
Daniel Lesson Three – Nebuchadnezzar's Dream

“And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.”  Daniel 2:1 KJV

Nebuchadnezzar's dream occurred after Daniel and his three companions had completed their three 
years in the “Palace School” or “National University.” Nebuchadnezzar did not become king until after 
his father Nabopolassar had died in 605 B.C.   Daniel and his companions were taken captive in 606 
B.C. and the seventy years of Jewish servitude began in that year.  Because they were now graduates 
and not students, they were included with those who were to be slain (verses 13, 18).

Nebuchadnezzar had been divinely chosen by God to rule “all nations.”  It was not literally “all 
nations” because there were people living outside the boundaries of the Babylonian Empire, but his 
empire constituted the territory inhabited by the majority of the world at that time and included the 
formerly powerful nations of Assyria and Egypt.

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel:  thus shall ye say unto your masters:  I  
have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power 
and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.  And 
now have I given all these into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, my 
servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.  And ALL NATIONS 
shall serve him, and His Son, and His Son's Son, until the very time of his land come: and 
then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him.  And it shall come to pass,  
that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the King of  
Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the sword, and with the famine, and  
with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.”  Jer. 27:4-8.

Nebuchadnezzar may not have recognized that his great empire over which he ruled had been given to 
him by God, however, because he was quite filled with his own sense of power and pride.  In Daniel 4: 
30, he said “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my 
power,  and for the honour of my majesty?”  Therefore, God gave to him a dream, when after it was 
interpreted would show him that his empire was not the  result of his own greatness and that it would 
soon come to an end.  The dream troubled him greatly and so he called for “magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans” to reveal to him the dream and its meaning.

In verse four, we read “Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriac.”  From this point, the Book of 
Daniel begins to be written in Aramaic (or Syriac).  They asked the king to tell them his dream and then 
they would give him the interpretation.  The king answered that “the thing is gone from me.”  The 
commentators disagree about whether or not the king had actually forgotten the dream. In some 
translations, the words are written differently:  NIV - “This is what I have firmly decided..”  NKJV - 
“My decision is firm.”  Some say that he did not actually forget the dream, but wanted the wise men to 
tell him the dream as well as the interpretation to prove that they actually had some special ability to 
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even interpret dreams.  Others believe that he actually did forget the dream, but still had a sense of dread and 
fear that the dream had aroused in him.    Nebuchadnezzar told the wise men that if they could not tell him his 
dream they “shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.”  However, if they could tell him 
the dream and the interpretation they would receive gifts and rewards.

Babylonian Wise Men

Magicians – derives from 'to carry a stylus,' and probably refers to a class of people skilled in the ancient 
writings.  They practiced magic, that is, they practiced all the superstitious rites and ceremonies of fortune 
tellers.

Astrologers – derives from 'to breathe'.  Adam Clarke suggests this is possibly because of a claim to divine 
inspiration.  Keil prefers the idea that these were conjurers who chanted as they performed.  They pretended to 
tell future events by the study of the stars.

Sorcerers – They pretended to hold communication with the dead.  They used potions, and claimed to possess 
supernatural power or knowledge gained in any manner, but especially through the aid of evil spirits, of which 
modern spiritualism is an example.

Chaldeans – A sect of philosophers who made the sciences their special study.  It was to this class that Daniel 
and his companions belonged, according to Clarence Larkin.  They were composed of the learned and 
cultivated classes of Babylon.

Soothsayers – (referred to in verse 27 of chapter 2)  The word derives from 'dividing into pieces', they were 
the ones that divided the heavens into pieces and they almost certainly correspond to the modern day 
producers of horoscopes. 

While the Babylonians invented astrology, they were at the forefront of astronomy and mathematics and were 
also inventors of the serigesimal system that we still honor today in our time and navigational systems.  As a 
group they represented the cream of genuine Babylonian education, but also the leaders of Babylonian hocus-
pocus.

Wise Men Could Not Answer the King

Daniel 2:8-13
“The king answered and said, I know of certainty that would gain the time, because ye see the  
thing is gone from me.  But if ye will not make known the dream, there is but one decree for you:  
for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed:  
therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof.  The  
Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew 
the king's matter:  therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any 
magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.  And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is  
none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.  
For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men 
of Babylon.  And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel  
and his fellows to be slain.”  KJV

Because the Chaldeans admitted that no one other than “the gods” could reveal what the king had dreamed, it 
showed that they did not have contact with the supernatural world as they claimed, because the gods did not 
live with humans.

Apparently, Daniel and his companions had not appeared before the king with the wise men of Babylon 
because they needed to seek after them.  When Daniel became aware of the commotion, he asked the the king's 
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captain of the guard, “Why is the decree so hasty from the king?”

Then Daniel went in to the king and, unlike the Chaldeans, he did not ask the king to describe his dream, he 
only asked for time.  Then he would show the king the interpretation. Daniel was absolutely confident that he 
would be given the interpretation by God.  And the king, for some reason, granted him time.  The king was so 
desirous to know the dream and its meaning and because Daniel assured him that he would be able to do both, 
he granted the request.  Daniel went to his house and told his companions, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 
that they should seek the “mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret.”

The secrets of God are not revealed to those who do not know Him and pray to Him.  Man must have a 
spiritual attitude toward God and His Word because “the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God:  for they are foolishness unto him:  neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 
Corinthians 2:14). God Himself said  in Jeremiah 33:3:  “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”  Nebuchadnezzar took his worries to bed with him.  Daniel 
took his to God in prayer.

Psalms 37:5 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.”

Philippians 4:6,7
“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let our requests be  
made known unto God.”

James 1:5
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it  
shall be given him.”

1 Peter 5:7
“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you.”

The God of Heaven

In verses 18 and 19, Daniel sought out “the God of heaven.”  This title for God appears only in Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Daniel and in Revelation.  Each time it is used, it refers to the same general period of time.  

Harry Ironside said this in his book, Daniel the Prophet, page 31. “God had scattered His people.  He had 
forsaken His throne in Jerusalem.  The glory had gone up to heaven, and He was no longer the Lord of the 
whole earth.  He was now the God of heaven, and, so far as the world was concerned, that is still His title.  He 
will never again be owned as the Lord of the whole earth until the Millennium.” 

When the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem the third time they completely destroyed the temple.  No one knows 
what happened to the ark of the covenant which had resided in the Holy of Holies, and was the place where the 
shekinah glory of God resided.  When the temple was rebuilt under Zerrubabel, the ark of the covenant was 
not replaced.

Ezekiel tells of his vision of the glory of God departing from the temple in Ezekiel 10. “Then the glory of the 
Lord departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.  And the cherubim lifted their 
wings and mounted up from the earth in my sight.  When they went out, the wheels were beside them; and 
they stood at the door of the east gate of the Lord's house and the glory of the God of Israel was above them.” 
Ezekiel 10:18, 19.
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Dream Revealed to Daniel

“Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision.”  Daniel 2:19.

Daniel immediately praised God in a prayer of adoration and thanksgiving.  We will compare Daniel's words 
with words from others in the scriptures.

Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever:  ”   Verse 20.
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting.  Amen and Amen.”  The words of 
David in Psalm 41:13.  “Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore.”  Psalm 
113:2.

“for wisdom and might are his:”  Verse 20.
“With him are wisdom and strength.  He has counsel and understanding.”  Job 12:13.

“And he changeth the times and the seasons:”  Verse 21.
“And he said unto them, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power.”  Acts 1:7 - words of Jesus to His apostles.

“...he removeth  kings, and setteth up kings:” Verse 21.
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power but of God:  the powers that be are 
ordained of God.”  Romans 13:1.

“he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding.”  Verse 21
“For the Lord giveth wisdom:  out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.”  Proverbs 2:6

“He revealeth the deep and secret things; he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with  
him.”  Verse 22.
“Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from you, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and light are both 
alike to you.”  Psalm 139:12. - the words of David.

Wise Men's Lives Saved Because of Daniel

Daniel finishes his hymn with words of thanksgiving to God because He had answered his request and “hast 
given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee:  for thou hast now 
made known unto us the king's matter.”  Daniel 2:23.  Daniel then went to Arioch and said to him, “Destroy 
not the wise men of Babylon:  bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.” 
We see that Daniel's first concern was for the lives of the other wise men of Babylon.  The wicked are often 
blessed for the sake of righteousness.  In Genesis 39:5 it says that “the Lord blessed the Egyptians' [Potiphar's] 
house for Joseph's sake.”  The Lord would have spared Sodom for the sake of ten righteous people, had there 
been that many living there.  The Lord is sparing the world today from judgment because of the Christians 
living in it.  After the rapture and all believers are caught up to heaven, the world will undergo “great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world.”  As the wise men of Babylon were spared for 
Daniel's sake, so we are saved for Jesus' sake.

Arioch brought Daniel into the king and said, “I have found a man... that will make known unto the king the 
interpretation.”  Did Arioch forget that Daniel had already appeared before the king and said that he would 
interpret the king's dream?


