really is, an enemy of God's people.  He will set up an image in 
Jerusalem and compel all the world to worship it.  This will be the “time of Jacob's trouble” or 
the time of the tribulation.

We have already noted that in the Book of Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar is a “type” or “picture” of 
this future Antichrist.  The Antichrist will try to force all people to unite under one religion and 
worship himself rather than the true God.  This is what Nebuchadnezzar did when he demanded 
that all worship the image he had created.  We also noted that the image he had made was a 
“type” of the image to be set up by the Antichrist and placed in the rebuilt Temple during the 
Tribulation.

The fiery furnace is also a “type”, or represents what will happen in the latter days, the seven-
year tribulation period, during which God is judging the nation Israel.  Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego are a “type” of the Jewish remnant that will refuse to worship the image set up by the 
Antichrist.  All will not be martyred in that day.  God will preserve a “remnant” of 144,000 Jews 
who will preach and evangelize others during that time, a faithful group whom the Antichrist will 
not be able to exterminate.  Their preservation during the Tribulation is a fulfillment of the 
prophecy in the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego who were preserved in the fiery 
furnace.  Just as Nebuchadnezzar, Haman, Herod and Hitler were not able to exterminate all the 
Jews during their time, neither will the Antichrist during the Tribulation period.

Jeremiah 30 tells of the day when the Lord will bring His captive people, Israel and Judah back 
to the land that He had given to their fathers, and He says in verse three “they shall possess it.” 
This does not refer to bringing them back during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, but in the end 
times when they shall “possess” their land permanently.

Then Jeremiah goes on to describe a time of fear, a time of travailing.  Verse seven:  “Alas! For 
that day is great, so that none is like it:  it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it.”  Daniel 12:1 reads: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time thy people shall be delivered, every one 
that shall be found written in the book.”  In Matthew 24: 21 and 22, we read, “ For then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.  And except those days be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened.”  In each instance, it is referring to the Jewish remnant.  In 
Jeremiah, Jeremiah is speaking to the Jews.  In Daniel, “thy people” refers to God's chosen 
people, the Jews.  In Matthew, Jesus is speaking to his apostles and “the elect” refers to the 
Jewish people.   In Matthew 24:13, Jesus said, “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved.”  Those who survive the Tribulation to the end, shall be saved.
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Israel Shall be Exalted

Just as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were promoted to higher positions after their fiery 
furnace experience so will Israel be given a higher position in the Millennial period when they 
will be the head of the nations.  

Isaiah 60:11, 12:  “Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor 
night; that men may bring unto the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. 
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be 
utterly wasted.”  

Isaiah 60: 15, 16:  “Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through 
thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.  Thou shalt also suck the 
milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings; and thou shalt know that I the Lord am 
thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.”  

Isaiah 62:3 “Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of thy God.” 

Isaiah 14:1, 2  “For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them 
in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house 
of Jacob.  And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place: and the house of Israel 
shall possess them in the land of the Lord for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them 
captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their oppressors.”


