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Question One
II Kings 17:24 And the King of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, 
and from Hammath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the Cities of Samaria instead of the 
Children of Israel, and they possessed Samaria and dwelt in the cities thereof.

Question Three
There is a progression in the Samaritan woman's thinking concerning who Jesus is.  At first in verse 9, 
she merely speaks of Him as being a Jew.  In Verse 11, she addresses Him respectfully as "Sir."  
Verse 11 -- “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst.”  Now Jesus is not just a Jew.  He is addressed 
formally as Sir.  In verse 19, she recognizes that Jesus is a prophet.  Finally, in verse 25, she speaks of 
the Messiah and Jesus affirms to her in verse 26 that He is the Messiah.

Question Four.
After Jesus tells the woman that He could give her "living water," she tells Him that he does not have 
anything with which to draw water from the well.  “You have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep.” (In those days, people on a journey usually carried a bucket made of animal skins with them, so 
that they could have something into which they could put water.)

The Samaritan woman came to the well at noon, the hottest hour of the day.  Other women came at dawn 
or dusk, but she wished to avoid the respectable women because she was a prostitute.

Question Six.
Below are verses in the Bible that shows that Jesus Himself is the source of "living water."

Psalm 42:1 -- "As the deer pants for the water brooks so pants my soul for you, O God.”

Isaiah 12:3 -- "Therefore with joy you will draw from the wells of salvation."

Jeremiah 2:13 -- "For my people have committed two evils, they have forsaken me, the fountain 
of living waters, and hewed themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."

Revelation 7:17 -- “for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead 
them to the living fountains of waters.”

Revelation 21:6 -- “And He said to me, it is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the end,  I will give of the fountains of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.”

Revelation 22:1 -- “And He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.” 

In this story some of Jesus' characteristics are shown.

1. His humanity is shown because He is weary and  thirsty, 
John stresses Jesus' deity more than other gospels.
John also stresses Jesus' humanity to the full.

2. His sympathy is shown because He did not criticize her nor condemn her.
John 3:17 -- "For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved."

3. Jesus breaks down barriers. 
There had been a barrier between Samaritans and Jews for over 400 years.  Jews abhorred 
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Samaritans.   A Jew, Manasseh, had married a daughter of a Samaritan named Sanballat (Nehemiah 
13:25)  In Verse 12, the Samaritan woman refers to Jacob as being a father to the Samaritans.   The 
Samaritans had intermarried with Jews and were therefore related to them, but were considered half-
breeds by the Jews.

Samaritans
A Jewish historian, named Flavius Josephus, who lived during the first century A.D., recorded the 
incident concerning the marriage of Sanballat to the daughter of Manasseh, and some historical 
background.  Below are excerpts from his book called the Antiquities of the Jews.  (In a few places, we 
have summarized and paraphrased what Josephus said.)

Josephus' Antiquities 9.14.1 (book.chapter.paragraph) --
"And when he had removed these people out of their land he transplanted other nations out of 
Cuthah, a place so called (for there is [still] of that name in Persia), into Samaria and into the 
country of Israelites"

Antiquities 9.14.3 --
"But now the Cutheans who removed into Samaria (for that is the name they have been called by 
to this time, because they were brought out of the country called Cuthah, which is a country of 
Persia, and there is a river of the same name in it), each of them according to their nations, which 
were in number five, brought their own gods into Samaria and by worshiping them, as was the 
custom of their own countries, they provoked Almighty God to be angry and displeased at them, 
for a plague seized upon them, by which they were destroyed; and when they found no cure for 
their miseries, they learned by the oracle that they ought to worship Almighty God, as the method 
for their deliverance."

Darius the last king of Persia had sent Sanballat who was a Cuthean by birth, into Samaria.  Sanballat 
had given his daughter in marriage to Manasseh so that the Jews would continue goodwill to him. 
(11.7.2)

Antiquities 11.8.2 --
The elders of Jerusalem were very uneasy that the brother of Jaddua the high priest, married to a 
foreigner, would be the beginning of a mutual society with foreigners.

"...So they commanded Manasseh to divorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the high priest 
himself joining with the people in their indignation against his brother, and driving him away 
from the altar. Whereupon Manasseh came to his father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him that, 
although he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet he was not willing to be deprived of his sacerdotal 
dignity on her account, which was the principal dignity in their nation, and always continued in 
the same family. And then Sanballat promised him not only to preserve to him the honor of his 
priesthood, but to procure for him the power and dignity of a high priest and would make him 
governor of all the places he himself now ruled, if he would keep his daughter for his wife. He 
also told him further, that he would build him a temple like that at Jerusalem upon Mount 
Gerizzim, which is the highest of all the mountains that are in Samaria, and he promised that he 
would do this with the approbation of Darius the king”

Darius heard that Alexander had crossed the Hellespont and had beaten Darius' lieutenants in battle. 
Darius assembled an army to meet Alexander and the Macedonians before they could conquer all of 
Asia.  The Persians were beaten by Alexander, came into Syria, took Damascus, took Sidon, and 
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besieged Tyre. (11.8.3)

Antiquities 11.8.4 --
Sanballat "renounced Darius, and taking with him seven thousand of his own subjects, he came 
to Alexander; and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre, he said to him, that he delivered up to 
him these men" who "gladly accepted Alexander as their Lord instead of Darius.  So when 
Alexander had received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and spoke to him about 
his present affair.  He told him that he had a son in law, Manasseh, who was brother to the high 
priest Jaddua; and that there were many others of his own nation now with him, that were 
desirous to have a temple in the places subject to him; that it would be for the king's advantage to 
have the strength of the Jews divided into two parts...  Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat 
leave to do so; who used the utmost diligence, and built the temple, and made Manasseh the 
priest."  

Antiquities 11.8.6 --
"So when Alexander has thus settled matters at Jerusalem, he led his army into the neighboring 
cities; and when all the inhabitants, to whom he came, received him with great kindness, the 
Samaritans, who had then Shechem for their metropolis (a city situate at Mount Gerizim, and 
inhabited by apostates of the Jewish nation) seeing that Alexander had so greatly honored the 
Jews, determined to profess themselves Jews; for such is the disposition of the Samaritans, as we 
have already elsewhere declared, that when the Jews are in adversity that they are of kin to them, 
and then they confess the truth, but when they perceive that same fortune hath befallen them, 
they immediately pretend to have communion with them, saying that they belong to them and 
derive their genealogy from the posterity of Joseph, Ephraim, and Manasseh."

John 4:28 comment --  After leaving Jesus, the Samaritan woman went into the city, leaving the water 
pot behind, and spoke to the men of the city not to the women who scorned her, and probably would not 
even listen to her.  Some of those men may have been her customers.


