
Daniel Lesson Four – The Interpretation of the Dream

“Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have 
found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the 
interpretation.  The king answered and said, Art thou able to make known unto me the 
dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?  Daniel answered in the 
presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise 
men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;  But there is a 
God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 
what shall be in the latter days.  Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are 
these;  As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should 
come to pass hereafter:  and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall  
come to pass.  But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have 
more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the 
king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.”  Daniel 2: 25-30

In verse 25, Arioch says to the king, “I have found a man...”  It appears that Arioch wants to appear to 
the king as if, he had been hunting for a man which could interpret the king's dream.  Of course, Daniel 
had already appeared before the king telling the king that he could give him the dream and 
interpretation, if the king would allow him time.  Daniel reminded the king that none of his wise men, 
astrologers, magicians or soothsayers were able to interpret his dream. Then Daniel said, “But there is 
a God in heaven that revealeth secrets.”  Daniel did not claim that he was a special person with 
greater wisdom then other people.  It was just that this God in heaven wanted the king to know “what 
shall be in the latter days,” (verse 28) “what should  come to pass hereafter,” (verse 29) and “what shall 
come to pass” (verse 29).  

The dream that Nebuchadnezzar had, then, was a prophecy to tell Nebuchadnezzar what should happen 
to him and his empire and the empires that would follow his.  Only the God in heaven was able to 
reveal this.  Daniel was not writing about things which had already happened, as the critics say, but 
about events that were future to Daniel.  The dream was a picture of the entire scope of the “times of 
the Gentiles,” from the time of Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel's captivity in Babylon until Jesus Christ 
comes to set up His millennial kingdom in the “latter days.”  The “times of the Gentiles” began when 
God transferred earthly rule from the kings of Israel to the Gentile king Nebuchadnezzar, and they will 
continue until Israel again becomes the “Head of the Nations.”  This was predicted by Hosea in chapter 
three and verses four and five of his book.  “The children of Israel shall abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and 
without teraphim; afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David 
their king; and shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days.”

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image.  This great image, whose brightness 
was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.  This image's head 
was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His  
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legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.  Thou sawest till that a stone was cut  
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and  clay, and 
brake them to pieces.  Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold 
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and 
the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them and the stone that smote 
the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.”  Daniel 2:31-35

Daniel described to Nebuchadnezzar the dream which he had, and it seems as if Nebuchadnezzar 
recognized that it was, indeed, his very dream.  Now Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation or 
meaning of his dream.

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory.  And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of  
the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.  And after thee shall arise another 
kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom, of brass, which shall bear rule over 
all the earth.  And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breakth 
in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in 
pieces and bruise.  And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and 
part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.”  Daniel 2: 37-43.

The dream tells of four kingdoms:  the present kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar and three to follow his 
kingdom.  Jeremiah prophesied about the nations serving Nebuchadnezzar, and even the beasts of the 
field did God give to serve Nebuchadnezzar.  “For thus said the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; I have 
put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also.”  Jeremiah 28:14. 
It is wonderful to see how the scriptures, written by different men and in different time periods are in 
agreement with each other.

The First Kingdom – The Kingdom of Gold
“Thou (Nebuchadnezzar) art this head of gold.”

Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that the “head of gold” represented Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom. 
The kingdom of Babylonia under Nebuchadnezzar was an autocracy.  Nebuchadnezzar was the 
supreme ruler.  His word was law.  Gold was a good representation of Babylonia for several reasons.

1. Gold was used extensively in the buildings, images and shrines in Babylonia.

2. Marduk, the chief god of Babylon, was the god of gold. 

3. In Isaiah's prophecy in Isaiah 14:4, he refers to Babylon as “the golden city.”

4. In Jeremiah 51:7, Babylon is referred to as “a golden cup in the Lord's hand.”

5. Babylon was a city of wealth and extravagance.

The Second Kingdom – The Kingdom of Silver

“And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee...”  Daniel 2:39a
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The empire that replaced the Babylonian Empire was the Medo-Persian Empire.  This happened in 539 
B.C.  It is identified in 2 Chronicles 36:20 -- “And them that had escaped from the sword carried he 
away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of 
Persia.”  And in Daniel 8:20, referring to a vision of Daniel, the empire is identified again: “The ram 
which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.” This take-over by Medo-
Persia occurred during Daniel's lifetime and we will read of it in the Book of Daniel.  It was not inferior 
to the Babylonian Empire in terms of military strength or in size.  It did not, however, possess the 
wealth and opulence of Babylon.

The silver section of the statue included the arms and chest.  The left arm represented Media, the 
weaker part and the right arm represented Persia, the stronger.   Silver signified money, according to 
Renald Showers.  Medo-Persia was noted for basing its power on money, which was collected through 
an extensive tax system.  The Medo-Persian Empire was the result of two nations merging into one, 
which is represented by the two arms connected by the chest.  It was one realm governed by laws.  It 
was not an autocracy as was Babylon, but an oligarchy, ruled by a few.  Daniel 6: 8 shows how King 
Darius was limited in his power “according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.”

Isaiah prophesied about Cyrus, King of Persia, 175 years earlier.   “That saith of Cyrus, He is my 
shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure:  even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” Isaiah 44:28  and “Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to 
open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;”  - Isaiah 45:1.  Just as 
Nebuchadnezzar was divinely chosen by God to take Judah captive and rule over them, so was Cyrus 
chosen to be God's shepherd to enable the release of the Jews for the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

The Third Kingdom – The Kingdom of Bronze
“and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bare rule over all the earth”

The third kingdom is identified in Daniel 8:21.  “And the rough goat is the king of Grecia:  and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.”  Greece conquered Persia in 331 B.C.  The bronze 
section of the statue was made up of the belly and thighs.  Clarence Larkin says that it should read 
“thigh parts” because it was made up of the abdomen and buttocks (thigh parts), before it split into two 
legs.  The Grecian kingdom was made up of Greece and Macedonia.  Alexander the Great is the king 
that was represented by the great horn between the eyes of the first king.  Alexander was a swift and 
powerful conquerer, but he lived as ruler for only eight years.   After his death,  the empire was divided 
into four parts among his four generals.  Frederick Tatford wrote, “In view of the Homeric title, 'the 
brazen-mailed Greeks,' brass is not an altogther inappropriate symbol of this empire.”   Renald Showers 
says that the Greeks developed this metal highly and used it extensively in their implements of war.

The Fourth Kingdom – The Kingdom of Iron
“And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron”

The fourth kingdom is not identified by Daniel.  The distinctive feature of the fourth empire is strength. 
It was a destructive strength that ruthlessly “braketh in pieces and subdueth all things.”  Most Bible 
scholars of the premillennial view identify this empire as the Roman Empire which was the next great 
empire following the Grecian Empire in 146 B.C.  This was represented on the statue by the legs of 
iron.    The Roman Empire was in power during the life of our Lord Jesus Christ and for almost 500 
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years after His death.  Roman rule was imperialistic, meaning one country ruling over other countries.

Lehman Strauss in his book, The Prophecies of Daniel, quotes Pember who wrote:  “In the days of 
Augustus the Roman Empire extended from the Atlantic in the West to the Euphrates in the East; from 
the Rhine, the Danube, and the Black Sea in the North, to the deserts of Africa and Arabia in the South. 
In the reign of Domitian, Britain was added; while Emperor Trajan acquired the vast tract of Dacia, and 
organized as provinces Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria.  In the reign of Diocletian, Persia was 
forced to a formal surrender of Mesopotamia, together with five provinces  beyond the Tigris.  Such 
was the extent of Rome in her first or iron development.”

The two legs of the statue represent that the Roman Empire would be divided into eastern and western 
empires, which did occur in 364 A.D.  The legs take up in length half of the statue, so the Roman 
Empire was to last longer than the others.  Iron was a good metal to represent Rome because iron was 
stronger than gold, silver and bronze.  Rome would crush and shatter the ancient world because of her 
great military strength.

The Revived Roman Empire – Potter's Clay and Iron
“the feet and toes, part of potter's clay and part of iron”

“The feet of the image represent the last form of Gentile power.  There are two feet, indicating there 
will be two great divisions or parts in this kingdom.  There are ten toes which we shall see represent ten 
kings of ten nations, five on each foot.  It all adds up to this:  In the end time, just before the Lord Jesus 
returns, there will be a federation of nations (a Big Ten) consisting of two groups of five nations each 
(two Big Fives).  It will be the last great world federation of nations, loosely held together by ties of 
common danger and fear of one another.  The toes are mixed iron and clay – the iron of totalitarianism, 
and the clay of socialistic democracy.  They can never blend, just as the ideologies of totalitarianism 
today and the ideologies of democracy today will never blend.  They may mix, but they will never 
really unite.” - Dr. DeHaan in Prophecies of Daniel.

For years, Bible scholars have believed that this federation of ten nations would be the European 
Common Market as it was then called.  Today the European Union includes 27 nations, so Bible 
scholars are trying to figure this out.  Some say that because ten nations have a separate status as full 
members, they will be the ten nations.  These nations are Belgium, France with 87 seats, Italy with 87 
seats, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Denmark, Germany with 99 seats, England with 87 seats, Portugal, 
and Spain.  Others say that the entire world is being divided into ten super nations or regions:  1.  North 
America, 2.  Western Europe, 3. Japan, 4. Australia, 5. Eastern Europe, including Russia, 6. Latin 
America, 7. North Africa and the Middle East, 8. Tropical Africa, 9. South and Southeast Asia, and 10. 
China.

We have seen that beginning at the top of the statue and moving downward, each succeeding empire 
was inferior in some way to the one preceding it.  This was represented by each metal followed by a 
less valuable metal.  Each succeeding metal also has a lower specific gravity.  Gold has a specific 
gravity of 19.5, silver of 10.47, brass of 8, cast-iron of 5, and clay of 1.93.  This results in a top-heavy 
statue and indicates that this metallic man degenerates in character from head to foot.  Each succeeding 
empire represented had a weaker form of government than the one preceding it.  It has gone from an 
autocracy, with one man in total control,  the empire being a single unit to a oligarchy, ruled by a few, 
the empire being a dual empire made up of Media and Persia, to an empire becoming a quadruple 
empire divided into four divisions under Alexander's generals, to an imperialistic empire, which in its 
final form would be made up of ten parts.
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Harry Ironside brought out an interesting point in his book, Daniel the Prophet, when he wrote, “At the 
time that Nebuchadnezzar dreamed his dream, the Persian kingdom did not exist.  Persia was but a 
Babylonian satrapy.  A Grecian empire might have seemed an utter impossibility.  The Hellenic states 
were a lot of warring tribes and kingdoms, giving little promise of their future greatness.  The city of 
Rome was just being founded — an insignificant little village on the banks of the Tiber.  How did 
Daniel portray with such accuracy the future history of all these powers if unaided by the Holy Spirit of 
God?”

The Final Kingdom – The Kingdom of Stone

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall  
never be destroyed:  and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Forasmuch, as thou 
sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter:  and the dream is certain, and the 
interpretation thereof sure.”  Daniel 2:44-45.

In the days of these last kings of the ten king federation, God will set up His kingdom on earth.  It will 
not be “left to other people.”  This kingdom, depicted in verse 34 as a “stone was cut without hands,” 
proceeded immediately to “smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to 
pieces.”   This pictures Jesus Christ at His second coming when Revelation 19:11 will be fulfilled: 
“And I saw heaven opened and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” And on to verse 15:  “And out of his mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule with a rod of iron:  and 
he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”

Jesus Christ is portrayed as a stone in various other places in scripture.

Psalm 118:11 - “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.”

Isaiah 8:14 - “And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offense to 
both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”

Isaiah 28:16 - “Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation:  he that believeth shall not make haste.”

Matthew 21:42-44 - “Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner:  this is the Lord's doing, and it is  
marvelous in our eyes?  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing  forth the fruits thereof.  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken:  but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.”

Romans 9:33 - “As it is written, Behold I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offense:  and 
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”

Ephesians 2:20 - “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself  
being the chief corner stone.”

1 Peter 2:4 - “To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God,  
and precious..”
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1 Peter 2:6-8 – “Wherewith also it is contained in the scriptures, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  Unto you therefore which 
believe, he is precious; but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,  
the same is made the head of the corner.  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them 
which stumble at the word, being disobedient; whereunto also they were appointed.”

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces together,  
and became like chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away,  
that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image became a great  
mountain, and filled the whole earth.”  Daniel 2: 35

The stone represents Jesus Christ, and the great mountain that filled the whole earth represents the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ during the millennium.  In verse 44, it says, “shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”

Nebuchadnezzar Worshiped Daniel

After hearing Daniel tell him his dream and the interpretation of it, Nebuchadnezzar fell at the feet of 
Daniel and worshiped him.  He ordered that an oblation and sweet odors be offered unto Daniel.  We 
are not told how Daniel responded to this act of worship.  Nebuchadnezzar could have been very 
displeased to hear that his kingdom in the future would be overtaken by other kingdoms.  He could have 
disbelieved and taken Daniel's life for a prophecy that was so unpleasing

The king told Daniel that it was true that Daniel's God is a God of Gods, and a Lord of Kings, and a 
revealer of secrets, because Daniel was able to reveal this to the king.  Clarence Larkin said that 
Nebuchadnezzar was recognizing the Trinity by this statement.  He called the Father, the God of Gods, 
and the Son, the Lord of Kings, and the Holy Spirit, the Revealer of Secrets.  Although Nebuchadnezzar 
recognized Daniel's God was a God of Gods, he did not seem to recognize that He was the only God, 
just the most important one.

Daniel was highly rewarded by Nebuchadnezzar as a result of his ability to reveal to him his dream. 
“Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.”  But Daniel 
did not forget his friends.  “Then Daniel requested of the king, and he sat Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.”

In ancient times, the important decisions of government were made in the gates of the city where the 
council was held.  So Daniel was given a position of high esteem and power.  His friends were given 
lesser positions.  Daniel was also the overseer of all the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, or wise men 
of all Babylon.


