
1 Peter Lesson 9

Rejoice in Your Suffering for Christ.
Read 1 Peter 4:7-19

1.  Why does 1 Peter 4:7 urge these persecuted Chrstians to be responsible and to be in prayer?
1 John 2:28, 1 Thessalonians  2:19, 2 Timothy 4:8. Q1 ____

to be prepared for the return of Christ 
These Christians were experiencing hostility and hatred from the unbelieving world.
2.  What then should these believers exhibit in abundance toward their fellow believers?  
See 1 Peter 1:22. Q2 ____

love
John in his letter to the elect lady wrote that it is not a new commandment he is giving, but one they 
were given at the beginning. 2 John 5. 
3.  What was the commandment and who expressed it to them?  John 13:34, 
John 15:12 and 17. Q3 ____

Jesus commanded them to love one another.
4.  What ought a believer be willing to do in love for a fellow believer?  1 John 3:16, 17. Q4 ____

to lay down his life and provide the needs of his fellow believer
Jesus in speaking to His disciples suggested that the world would hate them.
5.  Why should a believer not be surprised that the world would hate them?  1 John 3:13-18, 
John 15:18. Q5 ____

The world hated Jesus first.
6.  Explain the difference between 1 Peter 4:8 where it says that our love toward fellow believers will 
"cover" or overlook a multitude of sins and James 5:10-20 that says we need to point out to fellow 
believers "the errors of his way" that "shall hide a multitude of sins."  See also Galatians 6:1. Q6 ____

We should overlook minor flaws such as impatience.
We must point out the errors with meekness, patience, and love.

Paul in his letter to Titus and in his first letter to Timothy gives the qualifications for an elder.  Among 
them he says that an elder should be "given to hospitality" (1 Timothy 3:22) and "a lover of hospitality" 
(Titus 1:8).
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7.  Why is Peter urging these scattered Christians, who are experiencing the world against them, to use 
hospitality to one another? Q7 ____

(v. 10) because we are given gifts for this purpose, because we are 
stewards of the grace of God, because we are commanded to love 
one another, and because we cannot expect the world to help us.

8.  How does Philippians 2:14 tell us we should perform the work that we do for the Lord? Q8 ____

"without murmurings and disputings"
9.  What did the children of Israel do that showed ungrateful hearts in verses 
Exodus 16:2, 7, 8, 9? Q9 ____

murmured
10.   Give the steps of increasing sin when one fails to glorify God as God?  Romans 1:21-23. Q10 ____

unthankful - vain - darkened heart - foolish - idolatry

Every believer has been given a spiritual gift.  The gifts are listed in Romans 12, 1 Corinthiians 12, and 
Ephesians 4.
11.  For what reasons are we given spiritual gifts?  1 Cor. 12:7, Eph. 4:12, 13 Q11 ____

the church's profit: the church's 'perfecting' (completion, maturity),  
the church's ministry work, edification, unity, knowledge of Christ,  
and our Christ-likeness

12.  In what way must a pastor or teacher speak when addressing the church as it is assembled 
together? Q12 ____

as the oracle (spokesman) of God, according to his God-given 
ability, for the glory of God

1 Peter 4:4 tells us that the unbelievers think that it is strange because believers do not join with them in 
their drunken parties and rioting.
13.  What does verse 12 tell us that we believers should not consider to be strange? Q13 ____

fiery trials
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14.  What attitude ought believers to maintain when they must suffer because they are 
Christian? Q14 ____

rejoicing, glad, joyful, happy that God is glorified

15.  What results from the believer in Christ holding fast even as  he is ridiculed or tortured
by evil men? Q15 ____

God is glorified
16.  What are believers in Christ called by Peter in verse sixteen? Q16 ____

Christians
They were first called this at Antioch as recorded in Acts 11:26.  Harry Ironside wrote this, "We read of 
it in Acts 11:26 where it was conferred upon the Gentile believers at Antioch by divine authority for the 
word "called" there literally means "oracully called," and therefore it was not the Antiochians alone who 
bestowed this name upon the believers, but God Himself who so designated them."

Isaiah 62:2 tells us that the righteous "shall be called by a new name."  Isaiah 65:15 tells us that the Lord 
God shall "call His servants by another name."
17.  What judgment was Peter predicting would come to pass and would begin at the house of 
God? Q17 ____

The house of God was the temple at Jerusalem
which was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D.
Other persecutions Christians endured under evil Roman rulers 
included throwing them to wild beasts, crucifying them, and burning 
them as torches in the coliseum in Rome.

18.  What does Hebrews 12:6-8 tell us concerning why the Lord chastens or disciplines His 
children? Q18 ____

because He loves his children
Verse 18 says, "If the righteous scarcely be saved," that is, if the righteous have to endure chastening at 
the hand of God and persecution at the hand of the world, what will it mean for unsaved and impenitent 
men to answer before the judgment-throne for their persisting in refusing His grace?" -- Harry Ironside   
Verse 19 tells those who suffer for the Lord to commit their souls to the Lord for His keeping because 
He is a faithful Creator.

19.  What did our Lord Jesus say that He will bring with Him at His Second Coming that those 
faithful to Him will receive?  Revelation 22:12. Q19 ____

a reward, according to his work


