
Romans Lesson One
Read Romans 1: 1-18

1.  What do we learn about the author of this letter from these early verses?

1. The author's name is Paul.

2. a bond-servant of Jesus Christ

3. God called him to be an apostle – He didn't decide to be an apostle. (Gal. 1:11-17)

4. separated to the gospel of Jesus Christ

2.  What do we learn about the author from other Scriptures?

Acts 7:58 – His previous name – given by his parents – was Saul.  He witnessed the stoning of 
Steven.

Acts 8:3 – He made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging men and women, 
committing them to prison.

Acts 9 – On the road to Damascus – blinded, met by the Lord, baptized by Annanias, his sight 
restored – “He is a chosen vessel of mine.”

Acts 11 – Paul and Barnabus served at Antioch for one year

Acts 21:39 – He is a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia

Acts 22:3 – a Jew, born in Tarsus, grew up in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, zealous toward 
God

Acts 22:4 – persecuted “The Way” (Christians)
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Acts 23:14  – Ananias said to Paul “The God of our fathers has chosen you.”

Acts 22:15 – be a witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.

Acts 26:5– a Pharisee (the strictest sect of Jews)

Philippians 3:5 – of the Tribe of Benjamin, “Hebrew of the Hebrews”, circumcised on the 8th day, 
a Pharisee

3.  What other New Testament books were written by this same author?

1, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1, 2 Thessalonians, 1, 2 Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, and perhaps Hebrews.

4.  What do we learn about the gospel from verses in this reading?

1. (Verse 1) It is of God

2. (Verse 2) promised through the prophets in Holy Scriptures

3. (Verse 3) concerns His Son, Jesus Christ

4.  (Verse 15) must be preached – Paul is ready to preach

5. (Verse 16) It is the power of God to salvation

6. (Verse 16) It is for every one that believes, Jew first, also for the Greek (Gentiles)

7. (Verse 17) In it the righteousness of God is revealed

5.  What do we learn about Jesus Christ in this passage? 

a. Concerning His humanity – verse 3 – was born of the seed of David

b. Concerning His deity – verse 4 – declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection of the dead.

6.  What do we learn about the recipients of this letter? 

1. verse 6 - the called of Jesus Christ (believers)
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2. verse 7 – those in Rome, Romans

3. verse 7 – the beloved of God

4. verse 7 – called (to be) saints (to be holy)

5. verse 8 – their faith was spoken of throughout the whole world.

7.  What do the early verses say concerning each member of the Trinity? 

God, the Father – It is His gospel (verse 1)

God, the Son – The gospel concerns Jesus Christ.

God, the Holy Spirit -  The Spirit of Holiness declared Jesus to be the Son of God

8.  What two things have believers received from Jesus Christ according to this passage?

Verse 5 – We have received grace

and apostleship for obedience to the faith.

9. What are the historical facts of the gospel?  Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.

1. that Christ died for our sins

2. that He was buried

3. and that He rose again the third day.

4. He was seen by many witnesses.

10.  Verse nine tells us that the author served God with his spirit.  The previous verse plus the 
next several verses suggest ten marks of true spiritual service.  Give the phrases that express the 
idea of: 

1.  A thankful spirit v.8 - “I thank my God... for you all...”

2.  A concerned spirit v.9 - “I make mention of you always in my prayers”

3, 4.  A willing and 
submissive spirit

v.10 - “...I may find a way in the will of God...”
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5.  A loving spirit v.11 - “I long to see you”

6.  A humble spirit v.12 - “that I may be encouraged... by the mutual faith both of you and 
me”

7.  A  fruitful spirit v.13 - “that I might have some fruit among you also”

8.  An obedient spirit v.14 - “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and 
unwise”

9.  An eager spirit v.15 - “I am ready to preach the gospel”

10.  A bold spirit v.16 - “I am not ashamed of the gospel”

11.  What were the reasons given by the author for why he wanted to visit those to whom he was 
writing?
v.11 - “that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established”

v.12 - “that I may be comforted together with you”

v.13 - “that I might have some [spiritual] fruit among you”

12.  For what two reasons does the author declare that he is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ?

v.16 - "it is the power of God unto salvation"

v.17 - "therein is the righteousness of God revealed"

13.  Try to explain what you think the phrase in verse 17 "from faith to faith" may mean.

(a) from the faith of one believer to the faith of another believer

(b) God saves you by faith, you live by faith, you will be in heaven by faith.

14.  The Old Testament contains the whole law as given to Moses in 613 precepts.  David brings 
them all into only 11 precepts in Psalm 15.  Isaiah, Micah and Habakkuk reduce them further. 
Fill in the chart below 

David in Psalm 15 Isaiah 1:16,17 Micah 6:8 Habakkuk 2:4

walks uprightly Cease to do evil To do justly The just shall live by 
faith

works righteousness Learn to do good To love mercy
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David in Psalm 15 Isaiah 1:16,17 Micah 6:8 Habakkuk 2:4

speaks the truth Seek justice To walk humbly with 
your God

does not backbite Rebuke the oppressor

does no evil to his 
neighbor

Defend the fatherless

takes up no reproach 
against his friend

Plead for the widow

does not despise a vile 
person

honors those who fear 
the Lord

keeps his promises in 
spite of possible loss 
to himself

does not charge usery 
for his money lent

does not accept a 
bribe against the 
innocent

15.  (Challenge)  In what three places in the New Testament is the verse in Habbakuk quoted?

Romans 1:17

Galatians 3:11

Hebrews 10:38

16.  How is faith defined in Hebrews 11:1?

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”

17.  From where does faith come according to Romans 10:17?

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
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18. From where does faith come according to Ephesians 2:8?

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”

Note: But scholars of the Greek language say grace is the gift of God.

19.  Compare Romans 1:1-4 with Romans 16: 25, 26

Romans 1: 1-4 Romans 16: 25, 26

Whose gospel God's “my gospel” (Paul's)

Came from His prophets By revelation to Paul

Previously known or new Previously known by prophets A mystery kept secret

Concerns (is about) His Son, Jesus Christ The church, the body of Christ

Made known to (shown to) The prophets All nations, by prophetic 
Scriptures


