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Searching for Truth

Philosophers, scientists, and religious leaders are all seekers of truth, but they don't agree 
with one another.  There can only be one truth, so it is obvious that most are wrong, or 
that their findings are incomplete.  So how can we find truth?  We describe here three 
basic steps in the search for truth:

1. Discovering God by considering His creation
2. Discovering God's message to mankind, the Bible
3. Understanding how to understand the Bible

1. The Witness of Creation 

Finding truth begins when we see the creation and realize that there is a Creator, who is 
evidently very intelligent and powerful.  And the Creator made consistent laws by which 
the creation operates; we call them the laws of physics.  

For example, when the scientist Isaac Newton discovered the law of gravity whereby a 
heavy object is pulled toward the earth (a bigger heavy object), he thought that because 
the laws are consistent, then the same law of gravity ought to explain how planets are 
pulled toward the sun.  Thus he helped science discover how and why the planets move 
the way that they do.

It also is evident that our Creator can make laws about what is right and wrong for human 
behavior.  But we are not machines; this is about what pleases God and what displeases 
Him.  But ever since the first man and woman chose to disobey God, all of mankind have 
an inate (born) desire to do things their own way.  Thus we are naturally enemies of God. 
I think that the reason why some people call themselves atheists or agnostics is that they 
hate the idea of being responsible or accountible to a Deity.

But although the Creation suggests some things about the character of God, it leaves us 
with many unanswered questions.  So we either guess (human philosophy) or we discover 
that God has already provided a message to us (the Bible).  So the next step in the search 
for truth is understanding why the Bible is truly God's message to us.
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2. The Authority of the Bible

There are many religious writings associated with various religions; but the Bible stands 
out as different and superior to all others.  It is the only book that claims to be God's 
message to mankind and proves it with fulfilled prophecies.  It is a message to everyone 
(Psalm 119:130) and some parts are only for believers (1 John 5:13).  God knew that his 
Creation does not tell us all that we need to know, so He wrote to us.

No other book so ancient is so well-preserved, in spite of so many attempts to destroy it. 
Other historical accounts flatter the source of the history, recording the victories and 
omitting the defeats.  The Bible, however, records the defeats, the errors, and the 
foolishness of mankind.  Its 66 books were written by many authors over many centuries, 
but these make a coherent, consistent whole, showing that it actually has one Author, as 
itself claims (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

God chose the Jewish people to be his spokesmen to bring his message to all mankind. 
For the Old Testament (OT), God raised up prophets to speak for Him.  We usually think 
of a prophet as one who foretells the future; but actually, a prophet is more generally one 
who speaks for God.  The words "thus says the Lord" and "the word of the Lord came to 
me saying" appear frequently in the OT.

There is much discussion of false prophets in the OT.  Deuteronomy 18:18-22 explains 
the basics about true and false prophets.  Verse 22 says that we can know that a prophet is 
false when his prophecy does not happen.  You don't need a college education to know 
that if a prophecy is fulfilled, then the prophet must have received words from God. 
Many of the prophecies of the Bible have a part that came true within the lifetime of the 
first hearers, and another part that is not yet fulfilled.  Thousands of details of Bible 
prophecies have been already found to be exactly true; and because of that, we can trust 
the other prophecies, and everything else in the Bible.

Miracles have been another way for God to identify those who truly speak for Him.  For 
example, the ten plagues against Egypt not only demonstrated God's power, but also 
marked Moses as authorized by God to speak and write for Him.

For example, King Ahab angered God because he promoted the worship of Baal, a 
heathen god (1 Kings 16:33).  He listened to the prophets of Baal, instead of God's 
prophet, Elijah.  Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.  The story is 
told in 1 Kings 18:17-40.  The challege is described in verses 23 and 24.  Verses 25-29 
describe the attempt of the prophets of Baal to call down fire from heaven; and verses 30-
39 describe what Elijah did, and God's answer.  I visited Mount Carmel when I toured 
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Israel in 1998, and I imagined watching this story happen.

For the New Testament (NT), God revealed new truth to a few Jewish men that were 
called 'apostles'.  The apostles were first the twelve disciples, then a few others such as 
Paul and Barnabus.  The disciples were told to wait in Jerusalem until they were 
"baptized with the Holy Spirit".  At the holiday called Pentecost, they were given the 
Holy Spirit, who revealed new knowledge to them, and gave them power to do miracles, 
which showed the people that God had given them authority to speak for Him.  After the 
apostles had finished writing the NT, these 'sign' miracles ceased.  Verse 3 of Jude's short 
epistle speaks of "the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints", meaning that 
the faith revealed to the apostles was delivered once and for all time.  Revelation 22:18 
(in the last book of the NT) warns against adding to what God has already revealed.

3. Understanding the Bible

Having discovered that the Bible is the only reliable source of truth, coming from God 
Himself, the next step in the search for truth is learning how to understand the Bible.  I 
have written a lesson about understanding the Bible.  Part of this lesson is about the 
methods that scholars (even unbelievers) use to understand ancient documents.  Another 
part of it is just trusting the authority and reliability of the Bible.  And an important part 
of it is the attitude that since God's ideas are wiser than men's ideas, we shouldn't use the 
Bible to prove or support men's teaching, but we should be skeptical of what others teach 
us, and just look for what God is trying to teach us.

At the following link, you can find the basic lesson in English and other languages, and 
other lessons to practice using the methods described in the basic lesson:
http://www.sharonbibleschool.org/Lessons/Understanding_the_Bible/
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