
Daniel Lesson Five – The Golden Image

“Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits:  he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon.”  Daniel 3:1.

We do not know how much time elapsed between chapter two and chapter three.  It may seem 
as though Nebuchadnezzar was inspired to construct this colossal statue because of the statue 
about which he dreamed in chapter two.  Clarence Larkin says that this chapter occurred 23 
years later.  Lehman Strauss wrote, “There is much agreement among the students of Scripture 
that between eighteen and twenty-three years elapsed between those events recorded in chapter 
2 and the erection of the image in chapter 3.”  In a footnote of the 1599 Geneva Bible (the 
Bible that the Pilgrims used), it says, “The Greek interpreters write that this was done eighteen 
years after this dream.”  If that timing is correct, that means that Nebuchadnezzar had made his 
second and third attacks against Jerusalem, had taken more captives and all of the rest of the 
temple vessels, and had completely destroyed and burned Jerusalem.  Nebuchadnezzar could 
have been inspired to build this image because of the huge statues which he had seen in Egypt 
built by various pharaohs to honor themselves or their gods.

It was of enormous size: 60 cubits in height equals 90 feet and 6 cubits in width equals 9 feet. 
It is possible that part of that height was the foundation of the statue because the proportion of 
10 to 1 would not be the proportion of an average man.  The giant statue in the United States of 
America, the Statue of Liberty is 305 feet and 6 inches from the bottom of the pedestal to the 
top of the torch.  From the heel of the statue to the top of the head, it is 111' 6”.  Its width is 13' 
7”.  This is a proportion of 8 to 1.  The measurements given in units using the number six, 
makes most scholars who have commented on Daniel to think of the number given in 
Revelation as the number for the Antichrist, 666.  The number 6 in scripture is the number for 
man.  Seven is the number of perfection, six being less than perfection.  

To build a statue of that size would have taken an enormous quantity of gold, if it had been 
made of solid gold.  Frederick Tatford wrote, “It has been suggested that the image was not of 
solid gold but was simply of wood or brazen metal, overlaid with golden plates.  On the other 
hand, there seems no question that the king's store of the precious metal would have been 
adequate to have constructed an image of solid gold had he so desired.”  We must remember 
that much gold was plundered from Jerusalem and taken to Babylon.  No doubt 
Nebuchadnezzar had also plundered other nations of their gold when he conquered them, as 
well.
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The statue was to be erected on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.  There are 
several locations in Babylonia bearing the name Dura.  Julius Oppert, an Assyriologist, 
discovered on an archeological expedition, a small tributary of the Euphrates River called the 
Dura.  Nearby was a mound called El-Mokhattat.  This mound was a huge rectangular brick 
structure, forty-five feet square and twenty feet high.  Oppert believed that it had been the base 
for some colossal statue.  It is possible that it was the base for Nebuchadnezzar's great image 
which he had constructed on the plain of Dura.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  Then the princes, the governors, and 
captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers  
of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that  
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that  
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.” Daniel 3:2, 3.

Frederick Tatford quotes Keil, who describes the different classes called to witness the 
dedication of Nebuchadnezzar's statue:

1. “the administrators of the Khshatra, the chief representatives of the king in the 
provinces,

2. the military chiefs of the provinces,

3. the presidents of the civil government,

4. the chief judges,

5. the superintendents of the public treasury,

6. the lawyers,

7. the judges;

8. Finally all governors  of provinces, prefects, who were subordinate to the chief 
governor.”

“Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and 
languages.”  Daniel 3:4

Here we notice that those who were called to the dedication were of various ethnic groups and 
languages.  Nebuchadnezzar's empire was made up of all the different nations which he had 
conquered and so were a diverse group.  Here, he is making a attempt to unify his empire by 
causing them to all have a common religion.  This is a repetition of Nimrod's effort at the tower 
of Babel.



Lesson 5 – Page 24

Music at Pagan Festivals

“That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,  
dulcimer and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that  
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up; And whoso falleth not down and worshipeth 
shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.  Therefore at  
that time, when all the people, heard the sound of the cornet, lute, harp, sackbut,  
psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell  
down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set  
up.”  Daniel 3:5-7.

Nebuchadnezzar had an orchestra of a number of different instruments to make music for the 
assembled people.  The names of these instruments vary with different Bible versions.  For 
example, the sackbut is sometimes called bagpipe and sometimes lyre.  The harp may be called 
the zither, and the psaltery the harp.  The dulcimer may be called pipes.  

Music has power to stir the emotions and has often been used in pagan religious ceremonies to 
almost mesmerize or hypnotize people.  Pastor Larry DeBruyn in his little booklet, Drumming 
Up Deception, quotes Mickey Hart (Grateful Dead drummer), “The drummer is an inspirer, a 
leader, and a prophet.  The blow of the drumsticks translates itself not merely into sound, but 
into a spiritual reverberation.  The excitement we feel when we hear the drumbeat tells us this 
is the skeleton key that opens the door into the realm of the spirit.”  And again he quotes him: 
“The main objective is to share rhythm and get in tune with each other and themselves.  To 
form a group consciousness.  To entrain and resonate.  By entrainment, I mean that a new 
voice, a collective voice, emerges from the group as they drum together.”  

Larry DeBruyn also quotes Warren Smith, whose story I told you last year in one of our 
classes.  He is now saved, but had been heavily involved in New Age.

“The lights went out.  The blindfolds went on.  Suddenly I was moving and 
shaking to the staccato beat of Indian drums.  I twisted and turned and gyrated 
amidst the grunts and groans of the others in the room.  For a moment the apparent 
insanity of what I was doing hit me head-on...It seemed utterly absurd.

But those thoughts quickly subsided as my body seemed to take off on its own, 
rocking and reverberating and responding to the chaotic rhythms.  I could feel 
myself fully entering into the meditation...I was so completely relaxed that the line 
separating me from the meditation was gone.  In that moment, I realized that the 
meditation and I had become mysteriously one...my divine connection was really 
present.”

Drums are not listed with the other musical instruments on this occasion, but other instruments 
might possibly be used to create the same kind of emotional frenzy as those spoken about by 
Mickey Hart and Warren Smith.  At any rate, the threat of being cast into the fiery furnace 
would certainly be sufficient to cause everyone present to comply with the order to fall down 
and worship the huge idol.
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Babylonianism is a System

Babylon and Babylonianism began in the days immediately after the flood.  A man named 
Nimrod (whose name means “rebel”) built the city of Babylon and a great tower and on top of 
this tower was placed the image of his god “Belus.”  

Dr. M.R. DeHaan wrote this: “This first Babylon or Babel was a picture of Babylon throughout 
all the ages to follow.  For Babel or Babylon is a system, a political and religious system 
opposed to the true religion of Jehovah.  It is Satan's counterfeit of God's kingdom and whether 
we see it in the form of the Egyptian Empire, or the Assyrian, or the Babylonian, or the Persian, 
or the Greek, or the Roman Empire, it is always the same for it is engineered by the same 
author, Satan.  Babylonianism is an ideology; it is Satan's attempt to set up a kingdom in 
opposition to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It began in ancient Babel under Nimrod. 
This man built a great city, one of the wonders of the world, and this city represented a political 
system.  But he also built a tower, which was the seat of Babel's worship of the Babylonian 
god, and this tower represented a religious system.  There was only one language and one 
government.

“Nimrod, the founder of Babel, sought to establish a world empire, a world federation, 
politically and religiously.  To keep men from being divided he devised Babel, by which he 
attempted to achieve one government, one religion, one language, one United Nations of the 
world.”

Dr. DeHaan also said, “But Rome has gone and the covenant nation of Israel lives on in spite of 
Pharaoh's drowning program, Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace and lion's den, Haman's gallows, 
the Caesars' murders and deportation in the destruction of Jerusalem — in spite of Hitler's fury 
and Mussolini's hatred.

“At the end of this age, Satan will once more revive his Babylonian program, and under the 
[his] direction of the two beasts of Revelation 13, will set up a world kingdom, will seek to 
force a world religion upon men in the setting up of the image in Revelation 13, and will once 
more attempt to destroy God's ancient Israel, only to come to the same end as did Nimrod, 
Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar and all the rest of the puppets in the line of Satan's succession.”

These evil men were all “types” of the Antichrist, but not the Antichrist.  The Antichrist will be 
a human man controlled by Satan and at some point actually possessed by Satan.  Revelation 
12:9 says, “And the red dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan.” 
Pharaoh was associated with Satan in Ezekiel 29:3, which reads, “...I am against thee, Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst of the rivers.”  Nebuchadnezzar is also 
associated with Satan in Jeremiah 51:34, which says, “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 
hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty vessel, he hath swallowed 
me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me out.”  And in 
Revelation 12:3, we see that the Roman Empire is also called a dragon: “And there appeared 
another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads.”  
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Nebuchadnezzar's golden image is also a type.  It foreshadows the “abomination of desolation” 
mentioned in Daniel 9, and mentioned by our Lord in Matthew 4:15.  This was enacted by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, and will be enacted again by the Antichrist during the Tribulation 
(Revelation 13:14, 15).

Semiramis, Queen of Babylon (of Heaven)

The information below is taken from an article by Harry Ironside, found online.  Much of the 
information seems to have come from Alexander Hislop's book, The Two Babylons.

Nimrod was a grandson of Ham, the son of Noah.  The wife of Nimrod was Semiramis the 
First.  She is reputed to have been the founder of the Babylonian mysteries and the first high-
priestess of idolatry.  Babylon was the source of idolatry and of every heathen and pagan 
system in the world.  Semiramis gave birth to a son whom she declared had been miraculously 
conceived.  This son was Tammuz, whose worship Ezekiel protested against in the days of the 
captivity.  “Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which was toward 
the north; and, behold there sat women weeping for Tammuz.”  Ezekiel 8:14.  That was the 
introduction of the mother-son cult, a form of idolatry that is older than any other known to 
man.  The rites of this worship were secret: only the initiated were permitted to know its 
mysteries.  It was Satan's attempt to deceive mankind with an imitation of the truth of God, and 
so similar to it that they would not know the true Son of God when He came in due time.

From Babylon, this mystery religion spread to all the surrounding nations.  Everywhere the 
symbols were the same, and everywhere the cult of the mother and the child became the 
popular system.  The image of the queen of heaven with the babe in her arms was seen 
everywhere, though the names would be different.  Within 1,000 years, Babylonianism had 
become the religion of the world, which had rejected the Divine revelation.

Many lesser mysteries connected with the central mystery developed, and the hidden meanings 
of these were known only to the initiates, although they were practiced by all the people.  These 
practices and doctrines are extensively explained in Alexander Hislop's book, The Two 
Babylons:

• Doctrines of purgatorial purification after death.

• Salvation by countless sacraments (such as priestly absolution).

• Sprinkling with holy water.

• Offering round cakes to the queen of heaven. (Jeremiah 7:18 and 44:19)

• Dedication of virgins to the gods (which was literally sanctified prostitution).

• Weeping for Tammuz for a period of 40 days prior to the great festival of Ishtar. 
Semiramus was worshiped as the goddess Ishtar.  It was taught that her son Tammuz was 
slain by a wild boar and afterward brought back to life.
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• The egg was sacred, depicting the resurrection of Tammuz.

• The evergreen tree was also sacred, and set up in honor of Tammuz's birth at the winter 
solstice.

• A boar's head was eaten during the winter solstice in memory of Tammuz's conflict.

• The sign of the cross was sacred to Tammuz, the “T” being the first letter of his name.

• Easter was the festival in honor of Ishtar, a name for Semiramis.

• Hot cross buns came from “bouns” served to the queen of heaven, Semiramis, the 
“cross” being the letter “T” for Tammuz.

Abraham was separated from this mystery-religion when God called him out of Ur of the 
Chaldees.  Under Jezebel, wife of King Ahab, this mystery religion was grafted onto what was 
left of the religion of Israel in the northern kingdom and was the cause of their going into 
captivity.  Judah, too, was polluted by it, for Baal-worship was only the Canaanitish form of 
Babylonianism.  Because of it, Judah, too, was taken into captivity during Daniel's time.

When Christ came into the world, “the mystery of iniquity” was everywhere.  “For the mystery 
of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way.” 
-- 2 Thess. 2:7.  Although Babylon as a city was no longer in existence as it once had been, her 
mysteries had not died with her.  When the city of Babylon and her temples were destroyed, the 
high-priest and a group of initiates fled to Pergamos, where the symbol of the serpent was set 
up as the emblem of the hidden wisdom.  From there they crossed the sea and immigrated to 
Italy, where they settled on the Etruscan plain.

There the ancient cult was propagated under the name of the Etruscan Mysteries, and 
eventually Rome became the headquarters of  Babylonianism.  The chief priests wore mitres 
like the head of a fish, in honor of Dagon, the fish-god, the Lord of life, which was another 
form of the Tammuz mystery.  The chief priest, when established in Rome, took the title of 
Pontifex Maximus, and this title was printed on his mitre.  When Julius Caesar became the head 
of Rome, he was elected Pontifex Maximus.  Since then, this title was held by all the Roman 
emperors until Constantine, who was both the head of the church and the high priest to the 
heathen.  Afterward, this title was given to all the bishops of Rome, and the present day popes 
still use this title. 


