
Lesson 2 – The Conquest of Jerusalem

Biblical Historical Background to Daniel

Daniel 1:1,2

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon unto Jerusalem and besieged it.

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the 
house of God:  which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he 
brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.”

This was prophesied many years earlier by Isaiah.  We read of it in both 2 Kings and in 
the book of Isaiah.  King Hezekiah at the age of 25, began reigning in Judah in 726 B.C. 
according to Ussher.  “And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord,” (2 Kings 
18:3).  “He removed the high places.”  “He trusted in the Lord God of Israel.”  Some 
years later, Hezekiah became “sick unto death.”  Hezekiah prayed to God and God 
granted him an additional fifteen years of life. (2 Kings 20:6)

2 Kings 20:12-18 “At that time Berodach-Baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah:  For he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 
(13) And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of his precious 
things, the silver and the gold, and the spices and the precious ointment, and all the house 
of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures:  there was nothing in his house, nor 
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. (14)  Then came Isaiah the prophet 
unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? And from whence came 
they unto thee?  And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from 
Babylon.  (5) And he said, What have they seen in thine house?  And Hezekiah answered, 
All the things that are in mine house have they seen:  there is nothing among my 
treasures that I have not shewed them. (16) And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the 
word of the Lord. (17) Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in store this day, shall be carried unto Babylon:  nothing 
shall be left, saith the Lord.  (18)  And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 
shalt beget, shall they take away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.”

Please notice in Daniel 1:2, it says that “The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 
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hand.”  God always keeps His word.  It took about 120 years after Isaiah's prophecy before 
God brought it to pass, but He did do just as He said that He would.

It was not just because Hezekiah naively showed the treasures to the king of Babylon that 
Judah was sent into captivity.  It was because of their disobedience and their turning to 
idols to worship them.  After Hezekiah died, his son Manasseh reigned for 55 years.  “And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.”  (2 Kings 21:2)

He built up again the high places.
He reared up altars for Baal.
He made a grove.
He worshiped all the host of heaven and served them.
He built altars in the house of the Lord.
He built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord.
He made his son pass through the fire.
He observed times.
He used enchantments.
He dealt with familiar spirits and wizards.
He set a graven image of the grove in the house of the Lord.

2 Kings 21:11-16

“Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and hath done wickedly 
above all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin 
with his idols.  Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold I am bringing such evil 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it both his ears shall tingle.  And I 
will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab:  and 
I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down.  And I 
will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance and deliver them into the hands of their 
enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies.  Because they have 
done that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their 
fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. Moreover, Manasseh shed innocent 
blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another; beside his sin 
wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.”

Manasseh was succeeded by his son, Amon, who also did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
After his death, he was succeeded by his eight year old son, Josiah, who did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord.  In the eighteenth year of king Josiah, while the house of the 
Lord was being repaired, Hilkiah found the book of the law in the house of the Lord and it 
was read to King Josiah.  Josiah realized that Judah had been sinning and he tore his 
clothes.  He then sent for a prophetess named Huldah.  She said this:

2 Kings 22: 16-20 “Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon 
the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath read: 
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Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled 
against this place, and shall not be quenched.  But to the king of Judah which sent you to 
inquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, As touching 
the words which thou hast heard; Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled 
thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake against the inhabitants thereof, 
that they should become a desolation and a curse, and has rent thy clothes, and wept before 
me; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord.  Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy 
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all 
the evil which I will bring upon this place.  And they brought the king word again.”

Josiah made a covenant to the Lord to walk after the Lord and to keep His commandments. 
He put down the idolatrous priests. He removed from the temple all the vessels made for 
Baal and burned them.  He took the grove out of the house of the Lord.  He took away the 
horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun at the entrance of the house of the Lord. 
He restored the passover. He put away all the workers with familiar spirits, wizards, and 
the images and the idols and all the abominations that were found in the land of Judah.

2 Kings 23:25-27

“And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after 
him arose there any like him.  Notwithstanding the Lord turned not from the fierceness of 
his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the 
provocations that Manasseh had provoked him withal.  And the Lord said, I will remove 
Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem 
which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.”

The Seventy Years

The Lord had told Moses that the land of Israel should keep a sabbath: every seventh year 
should be a sabbath and the land should rest and not be planted.  Leviticus 25:1-7.  The 
Lord said “if you will not hearken to me... I will scatter you among the nations... then shall 
the land enjoy her sabbaths.”  Leviticus 26:14, 33, 34.  Jeremiah prophesied in Jer. 1:11, 12 
that Judah “shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”  Then in Chronicles 36:21, we 
read “To fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed 
her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfill threescore and ten 
years.”  Each year of the captivity fulfilled one year of the missed sabbaths.

Battles of Megiddo and Carchemish

As we continue reading in 2 Kings 23 or in 2 Chronicles 35, we read of Pharaoh-Necho of 
Egypt coming up from Egypt to fight “against the king of Assyria” at Carchemish. 
Carchemish was located on the Euphrates River.  This was in 609 B.C. and is the first 
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event listed on the chronology of relevant dates.  Josiah intervened and fought against 
Necho on the plain of Megiddo while Necho and his army passed through the land. Josiah 
was killed in this battle.

Following this battle, Judah became a vassal alternately between Egypt and Babylonia. 1 
Chronicles 3:15 says:    “And the sons of Josiah were, the firstborn Johanan, the second 
Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum.”  The oldest son seems to have died. 
After Josiah's death, “the people of the land” took not the oldest of the remaining sons, but 
the youngest, Shallum, called Jehoahaz at the time of his ascension to the throne, to be 
king.  He did evil in the sight of the Lord and he reigned only three months.

Meantime, Necho  after the Battle of Megiddo, continued on his march north towards 
Syria.  At Riblah in the land of Hamath, Necho put Judah under tribute of a hundred talents 
of silver ($528,000) and a talent of gold ($192,000).  He took Jehoahaz as prisoner and set 
up his brother, Jehoiakim, as king of Judah.  He took Jehoahaz to Egypt with him, where 
he died.  Necho did not continue his march to Syria at that time.

The Battle at Carchemish did not take place until several years later on a second expedition 
of Necho to Syria.  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, soundly defeated Necho. 2 Kings 
24:7 “And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for the king of 
Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the 
king of Egypt.”  This is the third event on your chronology of relevant dates and is where 
we arrive at Daniel 1:1.

Nebuchadnezzar conquers Egypt and Judah

Nebuchadnezzar pursued Pharaoah-Necho to Egypt, and having completely conquered 
Egypt, he marched against Jerusalem, and in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim (B.C. 
605) he beseiged it.  King Jehoiakim was bound in fetters to be taken to Babylon (2 Chron. 
36:6), when Nebuchadnezzar heard of the death of his father, Nabopolassar.  He released 
Jehoiakim and restored him to his throne and hurried back home to Babylon to claim his 
father's throne.  Renald Showers gives a date of August 15 or 16 for the death of his father, 
and September 6 or 7, 605 B.C. as the date of his arrival back in Babylon.  But before 
leaving Jerusalem he first plundered the Temple in Jerusalem and took some of its golden 
vessels back with him.  He ordered Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to select from 
among the princes of royal and noble blood the most handsome and intelligent and bring 
them back to Babylon that they might be taught the language and learning of the 
Chaldeans.

In 598 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar returned to Jerusalem a second time and besieged it.  This 
time he took away Jehoichin, then king of Judah, following death of Jehoiakim, and he 
carried away “all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's 
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in 
the temple of the Lord as the Lord had said.” (2 Kings 24:13)  He also took captive all the 
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princes, the mighty men of valor, the craftsmen and smiths, ten thousand in all.

In 587 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem again and destroyed the city by 
burning the Temple and the king's palace and all the houses.  The army pursued the king 
and put out his eyes and carried him to Babylon.  Zedekiah was the last king of Judah. 
Captives were taken on each of the three assaults on Jerusalem.

Gods of Babylonia

When Nebuchadnezar returned with the vessels from the Temple, he placed them in the 
“treasure house of his god.”  The main god of Babylonia, among many, many gods, was 
Marduk.  His name literally means “bull calf of the sun.”  Another form of his name is 
Merodach.  He was often referred to as Bel.  Bel is actually a title rather than a name.  It 
means “lord.”  So it was into the house of Marduk, that Nebuchadnezzar placed the holy 
vessels from the house of the Lord.  This may have symbolized to Nebuchadnezzar that 
Marduk was superior to Jehovah.

Nebuchadnezzar's name used the name of another Babylonian god, Nebo, Nebu, or Nabo. 
Nebo was the son of Marduk.

The names of the Hebrew youth that were taken captive in the first deportation had names 
associated with the God of the Bible.

Daniel means “God is my judge.”
Hananiah means “Beloved of the Lord” or “God is gracious.”
Mishael means “Who is as God?” or “Who is as God is?”
Azariah means “The Lord is my help.”

We see in Daniel 1:7 that the prince of the eunuchs changed each of their names to names 
associated with Babylonian gods.

Daniel became Belteshazzar,  “Bel's prince” or “Bel's treasurer” or “the depository 
of Bel's secret things”.

Hananiah became Shadrach, “Illumined by the sun-god”, or “the inspiration of 
Rach” or the sun.

Mishael became Meshach. “Who is as Venus?” or “Devotee of Shach (or Venus)”.
Azariah became Abed-nego.  “The servant of Nego,” a corruption of  “the servant of 

Nebo”.

In Isaiah 46:1 we see two of these gods in the same verse.”Bel boweth down, Nebo 
stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle:  our carriages were heavy 
loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast.”

The Chaldeans

In verse four of chapter one in Daniel, it speaks of the “learning of the Chaldeans.”  At that 
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time the Chaldeans were the elite of Babylonian society.    They originally inhabited the 
south-east of the country.  Their power increased until they seized control of Babylon 
under their king Merodach-baladan.  A century later Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar's 
father, was their emperor and the Chaldeans were the ruling class.

The Chaldeans were the priests of the great temple of Bel-Merodach.  In Daniel the use of 
the word Chaldeans did not refer to the ruling class as a whole but to the smaller caste of 
priests or wise men.  The priests devoted themselves to the study of philosophy and 
astronomy and to the practice of magic, divination and astrology.

According to Pinches in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, the learning of the 
Chaldeans comprised of astronomy, astrology, mathematics, natural history, agriculture, 
architecture, as well as the old languages of Babylonia.

It does not seem likely that Daniel and his friends absorbed the teachings of magic, 
superstitions and astrology.  They were well taught concerning Jehovah and as we shall see 
they remained faithful to him in all of their trying circumstances.

The King's Provisions

The king ordered that the youths were to be fed the same food and wine that was served to 
the king himself.  This was to continue for the three years that they were being tutored in 
the Chaldean school.  Daniel was determined that he would not defile himself with the 
king's meat.  The word translated meat or delicacies or dainties is the Hebrew word 
pathbag which is derived from the Persian word patibaga.  It is commonly used for choice 
foods.  The Persian word means “offering” or “tribute” so it contains the idea that the food 
was given as an offering to the gods before being placed upon the king's table.  This would 
explain why Daniel and his friends refused to partake of it.  Some of the food offered to 
them may also have been food which was forbidden by God such as pork and shellfish. 

They may have rationalized and thought, “Well, we don't have any choice.  We may be 
killed if we refuse or maybe the prince of the eunuchs may be killed, if we refuse to eat.”

Instead, they boldly asked the prince of eunuchs if they may take a test and see if they look 
healthy by eating only vegetables and water.  The vegetables would have included beans, 
peas, lentils, grains, vegetable oils, spices and any other available vegetable such as onions, 
leeks, and garlic.

Of course, we see that at the end of the ten days, they looked better and fatter than those 
who did eat of the king's meat.  When they appeared before the king at the end of the time 
period, they outshone all of the magicians and astrologers in matters of wisdom and 
understanding.  By being true to their God, they were healthier and wiser, and there was no 
cause for them to be punished.


