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Question 1.  This is a tricky question.  First, we can identify these four days:
Day one - Verse 19 of Chapter one – Priests and Levites went to see John.
Day two - Verse 29 of Chapter one – John saw Jesus coming toward him.
Day three – Verse 35 of Chap. one – John and two of John's disciples follow Jesus.  Andrew was 

 one of the two disciples.
Day four – Verse 43 of Chap. one – Jesus found Philip.
Now comes the tricky part.  What does "the third day" in verse 1 of chapter 2 mean?  We must 
assume that it is counting from the previously described day, that is, day four.  In these modern 
times, most English-speaking people would say "three days later" and add three to day four, 
resulting in day seven, which is six days since day one.  But in biblical times, "the third day" after 
day four was counted like this: day four is first, day five is second, day six is third; so day six was 
"the third day" after day four.  Day six is five days since day one; and that is the answer to question 
one.  So we add to our list:
Day five -
Day six – Verse 1 of Chapter two – Wedding feast at Cana.  "The third day," following Jesus' 
finding Philip or two days later.
By Jewish custom, a wedding began with a feast late in the day, and after sundown, after the 
wedding ceremony, the married couple consummated the wedding in a tent while the festivities 
continued around them.  By Jewish time-keeping, a day begins at sundown, so although the wine 
needed to be replenished for the feast on day six, the wedding itself was on day seven.
It was the custom that virgins would be married on a Wednesday, and widows remarried on a 
Thursday.  William Barclay, assuming that a virgin was married in this case,  concludes that "it must 
have been the Sabbath day [Saturday] when Jesus first met Andrew and John and they stayed the 
whole day with him."
Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Day of 
week

Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed

Verse 01:19 01:29 01:35 01:43 - 2:1-10

Activity Priests and 
Levites

John saw 
Jesus

John and 
two others 
follow Jesus

Jesus 
found 
Philip

Wedding 
feast - wine 
miracle

Wedding 
consum-
mated

Question 3.  Perhaps the one who was being married was a relative of Mary and thus she felt 
responsible to do something about the lack of wine.  Mary knew that Jesus could perform a miracle 
which would also reveal His glory.  At the time of His baptism, John had declared Him to be "the 
Lamb of God."  Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathanael, James, and John had already recognized that He 
was the prophet of whom Moses had written. Mary expected some supreme demonstration of 
Himslf, although she knew that a full display of His glory would not happen until Calvary.
Question 4a. In the American culture, it would be very rude to call our mother, "Woman." 
However, in that time period and in that culture, it was not.  Augustus spoke to Cleopatra using 
"Woman" as the address.  While on the cross, Jesus spoke tenderly to his mother and again he used 
"Woman" as the means of addressing her.  It was not done disrepectfully.
Question 4b.  To Americans, this, too, seems to be a rude expression.  Jesus was essentially saying 
to Mary, "Do not wory about it.  Leave it to Me.  I'll take care of it in my own way."
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Question 4c.  All through Jesus' life, He knew that He had come into the world to fulfill a definite 
purpose, and that there was a special schedule in which to do it.  In John 7:6, Jesus said, "My time is 
not yet come:  but your time is alway ready."  Later in John 12:23, Jesus said, "The hour is come,
that the Son of Man should be glorified."  Still later in John 12:27, Jesus said, "Now is my soul 
troubled; and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour:  but for this cause came I unto this 
hour."  Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to fulfill His purpose and go to the cross.  John 
13:1:  "Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come  that He 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end."  Jesus' glory reached its fullest manifestation at the cross, including His 
resurrection.  Then in John 17:1 Jesus said, "Father, the hour is come;  glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify thee."  And in John 17:5:  "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was."
Question 5.  In Mark 7:3-4, we read, " For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their 
hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.  And when they come from the market, except 
they wash, they eat not.  And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the 
washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables."  
The Jews had special rules concerning purification.  If they ate bread without washing their hands, it 
was as if they had eaten filth.  At one time, one way of recognizing a Jew was the fact that he 
washed before eating.  Later, they also washed after they ate, as well as before.  Before meals was 
called the "first waters."  After meals was called "the second waters" or "after-waters." 
The water they used for washing, must not have been used for other purposes first.  Also, they must 
make sure that nothing had fallen into the waterpots to defile the water.
A special procedure was used for this ritual washing:  

1. Water was drawn out of a large stone vessel or jar with a natia made of glass which held the 
amount of half an egg-shell.

2. The water was poured on both hands, (free of anything covering them).
3. The hands were lifted up to make water run down to the wrist so that the whole hand was 

washed.
4. Each hand was rubbed with the other fist.  If the water remained short of the wrist, the hands 

were not clean.
5. The hands were depressed (tilted downward) to make the water run off the fingertips.

Question 8.  This first miracle/sign was selected by John to illustrate that Jesus is the Son of God.
Question 10.  Every Jewish male within 20 miles of Jerusalem journeyed to the temple at least 
three times a year to observe Jewish feasts.  The most important of these feasts was Passover.
Question 11.  Verses 14 1nd 15 describes the scene.  Oxen, sheep and doves wre being sold.  Jesus 
made a whip of cords and drove them out of the temple.  He overthrew their tables.
Question 13.  Jesus knew that soon there would no longer be a Jewish Tmple.  The symbolism of 
the temple was to point to Jesus.  After Jesus died, rose and ascended, theTemple was no longer 
needed.  Jesus is the true Temple of God because the Holy Spiit indwelt Jesus' body without 
measure. John 3:34.  The veil in the Temple was torn from top to bottom at the time of Jesus' death. 
Today we (Christians) are God's temple on earth.


