
Lesson 1 - Introduction to the Book of Daniel

The Book of Daniel was written about 533 B.C. by a man named Daniel.  Daniel was a youth of 
probably no older than 20 years of age when we first read of him in chapter one.  The book 
covers a period of 73 years or so, making Daniel a man in his nineties at the close of the book. 
Daniel was an exceptional character, of noble birth with higher than average intelligence, 
physically superior and handsome in appearance.  In addition to all that, Daniel was a man of 
very high integrity.  Most of all, he was beloved of God.

Dan 9:23
At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew 
thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.
KJV

Critics  of the Book of Daniel
No book of the Bible has been criticized more severely than the book of Daniel, because no other 
book promotes so effectively the view that there is a God who is sovereign over the affairs of 
men and nations.  Many of the prophecies made in this book have already been fulfilled 
accurately.  Prophecy is history written in advance.  

Beginning in the third century, this book has been in the “critic's den.”  Porphyry claimed that 
instead of being written about 533 B.C. by Daniel, it was written about 168 B.C. in the time of 
the Maccabees.  Because Daniel prophesied so clearly about Antiochus Epiphanes, who died in 
165 B.C., it had to have been written later than his appearance in history.  Some doubt that a 
person named Daniel ever even lived and this book was written by a pious, holy Jew after 
Antiochus Epiphanes, but the book is pure fiction.  How a Jew could be pious and holy and still 
try to deceive by writing a fictitious book and present it as true, is unanswered. Critics say that 
the author of Daniel gave himself literary license to write about events in the past as though they 
were future to inspire his people to greater faith and confidence in God.

Some critics say that because the book was written in two different languages, it must have been 
written by two different authors.  Chapter one through verse three of chapter two and also 
chapters eight through twelve were written in Aramaic.  Aramaic is the ancient language of Syria 
and is identical to Chaldean, the language of ancient Babylon.  It was the language of trade and 
international communication. Beginning at the fourth verse of chapter two and continuing 
through chapter seven, Daniel is written in Hebrew.  There is no difficulty in understanding that 
Daniel would know both languages.  Of course, he would know Hebrew because he was a 
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Hebrew, with Hebrew parents and from a nation that spoke Hebrew.  It is also easy to understand that 
he would know Aramaic because in verse four of chapter one it says that he was brought “to stand in 
the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.”  They also 
say that because the book contains a few Greek words, it could not have been written by a Jew in 
Babylon as early as it claims.  There were Greek colonies on the coast of Palestine in the time of 
Hezekiah, a century before Daniel was born.  So it is not unlikely that a few Greek words would have 
crept into usage by the Jews.

The Times of the Gentiles
The book of Daniel concerns both Daniel's people, the Jews, and the Gentile people.  Those parts 
written in Aramaic concern the Gentile Empires and those parts written in Hebrew concern the Jews. 
The book of Daniel in its entirety concerns the “times of the Gentiles.”  In Luke chapter 21, Jesus is 
telling his apostles about the things which will happen during the tribulation.

Luke 21:21-24
“Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it 
depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter there into.  For these be the days of 
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.  But woe unto them that are with child, 
and to them that give suck, in those days!  For there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people.   And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations; 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

The “times of the Gentiles” began at the beginning of  the book of Daniel when King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon conquered Jerusalem and took captives with him back to Babylon.  Israel and Jerusalem has 
been “trodden down of the Gentiles” ever since that time.  Even though Israel became a nation in 1948, 
Israel is not in possession of the entire land which God promised to them.  Jerusalem has not been 
accepted as their capital by the nations of the world.  Jews do not have access to the temple mount 
where their temple once stood.  They are under constant attack from their Arab neighbors.  The “times 
of the Gentiles” will continue until their Messiah returns and sets up His millennial kingdom.

Do not confuse “Times of the Gentiles” with the “fulness of the Gentiles.”  Romans 11:25 “For I would 
not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in.”  This is 
referring to the complete number of Gentiles having become a part of the body of Christ by having 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ during this, the church age.

Authentication of Daniel 
Ezekiel mentions Daniel three times in his book.  Ezekiel wrote his book while he, too, was a captive in 
Babylon.  He includes Daniel with Noah and Job as men of righteousness.  Ezekiel 14:14, 20.  In 
Ezekiel 28:3, he refers to the wisdom of Daniel and as one who reveals secrets.

The greatest authentication comes from our Lord Jesus Himself in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14. 
where Jesus calls Daniel a prophet.  If you doubt Daniel, you also have to doubt Jesus.

Organization of the Book of Daniel
There are twelve chapters in the book of Daniel.  The first six chapters are history, things which 
happened in Daniel's lifetime.  The second six chapters are prophecy, things which happened after the 
time of Daniel or are still to happen.  The first six chapters contain the personal history of Daniel, his 
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experience in the lion's den, and also the history of the other three Hebrew youths taken captive with 
Daniel and their experience in the fiery furnace.  The last six chapters tell of a series of visions that 
Daniel experienced while in Babylon.

The book of Daniel is primarily a book of prophecy.  Even though the first half is history, we will see 
that these historical events are also pictures or types of people, nations or events in the future which 
make them prophetical, as well.

To better understand the book, it is good to have an outline of Daniel.  There is an interesting structure 
of the book which we can see readily from the outline made by E.W. Bullinger of the Companion 
Bible.  I have also included the outline made by Sir Robert Anderson in The Coming Prince.

The Structure of the Book of Daniel as a Whole
`(Introversion.)

A | 1:1-21. THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH.  Historical, events connected with its beginning.
B | 2:1-49. THE DREAM OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR. The beginning and duration of gentile 

dominion.
C | 3:1-30. DANIEL'S COMPANIONS. the "fiery furnace".  Angelic deliverance.

D | 4:1-37. THE FIRST KING OF BABYLON. Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the "great tree", 
revealing his temporary deposition.

D | 5:l-37. THE LAST KING OF BABYLON. Belshazzar's vision of the "hand", revealing 
his final doom.

C | 6:1-28. DANIEL HIMSELF. the "den of lions". Angelic deliverance.
B | 7:1-8, 27. THE DREAM AND VISION OF DANIEL. The end of gentile dominion.

A | 9:1—12.13. THE DESOLATIONS OF JERUSALEM. Prophetic announcements connected with 
their end.

The above was taken  from The Companion Bible by Bullinger. 

Outline of Daniel by Sir Robert Anderson
Chapter 1.  The capture of Jerusalem.  The captivity of Daniel and his three companions, and their 

fortunes in Babylon.  606 B.C.
Chapter 2.  Nebuchadnezzar's dream of The Great Image.  605 B.C.
Chapter 3.  Nebuchadnezzar's golden image set up for all his subjects to worship.  Daniel's three 

companions cast into the fiery furnace.
Chapter 4.  Nebuchadnezzar's dream about his own insanity, and Daniel's interpretation of it.  Its 

fulfillment.
Chapter 5.  Belshazzar's feast.  Babylon taken by Darius the Mede. 538 B.C.
Chapter 6.  Daniel is promoted by Darius; refuses to worship him, and is cast into a den of lions.  His 

deliverance and subsequent prosperity.  537 B.C.
Chapter 7.  Daniel's vision of the Four Beasts.  541 B.C.
Chapter 8.  Daniel's vision of the Ram and the Goat.  539 B.C.
Chapter 9.  Daniel's prayer, the prophecy of the 70 weeks.  538 B.C.
Chapters 10-12  Daniel's Last Vision.  534 B.C.
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The Hebrew Canon

Even though Daniel is a prophetical book, it was not placed in the Hebrew Canon with the other 
prophetical books.  Daniel did not hold the position or title of Prophet.  He was a statesman.  His 
prophecies were not given to the people as a stern admonition to change their ways, but simply as a 
view to God's future plans for the nation of Israel and the Gentile nations around her.

The Hebrew Canon is in three divisions.  The first is The Law or the Torah.  The next is The Prophets 
or Nebhiim and the third division is The Writings or the Hagiographa.

Law Prophets Prophets Writings
Genesis Former Prophets: Nahum Poetical Books:
Exodus Joshua Habakkuk Job
Leviticus Judges Zephaniah Psalms
Numbers Samuel Haggai Proverbs
Deuteronomy Kings Zechariah The Rolls:

Latter Prophets: Malachi Ruth
Isaiah Esther
Jeremiah Ecclesiastes
Ezekiel Song of Solomon
Hosea Lamentations
Joel Historical Books:
Amos Chronicles
Obadiah Ezra
Jonah Nehemiah
Micah Daniel

In Daniel's book, he reveals Jehovah as the “God of Heaven.”  In chapter two, God is referred to as “the 
God of heaven” five times.  In verses 18, 19, 28, 37, and 44.  Also in the second chapter, He is called 
“the great God” (verse 45) and in verse 47, “the God of Gods.”  In chapter 4, verse 37, He is called “the 
King of Gods.”

Another phrase that Daniel used repeatedly is “the most High.”  

The whole point of these two phrases:  “God of Heaven” and “the Most High” is that the God of the 
Bible is sovereign.  He reigns over the affairs of men and nations.

Daniel 2:37
“Thou, O king, are a king of kings; for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory.”
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Daniel 2:20,21
“Daniel answered and said, 'Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever:  for wisdom and might are 
His:  And He changeth the times and the seasons:  he removeth kings, and setteth up kings:  he giveth 
wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding.”

Daniel 4:17
“This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones; to the 
intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever He will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.”

Another interesting thing in the Book of Daniel is the phrase “He touched me.”  Daniel was a man 
touched of God.

Daniel 8:18  He touched Daniel to make him see.
Daniel 9:21-22  He touched Daniel to give  him skill.
Daniel 10:10-11 He touched Daniel to make him stand.
Daniel 10:16  He touched Daniel to make him speak.
Daniel 10:18  He touched Daniel to make him strong.

The touch of God was upon Daniel because of his trust and confidence in God.  Daniel 6:23 “no 
manner of hut was found upon him, because he believed in His God.”

A Paragraph by E. L. Langston of England
in The Prophetic News and Israel's Watchman  (January 1959)

“The book of Daniel should be the textbook of every modern politician.  If I had my way I should 
compel, not only every Christian, but the prime minister, members of the cabinet, ambassadors, the 
consular service, and all diplomats to study it.  It is a panorama of the main political events at the end 
of  'the times of the Gentiles,'  Its predictions concern Europe, Rome, Syria, Egypt, Palestine, and the 
Jews, the certain grouping of nations and individuals that will be prevalent just prior to the advent of 
the Messiah.  The predictions concern labor and capital, the growth of infidelity and modernistic 
tendencies.  We shall see the idea of a king of Syria or Assyria and a king of Egypt, and the United 
Nations organization which are not new, but predicted 2,500 years ago, and being fulfilled before our 
very eyes.  Do we realize that at least half of the prophecies foreshadowed in this book have literally  
come to pass, just as specified 2,500 years ago?  Therefore, surely we are to expect the remaining 
prophecies to be just as literally and minutely fulfilled.”


