
John Lesson 4 – Notes page 1

Believing in Jesus
1.  Believing in Jesus means believing with all our hearts that God is as Jesus declared Him to be, 
that God cares for us.
2.  Believing in Jesus means believing that Jesus is the Son of God.  In Him is the mind of God, that 
Jesus knows God so well, that He could tell us the absolute truth about Him.
3.  Believing in Jesus means believing that God is a loving Father,  Jesus is the Son of God and 
what He says about God is true.  We must take Jesus at His word.  We must obey.

Eternal Life.  
Peace with God.   Romans 5:1
Peace with one another.
Peace with life.
Peace with ourselves.
Peace which is to come.
Peace of God.

With eternal life comes:
Access to the Father.
Access by faith into this grace.  Romans 5:2

John 17:3 - "And this is eternal life, that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent."
1 John 5:20 - "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding       , 
that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.  This 
is the true God, and eternal life."

Those who believe in Jesus Christ have Christ living in them.
Galatians 2:20  "I have been crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me." 

Believers Receive a New Spirit.
Ezekiel 36:26-27 - "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:  and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  And I will put 
my spirit withibn you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and 
do them"
1.  Believers receive a new spirit through the renewal of their deadened spirit.  Without 
regeneration, without a new spirit, the Holy Spirit can not dwell in man.  Our regeneration is the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  John 3:6 - " That which is born of flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit."  The Holy Spirit (1) convinces us of our sin. (2) leads us to repentance and faith 
in Jesus and (3) gives us a new nature.  After our regeneration we have become a holy temple fit for 
the habitation of the Holy Spirit.
2.  The indwelling or abiding of the Holy Spirit happens in our renewed spirit.  John 14:17-18 
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"Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him:  but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.   I will not leave you 
comfortless:  but I will come to you."
1 John 3:24 - "And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him.  And 
hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us."

The Bronze Serpent.
The serpent represented the sins of the people and Christ was made sin for us on the cross because 
He bore our sins.
In 2 Kings 18:4, the bronze serpent became an idol to the Israelites.  "He [King Hezekiah] removed 
the high places and brake the images, and  cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen 
serpent that Moses hjad made:  for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it:  and 
called it Nehustan."
Nehustan means "bronze thing."  the Hebrew word "nahash" means serpent.

John the Baptist imprisoned.
John the Baptist angered Herod because he had rebuked him for his evil deeds.  Luke 3:19 -- "But 
Herod the tetrarch being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils 
which Herod had done."  Herod feared a rebellion among the people because he knew that John the 
Baptist had a great influence over the Jewish people.  "Added yet this above all, that he shut up 
John in prison." -- Luke 3:20

Friend of the Bridegroom.
The friend of the bridegroom did not begrudge him the bride.  His task had been to bring the bride 
and bridegroom together.  When that was accomplished, he gladly faded out of the picture.
The duties of the friend of the bridegroom in ancient Jewish weddings were:

• Act as liaison (contact, message-carrier) between bride and bridegroom.
• Arrange the wedding.
• Send out the invitations.
• Preside at the wedding feast.
• Bring the bride and bridegroom together.
• Do guard duty outside the bridal chamber to let no false lovers in.

When he heard the bridegroom's voice and recognized it, he let him in and went away rejoicing for 
his task was completed.
Jesus Speaks for the Father.
John 6:63 - "It is the Spirit that quickeneth [gives life], the flesh profiteth nothing:  the words that I 
[Jesus] speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."
John 7:16 - Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his [the Father's] that sent 
me."
John 8:26 - "I have many things to say and to judge of you:  but he that sent me is true; and I speak 
to the world of those thingns which I have heard of him."
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The Holy Spirit and the Believer's Spirit

Unregenerate Man
The spirit and soul of the unregenerate have become fused into one, therefore they do not know at 
all the presence of the deadened spirit.  This continues even after being saved.  That is why 
believers sometimes walk after the spirit and sometimes after the flesh.

Why must a sinner be born again?
Man is a fallen spirit.  A fallen spirit needs to be reborn that it may become a new one.

Satan is a fallen spirit
Satan's fall only took away his right relationship with God.  Man in his fall also sank into darkness 
and separation from God.  Man's spirit still exists but is separated from God, powerless to commune 
with Him and incapable of ruling.  Spiritually speaking, man's spirit is dead.
Immediately as the sinner believes in the Lord Jesus, he is born anew.  The regeneration of a sinner 
occurs in his spirit.  God's work begins without exception within the man, from the center to the 
circumference.  God aims first to renew God's darkened spirit by imparting life to it, because it is 
this spirit that God originally designed to receive His life and to commune with Him.  God's intent 
after that is to work out from the spirit to permeate man's soul and body.
This regeneration gives man a new spirit as well as quickens his old one.  "A new spirit I will put 
within you." -- Ezekiel 36:26.  "That which is born of Spirit is spirit." -- John 3:6
The "spirit" in these passages has God's life in view, for it is not what we originally possessed; it is 
given us by God at our regeneration.
When God's life (which can equally be called His Spirit) enters our human spirit, our human spirit 
is quickened out of its coma.  What was "alienated from the life of God" (Ephesuians 4:18) is now 
made alive again.  Hence, "although your bodies are dead because of sin, your spirits are alive 
because of righteousness." -- Romans 8:10
What we are given in Adam is a spirit made dead; what we receive in Christ at regeneration is both 
the dead spirit quickened and the new spirit of God's life.  This is something that Adam never had.

Eternal Life
In the Bible, God's life is often labeled "eternal life."  "Life" here is zoe in Greek, denoting the 
higher life or spirit life.  This is what every Christian receives at his regeneration.  What is the 
function of that life?  "This is eternal life,"  prayed Jesus to the Father, "that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." (John 17:3)   Eternal life means more than 
mere future blessing to be enjoyed by believers; it is equally a kind of spiritual ability.  Without it 
no one can know God nor can know the Lord Jesus.  Such intuitive knowledge of the Lord comes 
solely upon receiving God's life.
Believers at new birth obtain not only a new spirit but also the Holy Spirit dwelling within.  Ezekiel 
36:26.  "a new spirit I will put within you" -- believers receive a new spirit through the renewal of 
their deadened spirit by the incoming of life.  "I will put My Spirit within you." -- Ezekiel 36:27


